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derations do - every 


wikis abound with ſo many 


moving and paſſionate ſtrains 
of Piety and Devotion ; the 


Subject they Treat of is fo 
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which we all have in it, 10 


very conſiderable, That I do 


not at all doubt, but they will 


meet with a kind Accep- 
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an Encouragement to all 
who have, or ſhall have the 
Honour to know Lo u, to 


contemplate Eternity; that 
at the gloomy Hour of 
Death, when their Souls 
ſhall "4 ſeparated from their 
Bodies, they may not fail 
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happy blisful Regions, which 
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ſure of e 


pg. in 1 Providencs 
has been pleas'd to bleſs 
You with an afftaence of 
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next: LO UI Piety and De- 
votion, Goodneſs and Cha- 
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You, may continue his 
Grace and Favour to You; 
that he may lengthen and 
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 DREXELIUS's. 
CONSIDERATIONS 
„ Deo 
ETERNITY. 
P 


What Eternity is. 


| Pp HAT is GOD ? aid Hero King Cicero te i 
of Sicih, to Simonides The _ Deor. 
? Philoſopher, being ſurprisd at © 7 


V ſo unexpected a Queſtion, de- | 
fired one day to conſider upon it; that being 
paſt, he deſired two more, then three; till in 
the end, he ingenuouſly confeſs d, that the more 
he confider'd the Queſtion propos d, the leſs 
able he was to return an Anſwer, Eternity is 
the ſubject of our preſent Diſcourſe, in treat- 
ing of which, we are firſt to confider what E- 
ternity is: Boetius tells us, that it is a com- Zz. 4; 
Ny 3 pleat Confer. 


The firſt Conſideration 

pleat, and entire poſſeſſion of a Life without 
end, that will always be, and be to come. 
Thus it is that he defines Eternity; but let 
no Man think amiſs of this Performance, if I 
plainly tell him, that it cannot be defin d; the 


more we confider it, the more we may; why 


ſhould we endeavour to determine that, whoſe 
Nature is boundleſs, and cannot be deter- 


 _ min'd ? If it be demanded, ſince we are not able 


2 (0. 4. 


3 * 18. 


Delight; this Treaſure, and Honour, 


comprehend it, that ſome lively Figures 
given of Eternity: My Anſwer is, that this 
may be better done by declaring to you what it 
is not, than what it is. In this manner Plato, in his 


Timaus, form'd his Thoughts of God Almigh- 


ty : What God is, ſays that Philoſopher, I know 
not, what he is not, that 1 Him. 4 able to 
which are the Sentiments of 8. 148 the 

good and pious Biſhop of Hippo. In his Sixty 
Fourth Sermon, on the Words of our Bleſſed 


Saviour, he deſcribes the Felicity of the Saints 


above, by removing from it, all manner of E- 
vil: Ve can more eaſily find, ſays that Holy Fa- 


ther, in what their Happineſs does not conſiſt, 


than in what it does. 


In Hea 
thing as Miſery ; No Grief nor Sorrow, no Pains 
nor Evils, ere come there; Diſeaſe and Death, 
have no admittance to the Man ns of the Bleſſed. 
Thus ought we to expreſs' ourſelves, when we 
theak of Eternity; What-ever we behold in 
this Life, what-ever is convey'd unto. us b 
our Senſes, is not Eternal : The things which 
are ſeen, are ral; but the things which are 
not ſeen are Eternal. | Fl 
e ought therefore thus to commune with 
ourſelves ; This my Joy, and Pleafbre, — 
and 
Mag- 


there is no ſuch 


„ uon Eternity. 4 
Magnificent Palace; even my Life is flitting 
and tranſitory, they are none of em Eternal. 
Look round the World ; Can you fix your 
Eye on any one thing that will laft for ever? 
*Tis uſual, indeed, with the Multitude to ſay; 
This ſtately Building will never decay; this 


Monument bids defiance to Time: The im- 


patient Man alſo complains in his Diſtreſs, 
that his Pains are everlaſting. "ag 
Such Eternities as theſe are of a ſhort du- 
ration, and may eafily be comprehended ; but 
the Eternity which I am ſpeaking of, is above 
all expreſſion; it is not in the Power of 
| Words to reach it; ſay what you will of it, 
you will ftill fay leſs than you ought to ſay. - 
St. Auguſtin in his Commentary on Halm 
the 61/7 has theſe Words: Toy ſay of Eternity 
what you will : Tou ſay what you will, becauſe all 
that you can ſay, is leſs than you would ſay ; ti⸗ 
therefore neceſſary that you ſhould ſay ſomething, 
that you may think on ſomething which cannot 


be expreſſed. | | 
The Soul ( ſays Triſmegiſtus, the Aigyptian 


Philoſopher) is, as it were, the Horizon of In Aſcleri- 


Time and Eternity; as it is Immortal, it par- 
takes of Eternity, bur as it is infuſed by God 
into the Body, it belongs to Time. 
Before we proceed, it will be requiſite, for 
Order's ſake, to take a view of the Sentiments 
of the Ancients, I mean the Egyptians, Graci- 
ans, Romans, and others; for certain it is, that 
they acknowledged Eternity, and made ſeveral 
difterent Repreſentations of it, Es 


Ba CHAP: 


The firſt Conſideration 


r 


The Opinions of the Ancients con- 
cerning ETERNITY, and how it was 
drawn, and Figur'd by them. 


, 8. HEY repreſented Eternity by a Ring, 
or a Circle, without a Beginning, and 
without an End: And foraſmueh as 
theſe two Properties do only belong to the 
Eternal GOD, whoſe duration is beſt expreſs d 
by Eternity; the Agyptians by a Circle fignifi- 
ed God. The Perſians believ'd, that the great- 
eſt Honour they could pay to God, was, hav- 
ing firſt aſcended to ſome lofty Tower, to give 
him the Title of the Circle of the Heavens. 
Pierius tells us, that it was a conſtant Pra- 
ctice among the Turks to cry out in a Morning, 
from the Battlements of their Towers, God al- 
ways was, and always will be; and then to pay 
their Adoration to Mahomet ; the Saracens alſo 
calbd God a Cirole. ä 
Mercurius Triſmegiſtus, that celebrated Phi- 
loſopher whom I juſt now menrion'd (who, if 
we will believe Seleucus and Meuæcius, has writ- 
ten more Books than any Man beſide) faid, 


that God was an intellectual Sphere, whoſe : 


Centre was every-where, and Circumference 
no-where ; becauſe the Majeſty and Immenſity 
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of God cannot be limited or circumſcrib'd. 
For the ſame reaſon the Ancients made their 
- Temples round: So Numa Pompilius is ſaid to 
have dedicated a Temple to Yefta of an orbi- 
cular Figure: So Auguſtus Ceſar is ſaid to have 
conſecrated 'in Agrippa's Name a round Tem- 
ple to the Gods, and to have nam'd it Pantheon. 
or this reaſon Hthagoras commanded his 
Scholars to turn themſelves about when they 
r- God ; this, as he thought, was a 
very likely means of implanting in their Minds 
ſome juſt Ideas of God's Eternity; the ſame 
practice was alſo eſtabliſh'd by Numa, accord- 
ing to Briſonius. Manifeſt therefore it is, that the 
Ancients conſider d God as a Circle, but as a Cir- 
cle, whoſe Centre was every- where, and Circum- 
ference no-where ; for God is the Beginning and 
End of all things. Well therefore might Holy Fob 
cry out, Behold, God is great, and we know him Chap. 36. 
- not, neither can the Number of his Tears be ſearched 28. 
out. Again, they figur'd Eternity by a Sphere and 
a Globe: The Empreſs Fauſtina had her Money 
Stampt in the following manner; She fat upon 
a Globe, with one hand extended, in the other 
ſhe held a Sceptre, with this Infcriprion,ETER- 
 NITY, From hence it was that a great many of 
the Ancients were induc'd to believe the World 
Eternal, becauſe it was round, to whom St. Bafl 
made this excellent Reply ;-I grant (ſays he) 
that the World is round, but the beginning of a 
Circle is the Centre. | 
Further, the Ancients repreſented Eternity | 
by a Seat, by which they denoted Eternal Reſt. 
The Naſamones, a People of Libya in Africa do 
for the moſt part not only Die fitting, but are 
buried ſo ; as if they had 2 the — 
| 1 of: 
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of Eternity, and obtain'd à releaſe from all 
their labours : Even Kings and Emperors are 
at this day found fitting in ſubterraneous Vaults 
with a ſilent but mournful Majeſty. and 
Tas a common practice among the Ro- 
mans to ſupport the Statues of their dead Em- 


perors with ſuch-like Seats, by which they in- 
timated, that they now enjoy d Eternal Reſt. 
There are many in the World, who oftentimes 


reaſon thus with themſelves; Hitherto I have 
made myſelf a Slave to care and trouble; 


Why do I not take ſome little reſpite? Why 
do I not give myſelf a diſcharge from theſe 
Vexations ? Let others do as I have done; I 
have labour'd long enough, *cis now high time 
to indulge my Eaſe, and enjoy the Fruir 
of all my Labours. With ſuch thoughts as 
theſe they fix their Seats, and promiſe to them- 


ſelves many happy days; but alas! their hap- 


pineſs is of a ſhort duration: They fix their 


| Seats, and promiſe to themſelves many proſ- 


us hours: but alas they are miftaken both 
in the time and place | 
How truly and devoutly does that excellent 


2. Chap. 12. Treatiſe of the Imitation of Chriſt adviſe us? 


Diſpoſe and order ill things according to thy Will, 
and according to the luft of thine Eyes; yet ftill 


thou ſhalt meet with nothing but aſſictions, which 


willingly or unwillingl thou fhalt undergo, and 
thus ſhalt thou always find the Croſs. The whole 
Life of Chriſt was a Croſs and Martyrdom, it 
was a contimed Scene of Shfferings, and do you 
hope for Foy and Re ? Remember to fix your 


Seat in Heaven, do not chink of placing it hete 
on Earth, alas, here is nothing but Miſery and 


Trouble ! Is it poſſible for it to ſtand in quiet? 
. ES - }- -  Soppeols 
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Suppoſe it exempted from common calamities, 
Death at laſt will moſt certainly deſtroy it. 
There is no teſt but what is Eternal; if there 
be any, it conſiſts in this, in reſigning up our- 
ſelves, and all that concerns us, to the Will of 
God, in putting our Truſt and Confidence in 
him, and in eſteeming all other things as Vani- 
Thus 2 we Inſtructed in Ecclaſaſtious; Truſt 
in the Lord, and abide in thy labour; take a- C. 11.21 
way this peace and quiet of Mind, all other 
things are nothing but trouble, a mere tem- 
peſtuous raging Sea, and the very preſence of 
Hell itſelf: But I return to the Ancients. 


To proceed, They repreſented Eternity by 
the Sun and Moon z tho? the Sun ſets, and 
ſoems, as it were, to die in the Evening, yet in 
the Morning he revives again; the Moon in- 
creaſas after every Wane, and Shines with the 
ſame bright Luſtre, and Glory as ſhe did be- 
fore. Catullus in his 1 hach very happil7 
expreſs d himſelf to this Effect:: 


The glorious Sun in th Ev ning ſeems to dit, 
And in the Morn again adorns th ny, z | 
But we, when once we are depriv'd of Light, 
Are wrapt in Miſts of everla/ling Night. 


This eternal Night is the portion of the 
damn'd, who take no reſt; they are not per- 
mitted to cloſe their Eyes, becauſe in this Life | 
they ſlept away their Time when they ſhould 
have watch'd : Now they ate forc'd to watch 
for ever, for the little Sleep which they had in 
B 4 1 
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for ever. But it is otherwiſe with the Saints 
above, Light and Gladneſs ſpring — the 
Righteous ; their Labours and Watchings, 
which were not of any long continuance, are 
now recompenc'd in Heaven with Reſt eternal, 
with Pleaſures everlaſting. 195 

The Baſiliſt is another Emblem of Eternity; 
There axe none of God's Creatures ſo venomous 
as the Baſiliſt: He kills the Herbs with his poy; 
ſonous Breath; he frightens the Beaſts with 
his terrible Hiſſing: Wherever he appears, the 
tuneful Birds forget their Songs, and mourn in 
ſilence. He has over and above, this peculiar 
Priviledge, that it is not in the power of Man 
to kill him. 8 5 | 
Tiis reported by AÆlian that in the Deſerts of 

Africa a great many Serpents flock'd together, 
as to a Feaſt, with defign to devour a certain 
Beaſt who fell down thro* wearineſs ; and that 
at the terrible Hiſſing of the Baſiliſt, they flew 
away like Lightning to their Dens. Eternity, 
whether of Joy or Torment, is ſtill the ſame, 
apply it as you pleaſe; It does not admit of 
any Diminutions, nor can it be avoided : No 
wonder then, if, fo every rational ſenfible Man, it 
_— ſo dreadful; innumerable are the foldings 
of this terrible Bafilift - His Orbs and Vindings 
cannot be meaſured, he is all over Horror and 
Aſtoniſhment. "= N 

To apply this to ourſelves: It often hap- 

ns, when a Man looks into his Breaſt, and 
ays his Conſcience open to his view, that he 
finds therein many Broods of Serpents; imagine 
to your ſelf the ſurprize he is in, at ſo me- 
lancholy a _ : How came this Poyſon, ſays 
he, into my Breaſt ? Whence all theſe _—_ 
4 e and 
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and deadly Sins > This Army of Lizards ? This 
train of wanton luſtful thoughts? I am terri- 
bly aſtoniſh'd at ſo numerous a Progeny. 

Ceaſe to Wonder, the Cauſe is this : Every 
marſhy fenny place which lies long neglected, 
is apt to breed Serpents ; the humidiry of the 


| ſoil, and the negligence of thoſe who ought 


to manure it, do both contribute to their gene- 
ration, Nor is it otherwiſe with the Soul of 
Man; if we ſpend all our Time in pampering 
the Body, in gratifying our ſenſual inclinations, 
and pleafing ourſelves with all that's ſweet, 
certain it is that that Immortal Principle with- 
in us,. which animates the Body, dwells in a 


| moiſt and humid place: Add to this, our 


ſtrange neglect of Spiritual Things; ſo our Bo- 
dies be healthy and yigorous, it matters not 
what becomes of our Souls; we very ſeldom 
make confeſſion of our Sins, and when we do, 
ve do it by halves: When we lead ſuch careleſs 
and profligate lives, is it to be wonder'd ar, 
if our Breaſts abound with Broods of Serpents? 
Hear me O Good Chriſtian, hear me; let 
the Baſiliſt enter into thy Breaſt; think upon 
Eternity, and then theſe Vipers will ſoon be 
gone. You complain that your Heart is all 
o'er filthineſs, that it abounds with Serpents 
innumerable : Whar is this but a plain indica- 


cation, that Eternity is not in all thy Thoughts; 


amend thy ways, and begin at length to reflect 
with thy ſelf, that that which pleaſes, is but 
for a moment; but that which torments, en- 
dures for ever. 5 


To conclude; The Ancients repreſented * 


ternity after this manner: There was a large 
yaſt frightful Den, about which a Serpent 
„%%% .- wound 


—— 


| hh, we are immediately loſt, and fallow 
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wound himſelf, and in the twining bit his Tail. 
On one fide of the Den ſtood a fair ſweet 
Youth, of a very lovely, blooming Aſpedt, 
who held in his Left-hand a Bow and two 
Arrows, in his Right a Harp : in the Entrance 
of the Den fat an Old Man, who, having fix'd 
his Eyes upon a Table-Book, writ down ſome 
remarks on the Motions of the Heavens, which 
the Youth, who ſtood by, dictated to him; on 


_ the Left fat an Old Gray Matron, with an e- 


rected Countenance : At the Mouth were four 


Steps, each higher than the other; the firſt was 


Iron, the ſecond Braſs, the third Silver, the 


Fourth Gold. On theſe were ſeveral little Chil- 
dren playing, who had no apprehenſions of the 


Danger they were in. WR tt: 
This is the Emblem, and this is the Expli- 


cation: The Den fignifies Eternity, which can- 


not be comprehended ; the Serpent which 
twines himſelf about it, is Time ; the Youth 


is GOD, in whoſe Hand is Heaven and Earth, 


and Hell ; Earth and Hell feel the Arrows of 


the Almighty, but in Heaven there is nothing 
but Joy and Harmony, The Old Man is Fate, 
or rather the eternal Decrees of God ; the Ma- 
tron is Nature,; the Steps are the ſevetal Ages 
(niger Bly Opponent 
ing upon them, ſignify all created things; but 
l Man who negleCts his — 2 
who tho he ſtands at the very entrance of E- 


ternity, minds nothing but his Pleaſure. 


Unhappy Mortals | We have play d too long 


on the brink of Deſtruction: Ever while we 
live, we ſtand as it were, on the Confines of 


Eternity, if Death but touch us never . 
in 
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in the vaſt deep of Eternity; there is no need 

of a long engagement, th if he pleaſes 

2 diſpatch — in a Parr and Theor us 

own from the Steps which we play upon, 

into the Ocean of Eternity. Corkder with 

| N O you that play on theſe ſlippery 

Steps! Who think on every thing rather than 

Eternity; you know not how ſoon you may 

fall into the Pit; to morrow, this day, nay 
even this very moment, you may be tranſla 

from Time to Eternity. Lf 


- 
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CHAP. I. 


The ſecret ſenſe of Scripture is ex- 
Plain d, in relation to Eternity. 


Hen given an account in the preced ing 

1 Chapter, of the ſeveral Types and Re- 
preſentations of Eternity among the Ancients; 

it will not be improper to take a view of 

the ſacred Writings. : „ 
When Nebuchadnexzar King of Babylon com- Haniel 
manded the three Hebrews to be caſt into the . 3. 
midſt of a burning fiery Furnace, for 2 i, 
to worſhip the Golden Image which he 

ſt up; the 2 aſcended Forty Nine Cu- 
bits above the Furnace. A very wonderful 
thing indeed, but there's a Myſtery in it. 
Who'could protead h accurately to meaſure @ 
158 8 e 
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Yoſhua 3. 


Vs 16. 


V. 12. 


Eccle. 20+ js that biheth much for a little, Galfrid joins 
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rapid Flame, as to tell its height exactly to a 
Cubit ? Cou'd any one go up to the top of it, 
or apply a Meaſure to it? Cou'd he ſay that 
its height was juſt Forty Nine Cubits, and not 
Fifty? We do not uſe to number things in 
this manner: We generally ſay, Twenty, 
Thirty, Forty, Fifty, tho the things which 
we number are ſomewhat more or leſs: But 
here the Fiftieth Cubit is wanting; there is 
certainly ſome ſecret meaning in it, tis indeed 
a Myſtery, The number Fifty was made uſe 
of by the Jews to denote their Jubilee; but 
the Flames of Hell, tho? they infinitely exceed 


all the Torments of this Life; tho' they ex- 
tend both to Soul and Body, = they ſhall 
never be able to attain a Year o 


Jubilee. Hell 
is a hopeleſs, deſperate State; the miſerable 
inhabitants of thoſe gloomy Regions muſt 
never expect a day of Grace; their Torments 

are endleſs and irreverſible : Now is the time 
to obtain a free pardon, not every Hundred, 
or Fifty Years, but every Day, every Hour 


and Moment of our Life: Thar Pardon may 


now be had in a Moment, which all Eternity 
cannot purchaſe hereafter ; in one little ſhort 
Day more Debts may be now forgiven us 
than in Millions of Apes in the Life that is to 
come, DO. | 


Let me add to this another place of Scrip- 
ture which needs ſome explication. When 
the People of God paſs'd over Jordan, the 
Waters which came down towards the Sea of the 
Plain, which is now call'd the dead Sea, fail'4and 
were cut ; We read alſo in Eccleſiaſticus, There 


theſe 
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theſe two Texts together and diſcourſes thus = 
on them: If thou haſt deſerv'd eternal bitterneſs, 

and canſt eafily avoid it, by any thing that is 
temporal; little haſt thou given, but thy Pur- 
chaſe is conſiderable. It muſt be confeſs'd that 

the Sea in which thou fail'ft is the dead Sea; 

but thou haſt deſerv'd the Salt unnavigable Sea 

what thankful returns oughtſt thou to pay to 

God for ſo happy a Change? tis thro? this 

dead Sea that thou muſt go to the Land of 

the Living ; I wiſh you a ſafe and happy 
voyage. This Author compares the calamities 

of this Life to the dead Sea ; To the other he 
e e the Torments of Hell; no man can 
poſſibly eſcape both theſe, he muſt either 
plunge into one or the other. O man! Says 

t. Chri ſoſtom, doſt thou deſign to go to Hea- 
ven, and doſt thou ask me whether there be 
any difficulties in the way > Whatever we do, 
this dead Sea muſt be paſt over; tis in our 
power, if we pleaſe, to reach the calm and 
peaceful Port of. eternal Happineſs. The Word 
of God moſt high is the Fountain of Wiſdom, Eides, 1. 
and her ways are everlaſiing Commandments, v. 5. 
Thro' this dead Sea we muſt ſteer our courſe, 
by the way of God's Commandments ; the 
Scripture is very expreſs in this particular, 
F thou wilt enter into Life, keep the Command Mat. 19. 
ments. Ask Cornelius a Lapide that celebrated 7. 
Divine, what Eternity is; he will ſay, It is a 
Circle which runs back into itſelf, whoſe Centre 
is every-where, and Circumference no- where. 
What is Eternity ? *Tis an Orb, whoſe ſeveral 
Parts reſemble each other, in which there is 
neither beginning nor end. What is Eternity? 
'Tis a Wheel which turns, and will continue 

— WOW: = 
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its eourſe, begins again at the point where it 
ended. W 


without a Beginn 
without an End. 
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to turn for ever and ever. What is Eternity 


Tis a revolving Year, which having finiſhed 


hat is Eternity? *Tis a perpetual 
Fountain, to which the Waters, after many 
various and intricate foldings return again, 
that they may flow for ever, What is ter- 


_ ity? Tis an eternal Spring which ſends forth 


ſweet and bitter Waters, Waters of Bleſſing, 


and Waters of Curfing, What is Eternity? 


*Tis a Labyrinth of innumerable Windings 
and Turnings, which lead thoſe about, that 
enter into it, til] they know not where they are. 
What is Eternity? Tis a bottomleſs Gulf: 
Tis a ſpiral Line, whoſe Circles are endleſs, 


and cannot be number'd, What is Eternity? 


"Tis a Serpent, which holds his Tail in his 
Mouth, in the form of a Circle, which at 
the end begins again, and never ceaſes to begin. 


What is Eternity ? Tis a duration that is al- 


ways preſent, tis one eternal Day, which can- 


not be divided into paſt or future. What is 
Eternity? Tis an Age of Ages, ſays Dionyſus, 
which is always the ſame, and will never have 


an end. What is Eternity? Tis a Beginning 
_— N a Middle, and 

hat is Eternity? Tis an 
eternal, ' infinite B 


2 . 1 ̃ 
ways beginning | fn wich the Holy Sion 
a 


Angels al 3 oy Liſe 7 d al 
ngels always begin a happy Life, and al- 
ways enjoy new Scenes of Pleaſure ; in which 
the Damned always die; who, after have 
endur'd a thouſand ſtruglings, and 1ſufferd 
Death a thouſand times, ſhall begin again to 
75 with Death, and to die again. While 
God 5s Cod, the happy du be happy ; 4 
Es — 
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long ſhall they reign and triumph in Glory, 
White God is God, the Damned ſhall ſuffer 
the torments of Hell; ſo long ſhall they cry 
out in the anguiſh of their Spirits, Ve are for- 
mented in this Flame, aud we ſhall be tormented - 
from everlaſting to everlaſiing. 


- 
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THAF. 1 


why ETERNITY Is called 
a Manſion. 


of ſingular Goodneſs and Piety, who made 


it the conſtant —_— of his Life to 
00 


vifit the Sick, took with him for his Com- 
panion Trail a Biſhop, who lov'd nothing 
bat his Money. Brother Troilus, ſaid the 
Patriarch, whiſpering him in his Ear, let 
us aſſiſt the Friends of Chriff ; let us do what 
we can to relieve their neceſſities. Upon this 
Troilus, that he might the better conceal his 


Covetouſneſs, a Diſeaſe with which he was 


much afflicted, order d his Servant to diſtribute 
to the Poor, all that Money which he lately 


gave him for other uſes. Some time after, 


be fell ill of a Fever, which was occaſion d by 
his Covetouſneſs z the Patriarch no ſooner 
heard of his illneſs, but he gueſs'd at the 


cauſe of it; he immediately went and * | 


* 
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the Dream of an Eternal Manſon. 
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him a viſit, carrying as much Money along 


with him, as Tyoilus had lately given to the 


Poor; after ſome diſcourſe, he addreſs'd him 
thus: I lately beg'd your Charity to the Sick, 
but I was not then in earneſt, my Servant at 
that time had no Money about him; Here, 
take your Philippi, and with them my Acknow- 
ledgments for the Favour you have done me. 
As ſoon as Troilus ſaw the Money, he began 
to revive ; the heat of his Fever abated, and 
all things tended to a perfect Recovery: Troi- 
lus finding himſelf much better, roſe to din- 
ner, and eat plentifully with his Friends : Din- 
ner being over, he compos'd himſelf to reſt, 


and enjoy'd a ſweet, and comfortable Sleep 


during his Repoſe, he ſaw in a Dreama magni- 
ficeat Palace, over the Gate was this Inſcription, 


The Eternal Manſion, and Reſting Place of Bi- 


pop Troilus, He was wonderfully pleas'd and 
delighted with his Dream ; but not long af- 
ter -he dream'd again, and this ſecond Dream 
was grievous to him, for One appeared before 
him with a Troop of Workmen, and command- 


ed them to take down that Inſcription, and to 


pat another in the room of it which was this; 
e Eternal Manſion and Reſting Place of John, 
Patriarch of Alexandria, which he purchaſed for 
Thirty Pounds, Tis „ee to expreſs the 
commotions which he felt at this ſtrange Viſion, 


but the uſe which he made of it was much to 


his advantage; and the change which it wrought 
in him was very conſiderable; for, whereas be- 
fore he was of a Mercileſs, Cevetous diſpoſi- 


tion, he became a Liberal Generous Man, par- 
ticularly to thoſe who ſtood in need of his 


Charity; ſo much was he affected only wa 


—— 
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O Bleſſed Manſions, and therefore Bleſſed 8 
becauſe Eternal! With what Paſſion does 
our Saviour Chriſt deſire that we ſhould diſ- 
dain theſe our Earthly Periſning Tabernacles, 
and long after and haſten to theſe Eternal Man- 

ſions: In my Fathers Houſe are many Manſions; , - 

Entrance 1s here deny'd to no Manz every vine” 4 

may Enter here that will. , The place is ex- 

ceeding large and ſpacious ;. time excludes no 


Man; the Manſions are Eternal. 


F 


= 


* _O Eternal and Merciful God, O Eternal Truth, 
O true Love, O amiable Eternity! do thou ſo cure 
the blindneſs of our Hearts, that the preſent ſenſible 
tranſitory afflittions, which we experience in this Life, 
may be a means of inſpiring in us, a very lively 
and awful ſenſe of the dreadful Puniſhments in 
the Life that is to come. Do thou O God direct 
and teach w, ſo to 11 things periſhing and 

Temporal, that we finally loſe not the things Eternal. 
Teach mus we beſeech thee ſo to lament * Sins we 
have committed, that we may eſcape Eternal Ven- 
geance 2 to behave our ſelves in our Pilgrimage 
that we be not excluded from our Native Countrys 
ſo to demean and comport our ſelves in our Earth 
Tabernacle, that we may not fail of being receiv'd 
into the Manſions which are Eternal. | 
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ETERNITY. 


_ ConsiverRATioN II. 
In what Things Nature repreſents Eternity. 


HE Idolaters themſelves . confeſs'd an 
| Eternity, and deſcrib'd it by certain 
articular Signs. Tis true, their no- 
tions of it were not altogether ſo clear as ours, 
but God has ſufficiently manifeſted it to them, 
Rom. 1. 20. ſo that they were without Excuſe. Since it is then 
our peculiar happineſs to enjoy ſuch lively Fi- 
gures of it, ſuch as none before us ever had, we 

ought the more earneſtly to treaſure it in our 

Minds, in Meditating upon it both Day and 

Rom. 2. Night. Therefore thou art inexcuſable O Man, 

1 1. whoſoever thou art, if under ſo many and ſuch 
powerful repreſentations thou doſt not fix thy. 
thoughts upon Eternity. Where e're you go, 
Rings and Circles, Spheres and Globes, the Sun and 

Moon are in thy ſight ; can you poſlibly look 
upon any of theſe things and not be mindful of 
Rternity ? Nature her ſelf like a tender Pa- 

N ; | rent 
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upon Eternity. _ 
rent has purpoſely expos'd them to publick 

View, that whenever we hear or ſee of them 

they might diſpoſe and prepare and invite us to 

think upon Eternity. | „ 
Solinw tells us; That there is a Stone in A, 

cadia, call'd Asbeſtos, which being once ſet on 

Fire, burns continually. We read alſo in St. D. 

Auguſtin, that the Lamps which the Ancients Lib. 41. 

made uſe of in their Temples and Sepulchres, ©? s. 

were made of this Stone. Add to this, that 

Pliny, Valaterranus Dioſcorides and Others ＋ 

a wonderful Relation of a certain kind of 

Flax, which is ſo far from being conſum'd by This Flax 

the Fire, that it is waſh'd and cleans'd by it. Aer 

Accordingly we Read, that in former times the nes, on 
Dead Bodies of their Kings, before they were 51 

laid on their Funeral Piles were wrapt about mm; o. 

with a Linnen-Cloth made of this Flax, this 5" 


7 — 2 ſtegam 0 
they did to keep their Aſhes entire, and to di- ther Ind 
ſtinguiſh them from others. png 


| There goes a Report that Nero had a Table vum. 
Cloth made of this Flax, which he valu'd above 
Gold and Precious Stones. Behold and ſee how 
Nature, always kind and good, leads thee, as 
it were, like an Indulgent Miſtreſs, and directs 
thee to a thing over which the Fire has not the 
leaſt Power. ,. Thus ſhall all the Damn'd Burn, 
but the Fire ſhall never he Extinguiih'd; they 
ſhall always Burn, but never be Conſum'd; 
they ſball ſeek for Death in the Flames, but 
ſhall never find him. How juſtly therefore 
does Amandus cry out, O woe Eternal, which tn mero'>. 
will never have an end! O end without end. 155 Sapicn- 
O deathleſs Death! O death more grievous 
than all kinds of Death, always to die, yet. 
neyer to be dead. After the ſame manner the 
1 - 2 
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1iah 66. 
V. 24 
Rev, 9, 6, 


The Second Conſideration 
Divine 1/aia cxpreſles himſelf, Their fire ſhall 


never be quenched 5 and the Angel in the Revela- 


tion, Tney (hall deſire to die, and death ſhall flee fromthem - 
1 E epo of the 0 for a 
little time, it can, not only endure the Fire, 
but even Live in it; the truth of this is clearly 
atteſted by ſeveral great and conſiderable Au- 


thorities; Ariſtotle, Pliny, Galen, &lian, Dio- 


Pal. 8. 4+ 


ſcorides, nay, even St. Auguſtin himſelf beliey'd 
it. This Creature is generated of Showers, 
and conſequently of a very cold Nature, the 
Sun or Drought immediately kills it; according 
to Pliny it lies in the fire like Ice, of its Skin are 
made Lights for perpetual Lamps, which are 
always Burning. The good God who created 
the Salamander out of Earth and Clay, from 
the very ſame Matter gave being unto Man, 
but he endued him with a nobler Nature ; He 
made him, tis true, a little lower than the Angels; 
but after this Life, God in his goodneſs hath 
aſſign'd to Man the very ſame Kingdom as he 
did unto the Angels. But Mar being in Honour 


ral 49.2. had no underſtanding, but was compar'd to the 1 


that periſh. He by his wickedneſs has made 
himſelf ſuch a Salamander, who muſt always live 
or always die in flames Eternal. In thoſe In- 
fernal flaming Priſons, all things are Eternal, 
but particularly Six ; of which I ſhall Treat in 


the following Chapter. 5 


— — — — — oo uw. — 


„ - 
What things are Eternal in Hell, 

1. HE condemn'd Perſon himſelf is Eter- 
nal, it is not in his power to chooſe 
whether or no he will be Immortal. In Hell 


— 


. #08 Eterniy. ... i 


no Man can deſtroy himſelf or kill agother ; 7 
they ſhall ſeek Death and ſhall not "ag it. . Even the Rev. 9-6. 


very deſire to die, foraſmuch as that deſire 
cannot be ſatisfied, ſhall aggravate their Tor- 


* 


2. The Priſon of the Damn'd is 4110 Ater⸗ 8 


nal, it cannot periſh or fall to decay, neither 


can it be undermin'd or broke open; tis fenced 


with Banks and Mountains inacceſſible ; its 
Chains and Bars are fo vaſtly ſtrong, that none 
can force them. Shou'd any of the Inhabitants 
of thoſe Gloomy Regions, before. the day of 
| Judgement come again into the World, by 
Gods Permiſſion, he wowd bring his puniſh- 


ment from Hell along with him; he wou'd be 


an Eternal Torment to himſelf, © 
3. As the Priſon is Eternal, ſo is the Fire, 
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which can never be extinguiſned; Depart from me Mate. 23. 
ye Curſed into everlaſting fire, are the expreſs Words #'* | 


of Chriſt himſelf. Do. you attend to the word 


Everlaſting ? This fire is kindled by the Anger 
of the Lord, and it will burn for ever.. The, 


Iſai 30. v. 


Breath of the Lord, ſaith the Prophet I/azah, 33. 
not Lai 66. 


ſhall kindle it like a ſtream of Brimſtone, it ſha 


be quench'd by Night or Day, the ſmoke thereof ſhall ew 14-17; 


aſcend up on high for ever and ever. St. Auguſtin st. Aug. de 
obſerves, that Eternal Life, and Eternal Puniſh C. u.. 


ment are Relatives, that they have both one 
and the ſame duration; and therefore, ſays the 
Father, nothing can be more abſur'd, than for 
Men to ſay, that there will be an end of Eter- 
nal Puniſhment, but that Life Eternal will endure 
for ever. Who can hear this and not ſpeedil 
ſet about his Converſion, when we are not ſafe 
in the delay of one Moment. 


C 3 EY © 
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The Second Conſideration 
Add to this. the Worm and Conſcience, which = 
is always in Deſpair, being deeply tortur'd 
with the melancholly remembrance of an ill- 
ſpent Life. Their Worm dieth not, faith the Royal 
Prophet. The Ancient Poet borrow'd this 
from the Scriptures, and inſerted it in their 
Tables. Thus [Try is deſcrib'd in Virgil with 
4 Vulter gnawing and tearing his Liver, which 
every Night grrws again, and affords a new 
and freſh ſupply to the rapacious Bird. 


Nec non & Tidyon teneræ omniparentis alumnum 
Ernere erat: per tota novem cui jugera corpus 
Porrigitur; roſtroq; immanis Vultur obunco 
Immortale jecur tundens, fecundaq, penis 
Viſcera, rimaturq; epulis, habitatq, ſub alto 
Pettore; nec fibris requies datur ulla renatis. 
e Virgi: noi: Lib. 6. I. 595. 


'A Rav nous Vulture in his open Side 

Her crooked Beak and cruel Talons try'd : 
Still for tho growing Livor digg d his Breaſt, 

The growing Liver ſtill ſupply d the Feaſt; 

Still are his Entrails fruitful to their Pains, 

Ti Immortal Hunger laſts, th' Immortal Food 
. Dryden. (remains. 


What is this Vulture but the Worm in the 
Prophet? And what is the Liver but a guilty 


_ Conſcience rack'd and tormented with remorſe. 


and anguiſh Everlaſting. 

The final Sentence of our Saviour Chriſt, 
when he ſits in Judgment, is likewiſe Eternal; 
A ' Decree irrevocable, immutable, Eternal. 
When once this Sentence is gone out of his 


Mouth, it ſtands good for ever; there is no 


Appeal 


upon Eternity. 
Appeal to any other Judge; in vain you hope 
to make a Reply; no truce or reſpite will be 
admitted. Tho” the Blood of Chriſt which was 
ſhed on Mount Golgotha, was in all reſpects an in- 
tire compleat and po ſatisfaction, yet the 


Damn'd receive no benefit from it. / the Yoke 
of the Lord be a Toke of Repentance, ſays St. Ber- 
nard, you preſently conclude, that of it ſelf it can- 
not be ſweet; but do you not know, thatnothin 
in nature can poſſibly be ſweeter, if compar” 
with that Fire, which the Scriptures tells us, 


23 


is everlaſting. Go ye Curſed into everlaſting Fire, Mas. 28. 


The pain of Loſs, or, as the Schoolmen '*#* 


term it, the deprivation of the beatifick Viſion, 
like the other Plagues and Tortures of the 
Damn'd, ſhall never have an end, becauſe in 


Hell there is no place for ſatisfaction. Their 


torments ſhall continue many Millions of Years 


without one ſweet or refreſhing Moment. Tis 
true, their torments are not always the ſame, 


they languiſh under variety of Pains ; but alas! 


this variety is an addition to their Miſery. Our 
Bleſſed Saviour has more than once foretold it 


by St. Matthew. The Children of the Kingdom ſhall Ch. 3. v. rr 


be caſt out into outer darkneſs 7, there ſhall be * 
and gnaſhing of Teeth. They ſhall gnaſh t ell 
Teeth with cold, and the fire ſhall force them 
to lament and weep. How then can any Man 
be ſo ſtrangely forgetful of God and himſelf? 
How can he ſo debaſe his Nature ? How can he 


be ſo ſenſeleſs and ſtupid, ſenſeleſs and ſtupid . 


like the Rocks and Stanes, as not to feel fome 
commotions in his Breaſt when he thinks on the 


endleſs torments of Hell, torments fo aſtoni. 


| thing, fo dreadful and amazing, that they 
cannot beexpreſſed. How can he forbear ſaying 


"WY m1 hy 
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Ch. 24. 


Pſa, 6. 1, 


The Second Conſideration 


thus unto himſelf ? I am now in the way to 
Eternity, and perhaps am nearer than I think 
lam; I amalready on the confines of it, come 


one ſmall thruſt and I fall for ever. If it ſeem 


grievous and intolerable to a Man under a fit 
of the Gout or Stone, or any other Diſtemper 


to lye ſighing and groaning on a Downy B 


but one Night without Sleeping; if the Night 
is tedious and irkſome to him ; if he thinks the 
Morning long in coming, or that the Sun has 
ſtop'd his natural Courſe; and yet, as I before. 
obſerv*d,helies all this while on a Bed of Down, 
not without hopes that the day will be milder 
and more gentle to him, and that the Phyſician 
will give him ſome relief. 3 
If the Gout or Stone is in one ſhort Night 
thus ſeverely painful and grievous to us, conſi- 
der we with our ſelves how ſhall we endure to 
lie in the flames Night and Day for Thouſands 
of Years; I repeat it again, for Thonſands of 


| Years. Conſider we with our ſelves, how in- 


tolerable will it be there to Watch and Hun- 
ger, and Thirſt, and Burn, to have no part of 
ns free from-Pain, and to deſpair of any Conſo- 
lation. Conſider we with our ſelves how grie- 
vous will it be to endure this endleſs Scene of 
Miſery, without the hopes of a Releaſe. There, 


faith Thomas a Kempis in his admirable Treatiſe 


of the Imitation of Jeſus Chriſt, One ſingle Hour 
ig more inſupportable than the moſt ſevere and bitter. 
Repentance, were it to laſt a Hundred Tears- 0 
Lord rebuke me not in thine Anger, neither chaſten 
me in thy ſore Diſpleaſure- Oh remember not the 


Mal a5. dane 2 . | . | 
„ and offences of my Touth;, but according to thy 


mercy think thou upon me, O Lord, for thy Goodneſs, 
Spare me O God, and have mercy upon me, or 
am loſt for ever. | " CHAP. 


» upon Eternity. ; * 


| ; # ek 3 1 5 3 | . 
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| Why Hell is Eternal. 


Thoughts, tho' we never deſign'd to exert 
them into Action, do then become Sins, 
when we ſuffer them to dwell too long upon 


our Minds, and take a more than ordinary com- 


placency in them. Hath God then for one Sin, 
and that in Thought ouly; determin'd Man 
to everlaſting Puniſhment ?. 

there in this Proceeding? What Proportion 
is there between one - ſhort Sin, by which no 


Man was hurt or prejudic'd in the leaſt, and 
an Eternity of Miſery ? How often does bap- 
p David cry out; O give thanks unto the Lord, 
for he is gracious, and bs Mercy endareth for euer. 

Pſalm 106, 1. 107, 1. 108, 1. 137. If God be 


ſo ſevere, why does he repeat it twenty ſeven 
times? Why is this frequent Repetition? To 


this St. Auguſtin, Gregory, Thomas Aquinas and 
N N others 


O this Head belongs a Queſtion which de- 
ſerves to be reſolved. How is it, that 
the Good and Merciful God, whoſe Mercy is 
over all his Works, ſhou'd, notwithſtanding 
uniſh one Mortal Sin, which perhaps was on- 
2 in Thought, or if committed, was 
done in a moment, to all Eternity. This looks 
as if no Puniſnment was great enough for it; 
and tho? Millions and Millions of Ages be paſt, 
yet it ſhall never be ſaid, that the guilty Sin- 
ner hath made ſatisfaction to God's: violated 
Majeſty, for the Crime which he commit- 
ted. Divines indeed tell us, that our ſenſual 


What equality is- 
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The Second C onſideration 
others anſwer. That the Offence of every 


Sin is in its own Nature Infinite, be- 


cauſe it is an injury againſt the infinite Majeſty 


of God. Again, He that dies guilty of any 
Sin without Repenting of it, does in ef- 
fect Sin Eternally; Death, in taking away 


his Life, took not away his inclination to Sin; 
he ceas'd not to Sin, when he ceas'd to Live; 


but were he permitted to live for ever, he 


wou'd Sin for ever. It is further to be conſi- 
der d, that it is not in the Power of the Damn'd 
in Hell, ſuppoſing they were able to diſcharge 


their Debts, to make any Satisfaction. For 


ſ 


being Enemies to God, and conſequently not 


in favour with him, neither they nor their 
Payment wou'd be accepted; but it is impoſſible 
for them to make any Payments, ſince they do 


nothing but ſuffer Puniſhment, which is ſore 
againſt their Inclinations. To explain this 


Argument, take this eaſie and familiar Exam- 


ple; A Man borrows of his Neighbour a hun- 


Twenty Years or thereabouts, the Creditor 


will have receiv'd the — Fows 1 but what 
fore paid? 


of that, is the Debt there 


dred Crowns, and for the Security of the Inte- 
reſt, Mortgages to him his Houſe for ever; in 


No cer- 
tainly, the principal Sum remains behind, which 


is not as all leſſen d or dimiſh'd, but continues 


as intire as it was at firſt, notwithſtanding the 


yearly payment of the Intereſt. This is exact- 


ly the caſe of the Damn'd, ' tho” it were poſſible 
or *em to pay never ſo much, yet ſtill they will 


always be in Debt. They are ſtill Debtors to 


God, and will always be ſo. The ſtrong ſhall be 


as Two, and the maker of it as a ſpark, they ſball 
both burn together, and none ſhall quench them, 1 jah 


6 51.5 N Suetge 


upon Eternity. 
Suetonius reports of Tiberius Ceſar, that be-$ueo 
ing one day petition'd by a condemn'd Perſon, 
(as he was taking a review of his Priſoners) for 
a ſpeedy Execution, he made this reply, Nondum 
tecum in gratiam redij. No, Sir, Jou and I are 
not Friends yet. Our Saviour Chriſt is no Tiberius, 
he is a juſt and impartial judge, and has no- 
thing of the Tyrant in Him, and yet ſhou'd 
one of the Damn'd Petition him, after a Thou- 
ſand Years Puniſhment in Hell, for a ſpeedy 
Death, he wou'd return him the ſame Anſwer, 
Nondum tecum in gratiam redij, No, Sir, Tou and 
I are not Friends yet. Let him wait another 
Thouſand Years, nay, let him ſtay a Million, 
and then let him prefer the ſame Petition, and 
he ſhall receive the very ſame Anſwer. Let 
him ſtay another Million, and then ask again, 
Chriſt will ſtill reply, Nondum tecum in gratiam 
redij, You and I are not friends yet, in vain you 
hope for a Reconciliation ; There was a time, 
when I wou'd gladly have been a Friend, nay 
a Father to you, but you wou'd not be my Son. 
I offer'd you my Grace a Thouſand and again 
a Thouſand times, but ſtill it was rejected. 
This 1 knew full well, and I held my peace, 
and expected the happy time of thy Converſion 
Forty, Fifty, Threeſcore Years; but there 
followed no ſerious and ſteady Repentance. 
Thou haſt ſet at naught all my Gumſels and would ſt 
none of my reproof. Thou haſt hated Inſtruction 
and caſt my words behind thee Prov. 1. 25. Pal. 
50. 17. Now thou may'ſt enjoy the Fruit of 
thy Ways, and be ſatiated with thine own De- 


vices; I will laugh at thy Deſtruction for ever, pov. 1. 26. 


nor ſhall my Juſtice after infinite Ages, ever 
xetura thee any other Anſwer, but Nondum te- 
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cum in brit. redierim';, Dou and I are not Friends 
er. O God! O Sin! O thou deſtroyer of Man- 
We I. which throweſt Men head-long into a 
Wer endleſs Torments, into the bottomleſs 
Lf Eternity! {2 ord Righteous art thou, O God, 
. true ts thy" juds ment, Pal. 119. 137. It is 
Very meet and juſt that he, who by Repentance 
wou'd not accept of offer d Mercy, ſhou'd ſuffer 

the vengeance of Eternal Juſtice. _ 
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Other Motives to the C TONE of Eternity 


res from Mature. 


UT 1 return to the School of Nature, 
which in many Inſtances directs us, as it 


were, to conſider Eternit). 
Among the Rocks and Mountains of "IP Wa 


+++ Felix faber there are "found, ſays Faber ſeveral Hot Baths, 


Frei th the murmuring of, whoſe 'Waters has a very 
sweden. 


ſtrange and extraordinary Effet upon thoſe 
that come thither to hè curd of their Diſeaſes. 
If at their entrance into any of theſe Baths, 
they imagine they hear a Conſort of Muſick, 
compos'd of ſeyeral different Inſtrument; their 
Ears in a little time are ſo ftünn'd with the 
continual Noiſe thereof, that the very Muſick 
which at firſt ſeem d ſo pleaſing and delightful, 
their Imagination working upon it, becomes at 
laſt extreamly uneaſie and painful to them. 
But if they imagine t n hear àa Drum or an 
other loud N in munen the noiſe is 
expeſſive- : 


upon Eternity. 
exceſſively troubleſome, that it almoſt Diſtracts 
them. How does this lead us to the Conſide- 
ration of Eternity ? The yellings and roarings, 
and diſmal Lamentations which are heard at 
the entrance into Hell under thoſe infernal 
Mountains ſhall never ceaſe ; they ſhall conti- 
nually affect the Ears, and perplex and con- 
found the Imagination; even Cuſtom it ſelf, 
which, by degrees, makes the — Evils 
ſeem light and eaſie, ſhall not 
pate the Pain which proceeds from-theſe horri- 
le Wailings. But on the contrary, the-Bleſ. 
ſed Inhabitants ſhall Sing for-ever, Holy, Holy, 
Holy; And this Divine Song ſhall be ſo far from 
creating in them the leaſt wearineſs imagina- 
ble, that the oftner they Sing it, the greater 
will be their Joy and Satisfaction. 
Our Saviour in his Diſcourſe with the Wo- 


man of Samaria, makes frequent mention of. 
Eternity; Whoſoever drinteth of the water that I John 4. 14. 


ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt; but the water that 
I. ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a well of Water, 


ſpringing up unto everlaſting Life. | wiſh that 
i e Woman of — we did all of 


us thirſt after theſe Waters, and as earneſtly 
pray for them; O Lord give me this water that I 


thirſt not. Give me, O my Saviour, but one 


drop of this Water, do Thou make me to thirſt 
after Life Everlaſtin. | 


But there's another Inſtance by which Na- 


ture reveals Eternity to us. Suetonius, Dion 


and Pliny:the Younger, relate at large, that in 


the Year of Chriſt 81, on the firſt of November 


about ſeven. in the Morning, the Mountain Ve- 


ſurius vomited up Fire in a very dreadful and 
horrible manner, and that this was . 


often or miti- 


15. 
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by an uncommon dronght and frightful Farth- 

quake. About the ſame time roarings were 
heard in the Bowels of the Earth like Thunder; 
The Sea Rag'd; The Heavens rattled with a 
fearful Noiſe; The Mountains trembled as if 
they were falling. After theſe Symptoms vaſt 
Burning-Stones were all thrown into the Air, 
then Rivers of Liquid Flames broke forth mix'd 
with black Smoak, which infected the Sky to 
ſuch a degree, that the Sun himſelf withdrew 


his Light, and appear'd with a ſad diſcolour d 


Face, Pale and Dusky, as if all Nature, as 
ſome at that time imagin'd, was to ſuffer in 
this Agony, and to be reduc'd to the firſt Chaos, 


or to periſh in a general Conflagration, *Tis 


impoſſible to expreſs what a prodigious quan- 
tity of fiery Aſhes was ſpread o're the Surface 
of the Earth and Sea, which did conſiderable da- 
mage both to Men and Cattle, Birds and Fiſhes 
periſh'd in abundance; Herculanium and Pompeios, 
two Famous Cities were overwhelm'd with a 
ſhower of Aſhes as the People were ſitting in 
the Theatre. Theſe and other flaming Moun- 
tains, and Volcanos, which are always burn- 
ing without being conſum'd or exhauſted in the 
leaſt, are ſo many Examples given us by God, 
to = us in Mind of the everlaſting Fire of 
Hell, where the Bodies of the guilty are al- 
ways burning, and yet not deſtroy'd. Read' 
Tertullian upon this ſad Subject, let Minutius 
and Pacian be conſulted, and learn, O Man! 
How Nature kindly goes before us, and leads 
us by the Hand to the Comtemplation of Eter: 
nity. | | 


* 


To 


upon Eternity, © 
Io conclude; This time of ours is an Em- 
blem of Eternity; Nature deſires that by the 


little meaſure of Time we ſhould learn Eterni- 
ty, and form to our ſelves ſome Ideas of it 


from ſo ſignificant a Sign. There is this diffe- in gene. 
rence, ſays St. Au uſt in, between things Tem- Sent. 270. 


poral and Eternal; we paſſionately long for 
the things of this World, but when we have 
them, we value them not; they never afford 
us that laſting Satisfaction which we hop'd for 
from them. There is nothing that can fill the 
| Deſires of Man but the pure unmingled Joys of 
Eternity, which always ſatisfie and never cloy. 
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Our Deſires and Longings after an Eternity of 


Happineſs are ſeldom in this Life ſo ſtrong and 
vigorous as they ought to be, but when we 
come to poſſeſs it, our Paſſion will then exceed 
our Deſires; there we ſhall love it, and have it 
in Admiration, and yet always think, that we 


can never love and admire it enough. Our 


Charity will then be heighten'd and improv'd, 
even beyond what we cou'd either believe or 
hope for. Who can Contemplate this Scene of 
Happineſs, and not diſdain the tranſitory Plea- 
ſures of this ſhort Life, which are only for a 


Seaſon ? Who can contemplate this Scene of 


Happineſs, and not be tranſported with the 


pleaſing Hopes of inheriting a Kingdom Erer- 1 Per, 1.4. 


nal, incorruptible, undefiled, that fadeth not away, 
reſerved for us in the Heavens. | 9 
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Y "Conus DERATION HL 
1 

Au Account of thoſe | things en which U 5 
Romans P. 400 their Eteraniy. © { Pa ET 
n 14. | 
Epiſt. 2. to Ir the Vounger, "thanghe: thoſe Men ; 
_ Happy; who either-perform'd things wors | 4 
thy to be Recorded, or writ things worthy to ö 

be 3 but that they were moſt Happy w 
excelld in both. The Romans alſo were of N 
Opinion, that there were three ways by which | 
they might tranſmit a glorious Name to future g 
Ages. In the ſirſt place, they writ. many Ex- 
cellent Things; this muſt be acknowledg d, 
| but all that they writ was not Chaſt and Pure: | 
| Ihhey recorded their own diſhoneſt Failings, 
| | their Luſts and Paſſions, and infamous Amours. 
- This was no Honourable way to Eternity. 
How many Books have di'd before their. Au- 10 
thors and been utterly forgotten? Plato com- 
pares them to the Gardens of Adonis, which va- 
niſtd away as ſoon as they ſprung up, and ap | 
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. peur d no more. They pleasd not long which . 
5 ute pleas'd. But ſippoſe we the Books of IS 
the Aucient Romans to out- live time; what will Fg 

F the Eternity of their Books avail them? Can 

Y they make their Authors to live forever!? 

$ Again, The Romans not only writ, but did 

4 many excellent Things; Things worthy to be 

x related by the Pens of the moſt Learned and 
Eloquent Mene The great Works which they 
did are truly Wonderful, and their variety is 

| no leſs to be admird. They endeavour'd ſeve- 

5 ral ways to make themſelves Eternal, but were 

i not able to effect it. We do not deny, but that 

they did many gallant Actiòns both at Home 

and Abroad, by their Arms and by their Coun- 

4 ſels. Arts and Sciences were improv'd among 

186 them to tlie greateſt Perfection; How Magni- 

5 ficent were they in their Shews and Donations? 

720 Their Stately Buildings, Sepulchres and Vaults; 

| Mauſoleums and Statues exceed all Beliefs: You 

1. may form to your ſelf ſome Ideas of their 

- BY Greatneſs from theſe few Particulars which 1 

N ſhall run over very briefly. -. - - 


„ 
; * 


- Auguſtus, in his own Name and at his own, 


1 Expence; entertain'd the | Romans with Shews, 
"- and Games four and Twenty times; and three 
= and Twenty at the charge of the Publick; eve: 
N ry one of which amounted to two Millions and 
by five hundred thouſand Crowns. The loweſt. 
0 and meaneſt Shew that ever he exhibited came 
1 to no leſs than one Million two hundred and 
fifty · thouſand Crow] ] n. 
Nero gilded the whole Theatre with Gold-; 
the Dreſſing Room and Furniture belonging tc 
the Stage. was all oer Gold. He ſeatter d, 
wooden Dice among thę people, on which we 
thine : D  infſcribd 


The Third C onſideration 


5 inſcrib'd Houſes, Fields, Farms, Mannours, 


Servants, Slaves, and ſometimes Sums of Gold 
and Jewels to a conſiderable Value. Whoſo- 


ever was ſo Happy as to find any of theſe Lots, 
immediately receiv'd the Particulars mention'd 


in the Inſcription. LAT iis 
The fame Nero, for a Donative, gave away 
at one time to a common Soldier, two hundred 
and fifty thouſand Crowns; His Mother Agrip- 
pins, being deſirous to reſtrain and moderate 
his Extravagancy, ſecretly order'd' the like 


ſum of Money to be laid upon a Table in the 


preſence of her Son. Nero took the hint, and 
perceiving that this was done with deſign to 
reprove him, he. forthwith commanded that 
the Soldier ſhould receive as much more, fay- 
ing at the ſame time, that he cou'd not have 
thought that the Sum which he gave was ſo-in- 
conſiderable. Neſciebam Me tam parum dediſſe. 
The ſame Nero entertain'd Tiridates King of 


Armenia, who was thenat Rome, for Nine Months 
together; during which time he expended eve- 


ry Day twenty thouſand Crowns: The whole 
Charge amounted to five Millions and forty 


Thouſand; and notwithſtanding this extraor- 


dinary Expence, when he departed, the Em- 
peror gave him two Millions and a half to de- 


tray the Charges of his Journey. _- 


2 


It wou d be almoſt an endleſs work to men- 


tion their Stately and Magnificent Buildings, 
The Emperor Caligula built a Bridge over an 
Arm of the Sea, from Baia to Puteoli, three 
Miles in length. ' eli eel  - 
There were four hundred. and twenty four 
Temples in Rome, moſt of which were extream- 
ly Magnificent. 2 ii! 6 
VVV, Dometian 


«pon Eternity. 


Domitian expended ſeven Millions in gilding 


tn ß one al 
Eighty ſeven thouſand Spectators cou'd fit 


very conveniently on the Stairs of the Amphi- 
theatre, which were all of Stone; the Circum- 


ference above held about twelve Thouſand, in 
all ninety nine Thouſand. 


| Beſides ſeveral other Stately Buildings, there | 
were twelve Publick Baths built by the Empe- 
rors, where every one had the liberty of Ba- 


thing gratis. „ e tongs wade ag. 
ln the Hot Baths of Antoninus were ſixteen 
hundred Seats of poliſh'd Stone, and the like 


number of Men cou'd bath themſelyes at the 


ſame time with great Convenience. 
In the Bath of Etruſcus according to Pliny, the 
Canals, by which the Water was convey'd, 


the Floor, nay even the very Edges.of it were 


all of Silver; But I haſten to other things. 

In Rome, there were almoſt as many Statues 
as Men, ſome were of Gold, ſome. of Silver, 
beſides many oth 
Marble and Ivory. 


Domitian had a Statue of Gold in the Capitol 


of an hundred Pound Weight. Commedus and 


Claudius had alſo their Gold-Statues, cach of 

which weigh'd a thoufand Pounds: Claud: had 
another of Silver in the Roſtris. This occaſion'd 
the creation of a certain Officer call'd Gomes Ro- 


manus, who went always attended with a confi- 


derable number of Soldiers, whoſe Duty it was, 


to look after the Statue, og ho 

The Appian way reach'd from Rome to Capua, 
which is five Days Journey for a Running Foot- 
man. It was likewiſe ſo broad, that two 


Coaches might meet and not incommode each 


2 © other 


ers, which were made of Brafs, 


\ 
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Sciences, and were ſo eminent for their Vertde, 


| The ql hird C onſider ation. 
other in the leaſt. It was moreover made ſo 
firm and ſolid, that it ſeem'd to be one con- 


tinwd Stone. There were ſeveral other High- 
ways like this. | FO 


Authors of Credit tell us many things of the 


Roman Aquæducts which are almoſt incredible. 


The Emperor Claudius expended upon one ſix 


Millions of Gold and a half; he maintain'd no 


leſs than ſix hundred Men to look after the 


Waters. Theſe were prodigious things indeed, 


but they that built them were highly to be 


'Vlam'd for their vaſt Profuſeneſs; and yet 
their Cloacæ or common Sewers were more Mag- 
nificent than their Aquedutts, There were 


many of theſe in Rome, ſome of which were ſo 


very large, and of ſuch a ſtupendious and in- 
credihle length, that they may be reckon'd a- 


mong the Wonders of the World. I need not, 
believe, proceed any further; what I have 


already mention'd is ſufficient ; this I am ſure 
of, that what I have ſaid, will not in the leaſt 
_ F#em incredible to thoſe Who are converſant in 


Hiſtory, or have heard of the mighty Wealth 
and Power of the Ancient Romans; if any one 
doubts of the Truth of theſe Relations, give 
me leave to refer him to Suetonius, Dion Cuſſius, 
Alion. 5 5 
The things which I have mention'd, are in 
themſelves ſo truly Taudable, that they deſerve 
our higheſt Praiſes; but the Romans are not 


f Pliny, Livy, and others, who will give him Satiſ- 


leſs to be commended for their wiſe and pru- 


dent Government of their Common-Wealth; 


In moſt of their Wars they came off Conque- 


fors; They exce]Pd: all others in Arts and 


that 


5 
7 
P 


upon Eternity. : 


that Cineas Pyrrhu's Ambaſſador, a very wiſe 


and eloquent Man, after .he had, in vain, 
ſollicited the Senate to conclude a Peace which 
was diſhonourable to the Romans, told the King 

his Maſter, upon his return into Epirus, that 
the City ſeem'd to him to be a [Temple, and 

all the Senators Kings. 


In all theſe things, as I obſerv'd before, the 


Romans were much to be Commended ; but 
notwithſtanding their great Wiſdom and Pru- 


. dence, they were certainly very groſly miſtaken 


in placing their Eternity in thoſe things which 
were not Eternal. If the Romans had choſen 


37. 


St. Auguſtin for their Guide in the way ta Eterr Lib. 5. De, 


nity, he wou'd have ſhewn them a ſurer and ck 24. 


more certain Way. We do not, ſays he, account 
thoſe Emperors Happy, who have Reign'd many 
Tears or have often, as Conquerors triumph'd over 
their Enemies, or have 2 up to themſelves 
Riches in abundance; All theſe things happen free 
quently to thoſe who have no aw and Title to the 
Kingdom, which is Eternal. ho then, accor- 


ding to St. Auguſtin are Happy? Give ear Oo 


ye Emperors, and Kings, and Princes! In the 
Opinion of St. Auguſtin, there is no way to ob- 
tain Eternal Happineſs, but by the Obſervati- 


on of theſe following Rules. 


1. Juſtice. 
By governing according to the Rules of Ju- 
ſtice, and deteſtng all the wicked Artifceg 


pnhich are oppoſite to it. 


d Mode y, 


The Second ( onſideration 


ve Modeſty. 


By not being elated by the vain n 
and flattering Titles which are given you by 
your Subjects, but by N 95 you are 
alſo Men. 


J. The Fear and Love of Ged. 


By propagating as much as in you lies, the 
true Worſhip of God; by "and by K your 
ſelves to his Divine Majeſty, and by ery 

5 him in Fear and Love. 


4. The Deſire of Heaven. 


By earneſtly deſiring the Kingdom, which i 1 
Eternal, where are no Rivals, where none ſhall | 
| bs Jealous of the Power of another. 


„ 1 readineſs to Pardon. 


By being eaſie and ready to Forgive; flow t to 
Puniſhz a Sword muſt never be drawn but 
when the Good of your Country requires It at 
your Hands. Ts 


6. Mercy and Liberdlity. 
By tempering the Rigour and Severity of the 


1 aws with Mercy, and wo The Kind and Li- 
beral to e OE 


| 7 Continency- 


upon Eternity. 
7. Continency. 


By 28 juſt Bounds to your Luxurious 

Appetites, y curbing and reſtraining them al] 
you can, and by endeavouring, the greater 
your Power is, to be ſo mnch the more Tem- 
Perate. | | | DEE. 4 


I. Government of the Paſſions. 


By chooſing rather to have your Paſſions in 
ſubjection than to Rule over Nations. 


9 Humility and Prayer. 


By doing all theſe things, not out of Oſten- 
tation and vain Glory, but in and for the hopes 
of Eternal Felicity, and by never neglecting to 
offer unto God, the moſt noble Sacrifice of 

Prayer and Humility. ; 4 16s, 


All theſe Rules has St. Auguſtin fix d upon 
the Gates of the World, as a Mirrour for 
Princes; But O ye Romans, how ſtrangly have 

theſe Excellent Rules been neglected; inſtead 
of worſhipping the One True God, to how 
many ſtupid. Senſleſs Deities do you pay Ado- 
ration? You ſeem to make it a matteer of Re- 
ligion to embrace all Religions; what an unac- 
countable thing is this, that you, who have 
_ ſubdu'd the greateſt part of the Univerſe, 
ſhou'd make your ſelves Slaves to the errors 
and ſuperſtitions of thoſe Nations, whom you 
have Conquer d? 1 


: 4 Fu 


40 


k 13. 


53 8 
* 
* 


F The Third Conſideration. 
But let theſe things paſs; Cou'd any thing 
be more groſly Ridiculous than their affecting 


to leave their Eternity behind them in Books 


and Parchment, in Stone and Marble, in Am- 
— and Pyramids, Tombs and Mauſo- 
leums. What is now become of their Eterni- 
ty? The very Stones in which they. inſcrib'd it, 


are moulder'd into Duſt and 3 The 


ſame Calamity which formerly befel Jeruſalein 
has now happened to Rome. As onr. Saviour 
went out of the Temple, one of his Diſciples ſaid un- 
to him, Maſter, See what manner of Stones, and what 
Buildings are here. And Jeſus anſwering,” ſauid undo 
him, See ſt thou theſe great Buildings? there ſhall not be 
left one Stone upon another that ſhall not be thrown 
down. In this lower World nothing is Eter- 


nal: Where is now Old Rome Shou'd any 


one propoſe this Queſtion to me, my Anſwer 
is, Here it was; but what are become of thoſe 
that built. it? They are all dead and gone; 
even their very Aſhes are unknown to us. In 


a few Years we our ſelves ſhall follow 'em and 


tread the Paths of our ſilent Anceſtors; yet a 
few Years and we ſhall be as a Shadow, return 
into Duſt and be diſloly'd into Nothing. O 
the pogr frail unſtable Condition of Mortal 
Men] The- greateſt Monarchs who rul'd the 
World, are O er- rul'd by Fate; the ſtrongeſt 
Men are taken away in the bloom of Life, 
Death makes no difference between them and 
others. What is: become of all thoſe things, 
or rather, whither are they gone? They are 
vaniſnd away. What is become of their im- 
menſe Treaſures? They are flown away. 
Where now are thoſe Stately and Magnificent 
Buildings which reached up to the Heavens? 


außpon Efernity. 
They are not to be ſeen. Such is the Conditi- 


us to be never t, they are but as a Sha- 
dow and a yery Dream if compar'd with Eter- 
nity. The Glory of this World is built on a 


weak and tottering Foundation; nor Stone nor 


Marble how durable ſoever, are able to bear the 


Characters of Eternity. Well did Laftantime 


ſay, the Works of Mortal Man are Mortal. 
We believe that there was a Babylon, a Troy, a 
Carthage and a Rome; but alas! now we ſee no- 
thing of them, ſcarce any remains of their Ru- 


ins are left, which may convince us, that there 
were ſuch Cities, by an ocular Demonſtration. - 


The ſame may be ſaid of the ſeven Wonders of 


the World, of Nero's Golden Palace, Diocleſian's | 


Hot Baths, of the Baths of Antoni 


Septizonium, Julius s Coloſſus, and Pomp 
Phitheatres ey have left no point or 
behind them that they ever were in being, mo 


of the Books which mention'd them are loſt ; all 


theſe were great and mighty Works, and yet 


bow. far are they ſhort of Ererniry ? 
ee 15 F 
W ergy! . 
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W an: ffs ul 4 


How far the Romans have err'd from tir 


Luke 1. & T Nazareth in Galilee, when the Angel 


21 appear'd to the Bleſed Virgim, he made 
mention of a Kingdom thu #. 1 have no end. 

This cou'd not be meant of the Kingdom of 
Slomon, which after it had continu'd four hun- 
dred and twenty ſix Vears expir'd, upon the 
Irws being carti'd away Captive by Nebachad- 
ner tar into Babylon. Nor can we apply it to the 
Ringdom of the Nomam, Perſians or Grecians. 
What is become of thoſe flouriſhing Empires? 
Where are now thoſe Aneient and Glorious 
Monarchs? How great was Nebuchadnezzar 
in Chaldea and Syria, and after him Belſhazzar ? 
From him the Empire was tranflated to the 
Medes and Perſians, to rm, and Darius, whoſe 
Reign was hut ſhort ; from them it paſs'd into 
Greece, to Alexander King of Macedon Surnam'd 
the Great, who was a very Warlike and Victo- 
rious Prince: But as the Grecians declin'd in 
Courage, ſo their Fortune faiPd, and the Em- 
pire of the World was transfer'd to Jaly, to 
Julius Ceſar and Octavius Auguſtus. What is be- 
come of thoſe Mighty Men ? Where are they 
now? Do thou O Chriſtian ſeek after the 
Kingdom, which ſhall never have an end. Nu- 
mantia, Athens, Carthage, and Sparta, have had 
their Periods, and are utterly extinct; but the 
Kingdom which is above ſhall have no end, both 
its King and its Inhabitants ſhall endure for 

8 N ever. 


2. 


upon Eternity. | 
ever- The Lord ſhall reign for ever and every Exo- 
dus 15. 14. Upon which Words Origen Diſ- 

courſes thus. Doſt thou think, ſays he, that the 

Lord ſball Reign for ever and ever. Form to thy 


43 


ſelf what Expreſſions thou pleaſeſt, they are all 


too narrow, alas! it is not in the power of Words 
to expreſs the Duration of his Kingdom. The 
Lord will reign ſor euer and ever, the Prophet will 
has given a promiſe to every Man of 


this im» 


menſe, this everlaſting Kingdom, which is 


Happineſs it ſelf, and yet they paſs it o're in 
Silence. For what Man is there of a Thouſand, 


who ſpends the leaſt part of a Day in meditat- 


ing upon it; that thinks it worth his while to 


make mention of it; that is careful to preſs it 
upon his Wife, Children and Family, and to 


recommend it to their ſerious Thoughts, as a 
thing very worthy of their Contemplation; 


All our Diſcourſe is ſpent upon Trifles; we ne- 
ver, or very ſeldom, think on Heaven. We 
are all of us very eloquent in the praiſe of our 
Native Country; in this particular every Man 
is an Orator, we believe that we can never ſay 


enough in its Commendation; but as for our 
true Country, we are very ſparing of its Praiſes; 


if at any time by chance we touch upon it, we 


are preſently out of Countenance; who can 


talk of Heaven and not bluſh and be aſham'd'? 
We have ſo little accuſtom'd our ſelves to Diſ- 
courſe of the things of another, Life, that we 
reliſh nothing but Rallery and; Buffooary ; the 
Age we live in, is fo ſtrangely corrupted, that 


the Man that cannot break his Jeſt, and talk | 


obſcenely, is not fit for Converſation. This is 
_ wandring out of the way indeed; we ſhou d 


ſet 
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"=. upon Eternity, | 
ſet our affections on things above, our Hearts 
ſhou'd be a thirſt for Eternity; this, this alone 
ſhou'd employ our Thoughts, and our Tongues 
ſhow'd ſing and celebrate its Praiſes ; this is the 
only way to true Glory, and there 1s no true 
Glory, but that which is Eternal. 8 
The Rulers of the Jews, the Prieſts and Phari- 
ſees met frequently in Council, and conſul- 
ted . how to deſtroy our Saviour's Pow- 
er and make their own Polity laſt for ever; and 
what was the effect of their Conſultations? 
Inſtead of overthrowing the Power of Chriſt 
as they in their Wiſdom propos'd to themſelves, 
they contributed to its Eſtabliſhment, in bring- 
ing that to paſs which they ſo much dreaded. 
St. Auguſtin upon their thus deliberating toge- 
Tra. 49. ther has this eloquent Expreſſion. The 
Joan, * a” . 5 
fine, Chief Prieſts and Phariſees conſulted their own good, 
Au yet they ſaid not, let us believe. Theſewretch- 
ed Creatures debated together how to hurt 
and deſtroy, but had no regard to their own 
Security ; they never once thought of ſavin 
themſelves. And yet they were afraid and ſai 
1 to one another, as they were Conſulting, What 
3 do we? for this Man doth many Miracles; if we let 
Him thus alone, all Men will believe on Him; and 
the Romans ſhall come and take away both our place 
and Nation. They were afraid of loſing things 
Temporal, and had no regard to things Eter- 
nal, and fo they loſt both. Such is the vanity 
of our fooliſh Imaginations, that we affect to 
mock and play upon our ſelves; for alas! what 
are We? or what is there that we can call ours? 
To day. we ſpring up and flouriſh” like a 
Flower, we pleaſe, and are courted, and the 
World ſeems ta ſmile upon us. Ta morrow 
371 ET, | | | we 


The Third Conſideration „ 
we fade away and are neglected; we loſe tlie 
favour both of God and Man; of God whom we 
never ſtudied to pleaſe, and of Man whoſe fa- 


vour we ſo much courted. We neglect Hea- 


ven, and get not the Earth; we do not ſeek 
after the favour of God, and at the fame time 
we loſe the favour of Men; by this prepoſterous 
way of proceeding we deprive our ſelves of 
both, and no wonder then if we are miſerable 
indeed. Cou'd Death be mov d by our paſſio- 
nate Intreaties to ſpare the happy Men of this 
World, they might hope. to attain ſome kind 
of Glory, ſuch as it is; for as I before obſery'd, 
there 1s no true Glory but that which is Eter- 


nal. But alas! no Man is exempted: from the 


ſtroke of Death; he ſees us in the dark, and is 
not ſeen; he lies in wait, and ſurpriſes ns una- 
ware, wven we think not of him. Whither, O 
whither will he carry us if we have here liy'd 
wicked and ungodly Lives? We muſt go to the 
great Tribunat of Chriſt, who will turn us into 
Hell, where we ſhall abide for ever and ever. 
There we may plead the nobility of our Birth, 
but what will that avail us? No power what- 


ever ſhall be able to deliver us; the praiſe and 


applauſe of the unthinking many, upon which 
we ſo much valuꝰd our ſelves when we were up- 
on the Earth, will then be utterly unſervice- 


able to us. Let us here ſeek the favour of God 


and his Glory, which is only to be obtain'd by 
avoiding falſe Glory; there is no true Glory 


but that which is Eternal. 


* 


The wiſe King Solomon in his Book of Pro- . ... 


verbs repreſents Wiſdom attended like a Queen 
with two Maids of Honour. He fays, that 
Eternity is on her Right Hand, and Glory = 


! 


$ 4 4 p ” * 
| ' rr R e e 4 2 
8 r r n 9 e . * 1 a ts ie" WIR) 4 * ” 
X _—_ 9 a 7 RR * I „ n ** "> a 8 1 5 n * — . * — * aer 
4 | ' — - — 2 n . * a 4 with Sus Eh l ? þ - i — _ 6 * i 
= a Wong _— Oe IE nw; ' Han, ls 4 4 1 „ N 2 2 — 1 n 0 $ 3 r wy 4; * W — 
. o ee 1 * | — 3 3 "SAR — 8 — — — 
4 — —— "3 _—_— "-_ A © ans 32 2 = 4 e N 8 ar N de 8 
1 * Nm * * 4 — ' : Ws ont 41a” * I ** * * . = — . — = = * * — — — . —— | . SET A 3 Pa note A Ls = 3 N 2 
oY "4 5 by 2 ** n 1 & 8 n - — ar” 2 1 
- k e 7. ks <4 MEN pd 


46 The Second Conſideration 

her Left. Of what value is Glory if it be not 
Jjoyn'dwith Eternity? this is the hope of muy | 
Heb 13, 9 7 for here we have no continuing City, but 
| ek one to come, eternal in the - The 
9 5 teous ſball be had in everlaſting remembrance. 
0. be liberal and charitable, to er and 
ſubdue our irregular deſires; to preſerve our 
Chaſtity pure and untainted, are no very great 
and di Alt things; they are done in a very | 

ſmall compaſs of time, but the remembrance 
of them, and the Reward ar attends them, 

ſhall be everlaſting. 

Ho inconſiderable was the value of that 


TH! | _ Ointment which Mar) * abe ured upon 
i | dur Saviours Head? ſhe pour it, 
vl and yet it was 9 ANR 1 the whole 
if World? Others perhaps wou'd jy admir'd 
iy 5 her for her Roſie C ks, Charming Aſpect and 


Bloowing Youth; for her Air, Demeanour, 


Riches and Affability. Theſe Accompliſh- 
ments were the means of her loſing her Virtue, 
and entailing a Blot 1 "i her good Name; 
our Saviour therefore paſſes them by, and com- 
mends her for the Ointment which ſhe poured 
b upon his Head; the Charity was not great, but 
| the Glory ſhe gain'd thereby was Immortal, 
| Chriſt himſelf eclares, That it ſhall be Preach'd 
ale; hout the whole World: 
- Thi 8 Action was neither Engray'd 
on Braſh nor cut in Marble; it was neither 
5 ed in the Market, nor was it proclaim'd 
beat of Drum or ſound of Trumpet, and 
A it hath continued for a Memorial of her to 
this preſent Age, and will continue for ever. 
It ſhall i be eached throughout the whole World: 
we dean er. the Adon it ſelf, the coreias 
J 
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upon Eternity. ä 
Judas, and Simon the inſulting Phariſee con- 
demn'd itz if the matter, *twas Ointment, 
which was valu'd at thirty ſmall pieces of Gold; 
if the place, it was private; if the Witneſſes, they 
were but few; if the Perſon that did it, an in- 

famous Woman; and yet it ſhall be preached 
throughout "the whole World. How many Empe- 
rors have ſix'd their triumphant victorious 
Eagles in their Enemies Camp? How man 

Generals have with 252 reputation command- 
ed mighty Armies? How many Governours 
have ruPd their Subjects with Wiſdom and 
Prudence? How many Kings have ereftet | 
ſtately Monuments, Statues, Caſtles, and Cities? 
How many great and learned Men have waſted 
their Brains with new Inventions? This they 
did in hopes of tranſmitting their names to Po- 1 
ſterity, that honourable Men in after Ages « WE 
ſhon'd mention them with applauſe; and yet El 
their Works and names are forgotten, both the 
Works and their Authors are buried in Obli- 
vion ; but it is not ſo with the works of the 

| Righteous, they ſhall be had in everlaſting re- 
membrance, nor time nor envy. ſhall be able to 
deface them; Kings and Princes, Generals and 
Stateſmen ſhall both read and hear them with a 
becoming Veneration, they ſhall be preached 
throughout the whole World ; thus we ſee that to 
ive and die well, is the only ſure way to Im- 

mortality. Go to then ye Romans, ſeek Eter- 
nity, if you pleaſe, in your Monuments and 

Statues, but you ſhall not find it. As for me, I had 
rather wiſh with St. Merome in the life of Paul 
the Hermit. Oh remember ſays St. Hierome a 
Sinner, who, if God wou'd be pleas'd to grant 
him his requeſt, wor'd-rather chooſe” the 
50 I Thread- 


.. 


a Cor. 4. 
1 


Loke 16. 9. 75 we ful 4 il 45 
| ſayunto you, make to your elves friends of the Mam: 
mon of pleas 3 that when ye fail they 2 


apon FR TY 


Thread-hare Cloak of Paul the poor Hermit 
with his, Piety and good Works than the 
'Purple-Robes of Kings with their Kingdoms. 


Let us Chriſtians, While we are here, make 


_over our Riches, leaſt we ſnou'd loſe them; let 
us ſend them before us into Heaven, Which | 
ſtands open to receive them; but where. ſhall 
we find a truſty Meſſe —.— to carry them thi- 
ther? if we dend them by the hands of the p 


and needy they will Aichfully deliver t 
The things which we; here beſtow, upon the | 
Poor. are little and inconſiderable, if compar d 
with the recompence which we moſt certainly 


ſhall: receive hereafter; the Apoſtle, aſfures 18 : 
that it 5s an exceeding and eternal weight: of Glor 
To. this great, . promiſe we have all a juſt Tit : 

this Command of our Saviour, 7 


receive you into everlaſting 5 But 


us leave the rs 420 pos to others... 
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4 better way than the "ey to Een 


Aris the King of perſt 14, WBO was 10 
remarkable for the Slaughter of his Men, 


in bis Engagement with Alexander; had in his 
Army ten Thouſand Perſians whom he call d 


Immortal, not that they wou'd not die as well 

as others, for where can we find ſuch Soldiers? 
. t when any of them were cut off, either in 

ar or * a natural Death, their Places mere. 
Pre- 


_ 71 Eternity” + 2222 
preſently ſupplied with 3 that Werd * 
Vas nexyer more. nor leſs than ten Thon fand. 

hus ; Darius invented à kind of Immortality 5 Pr i 
ut it Was of a very mort continuance, for E 
ſently after both he and his Army periſned ton 
gether in the Plains of Arbela. It was a com- 

1 Indevſyal, Practice with'the: Princes, and 
Nobles- of Darius. the Medimi, to audreſß him ' 
thus in their Salutations, L Darius Iiue g 61 
ever. What a vain and; fobliſh, Wiſh-'was this 5 = tas 
How: ſhort was this Eternity? We . 8 Bs 
ſeventy or eighty Vears at furtheſt, / but: in: ur 
Dreams we wiſh that we may live for et 7 


— * * 1 8 
r * 


The great Kerxesy (who to 1 Greree,  . 
brought out of A both by Sea and Land. 


two, mighty Armies, which (as: Herodbrus and 
others report) conſiſted of near eight hundred. 
thouſand. Men, beſides Servants, a d 198 
follow d the Camp3) as he vicwd his Troops; 


8 


from the I p of a Mountain which cover ther 
Plains of Hyalur with their numbers fell into 


Tears; beiug ask'd the Reaſon, by one of his 
Generals, the King made Anßwer that he bu wd. ** 
not but weep to think that after ty or lixty. 
Years few-or 2 2 that great multitude of 
Men, who were now in the pri ad vigour: 
of their ſtrength, wou'd remain alive. 
We may feign to our ſelves: what Eternitiet. 
we pleaſe, bart in the mean VE We. Low: and, 4, Sa 
are as water ;ſpjlt. 7 . "Trounds 3 pr” 
Anoth ex and better Emblem of Eternit ; 
found gut at: "Oſt antinople. In 4 de ear . E 
Lord. 459, the Church. of C inople ing FC 
. of Genmngdius was cantiderably augmented: 5 LY e 
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50 The Third Conſideration 
St. John the Baptiſt» *Tis ſaid of theſe Acoi- 
metæ that they never ſlept but that they 
continually Sung Praiſes to God without Inter- 
miſſion. This was perform'd by their dividing 
themſelves into three Companies; when the 
firſt had done Singing, the ſecond began; when 
the ſecond ended, then the third; fo that by 

turns they were always at their Devotion. 
this means the City enjoy'd a kind of Heaven 
upon Earth. This is a juſt and lively repre- 
ſentation of that Eternity which is above, 
where the Praiſes of God ſhall be always cele- 
brated without any wearineſs, where the more 
we praiſe him the greater will be our joy and 
ſatisfaction. With what reaſon does the Di- 
Pal. 34:44 Vine Pſalmiſt cry out? Bleſſed are they who dwell 
in thy Houſe, they will be always praiſing thee. 
W hat St. Peter once faid upon the To of 
Mount Tabor tho* upon another occaſion, ſhall 
then be the general Voice of the Bleſſed; I is 
Marr. 17. 4. Cood for us to be here. For as St. Bernard ob- 


 Serm. 2.de ſeryCs, Eternity is exceeding great Riches, to which 


©7155 he adds, that we muſt ſeek it with perſeverance 


or we ſhall not find it. Let us learn from thee 
O Bleſſed Bernard how we ought to ſeek it. 
The Rules which this Father preſcribes are 
theſe ; Poverty, Meekneſs and Tears, theſe ſays 
St. Bernard will imprint upon the Soul ſome 
Image of that Eternity, in which all times are 
comprehended. . Poverty is a means of ob- 
Matt. 3. 3. taining Eternity; Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for 
theirs is the — os of Heaven. They ee de- 
ſpiſe and neglect the Poor, whoſe Hearts are 

„ lock'd up, as it were, with their Money, who 
lay it out as their Avarice directs them, have 
no inclination or love for Poverty, nor is Eter- 


nity 


«pon Eternit). | . "Mi 
nity in all their thoughts. Secondly, by Meek- | 
neſs we poſſeſs the things of this Life. Bleſſed mar. 3. f 
are the Meek for they ſhall inherit the Earth. Shou'd © 

any one ask what is the advantage of the im- 

tient Man, from whom you never hear a 
mild Word, who foams and frets with the ve- 
hemence of his Paſlion? Shou'd any one, I ſay, 
ask me, what advantage is it to him to rage and 
ſwell, ſtorm and thunder, to confound all 
things as far as he is able, to ſpeak civilly to no 
Man, and to be an enemy to Humanity it ſelf? 
My anſwer is, that this angry impatient paſſio- 
nate Man, will moſt certainly loſe his Goods or 
Reputation, or perhaps both. He does not 

poſſeſs the Riches which he has, but guards 

them like a Maſtiff, whoſe property it is to 
bark and bite and fly upon others. If he has - | 
any Reputation in the World, the Title of Im- „ 
* will not add to it; and as for Heaven 
je takes care to loſe it before he has it in his 
Poſſeſſion. Thirdly, by Tears we reedem the 
time paſt, and recover what we prodigally ſpent 
in Sining; but then this mourning muſt not 
be only for an Hour, or for a Day; we muſt 
do like that Extra vagant Son who with Tears 

flowing from his Eyes, follow'd his Dead Mo- 
ther to the Grave clad in a ſad and ſorrowful 
Habit, but on the very ſame day or the nextday 
after dry'd away his Tears and appear'd abroad 
in Green with his Companions; to Mourn ſo 
ſhorta timeas this, is not to Mourn as we ought 
to Mourn; and yet I am afraid that we too 
often imitate his Example; to day we lament 
for the ſins we have committed, we confeſs them 
to God, hear the Abſolution, and receive the 
Communion, but the next day return to our 
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54 The Third Conſideration 

for Honour or Pleaſure which is falſe and 

Tranſitory, they ſhou'd run the riſque of 
REG Burnings ? If no reward how great 


ſoever will prevail upon us to endure a fiery 

Furnace for an Hour, how comes it to paſs 

when Intereſt or Honour, or Pleaſure allure 

us, that we never fear the fire of Hell? To 

this you Reply, that you hope better things ; 

that God in his infinite Goodneſs and Mercy 

does not command you to terrifie your ſelf 

with the gloomy thoughts of what ſhall be 

| hereafter. This is generally our Anſwer, nor 

is it impious in the leaſt, did not our Actions 

cry out againſt us. Tis a very raſhanddangerous 

thing to live a wicked and ſinful Life, and at 

the ſame time to hope to be happy for ever. 

Alas! one Sin is ſufficient to condemn us. Know 

you not what Chriſt has threaten'd in the 

Mat. f. 22. Goſpel ? Whoſoever ſhall ſay to his Brother, Thou 
| Fool, ſhall be in danger of Hell fire. Can you be 
v. 2. Ignorant of what Chriſt has forbidden? Whoſo- 

ever looketh upon a Woman to luſt after her, hath 
committed Adultery with her already in his Heart. 

| You have heard that Chriſt hath plainly fore- 

Matt. 7. 2t. Warned us; not every one that ſaith unto-me, Lord, 

Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; but 
he that doth the will of my Father which is in Heaven. 

You likewiſe know, how that many are exclud- 

- Mart 10. ed by our Saviour Chriſt ; He that loveth Father 
37, 3% or Mother more than me is not worthy of me; and 
he that loveth Son or Daughter more than me is not 

worthy of me; and he that taketh not his Croſs 

and followeth after me is not worthy of me. Have 

you never obſerv'd how plainly and openly 

Mut 20. that ſaying is repeated? Many be called, but 

16 22. 10. few choſen. How often does our Saviour call 

wp, | us 


upon Eternity. 4 


us to amend our Lives? Except. ye be converted 


and become as little Children, ye ſhall not enter into 


the * 25 of Heaven. If thy hand or thy foot v. 8: 
"ors 


ee Cut it off and caſt it from thee ;, it ig 
better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, 


rather then having two hands or two feet to be rale tg. 
caſt into everlaſting Fire. Except ye repent ye foal 1 
« 245 


all likewiſe periſh. Then he immediately adds, 
Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, for many I ſay 
unto you, ſhall ſtrive to enter in and ſhall rg able. 
Can you be 1gnorant how particularly and di- 


ſtinctly the Apoſtle St. Paul enumerates thoſe ; 


ſins which will excludeus from the Kingdom of 
Heaven ? Now the works of the fleſh are manifeſt 


Laſciviouſueſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Vari- 
ance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Here- 


ſies, Envyings, Murders, Drunkemneſs, Revellings, | 


and ſuch like}, of the which I tell you before, as I 
have often told you in time paſt, that they which do 
ſuch things ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
If then we know our ſelves to be guilty of any 
one of theſe particulars, and do not repent of 
it in ſuch a manner, as to avoid the Commiſ- 
fion of it for the time tocome; we may comfort 
our ſelves with what hopes we pleaſe, but the 
hopes of ſich Men are without Foundation, 
they are not hopes but raſhneſs and preſump- 


tion. To be beaten only with a few ſtripes is 


4 tolerable evil; to loſe 4 Hundred or a Thou- 
ſand Crowns at play, is without doubt a great 
misfortune, but ſtill it may be born; to run the 
riſque of loſing ones life is, I confeſs, a conſi- 


derable Evil, but it is not the greateſt. But to 


run the riſque of loſing both Body and Soul 
for ever; to pleaſe and flatter our ſelyes with 
88 24 hopes, 


2 v Gal. 5. 19, 
which are theſe, Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, 20, 21. 
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TY concerns: therefore every Chriſtian to put 
1 this Queſtion often to himſelf; and to ask 
thefts, . whom God has appointed to be his 
Ministers, and to ſupply his- place on Earth, 
1 ayhat methods he muſt take, to un to him- 
LH: + --; - Flf+this Eternity of Happineſs? Is this the 
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The Third Confider ation. | 
© TheProphet Daniel, having reckon d up ſundry 
and various Calamities, concludes his Account 
. with theſe Words; Even to the time of the end; 


hoc auſe it wyet for à time appointed. Where are you 


ye wretched and miſerable Men, who almoſt 
drown your ſelves in your Tears; who embit- 
ter the Sweets any Wn ſhor- 
ten your Days by your impa mplain- 
ings ? Let this be your Comfort and Confola- 
tion, that your Afflictions are only for a Sea- 
Aon. Do you languifh under diversCalamities? 
Do not deſpair or ſuffer your Spirits to be caſt 
down, they are only for a Seaſon. Do Men 
tare you, as it were, to pieces with their Re- 
proaches? are ye wearied with Injuries? do 

many other Evils diſturb your Quiet? be not 
diſconrag'd, they are only for a Seaſon, they 
cannot, will not laſt for ever, there will he an 
end of your Lamentations. The Tears which 
you ſhed are only for a time; your Grief and 
Sorrow are of a ſhort duration; the Hour is 
coming which ſhall give you a deliverance, and 
tranſlate you to the Regions of Bliſs and Im- 


Kcef.).23, mortality; ſo true is that ſaying in Eccleſiuſti- 


cus, A patient Man will bear for a time, and af. 
terwards joy ſhall ſpring up unto him. Hear me 

alſo ye happy Men of this World, who enjoy 
the Riches and Pleaſures of it, who want for 
nothing in this Life that can make you Happy, 
if here there be any ſuch thing as Happineſs ; 
be ye not exalted, and lift not up your Horn 
on high, but know that your Felicity is of a 
ſhort and limited extent, and that your Re- 
joicing is only for a time: for the time will 
come, *twill quickly come, when Death will 
command you to lay aſide your Vizards and " 


Aon Eternity. | 
| ſtand expos d with your Fellow-Creatures, 

then the remembrance of your former Happi- 
neſs will add unto your Miſery. All things 
here are only for a time, but Eternity is a 
Gulf of an unlimited extent, a boundleſs Race 
which cannot be meaſur'd. Whether therefore 
lam afflicted in Body or in Mind; whether 1 


ſuffer the loſs of my Goods, or have my Repu- 


tation taken from me; whether my Misfor- 
tunes are inward or outward, they are nothing 
in compariſon of Eternal Torments. For when 
fifty thouſand Millions of Years ſhall be paſs'd 


after the Day of Judgment, there will ſtill re- 


main another fifty thouſand Millions, and when 
they are gone, more and more Millions will 
ſtill ſucceed, and this Succeſſion will go on for 
ever. Who is there that ſeriouſly conſiders 
theſethings,and weighs them with himſelf? Some- 
times we find a propenſity in our ſelves to ap- 
ly our Minds to the contemplation of Eternity, 
ut things paſt and future preſently diſtract ns, 
our Heart wavers and is full of Vanity. O 
who will fix and ſettle it for us, that it may 
ſtand a while and be raviſWd and tranſported 
with the ſplendour of Eternity, which never 

changes but is always the fame, : 
Myrogenes did wiſely in refuſing the Preſents 
which were ſent him by Euſtachius Archbiſhop of 
Jeruſalem ;, He refus'd them witha becoming Mo- 
deſty, and intreated the Meſſenger to acquaint 
nis Lord, that he deſir'd but this one thing, 
that he wou'd pray for his deliverance from 
Puniſhment Eternal. Neither was Tully mi- 
ſtaken when he ſaid, that nothing in this Life 
cou'd ſeem confiderable to a Wiſe Man, who 
employ'd his Thoughts in ſurveying the ing 
| | verſe, 
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The Third Conſideration 

Character: There are many, ſaith he, who 
willingly ſubmit themſelves to the Yoke, who 
from Proud, and Haughty, and imperious Men, 
become humble and _ ; who deſire to be 


what they formerly deſpis'd, and hate and de- 
teſt what they formerly were; who look upon 


_ themſelves as Foreigners in this Life, and are 


always haſtening to, and aſpiring after a Hea- 
venly and Eternal Kingdom; who prefer Ab- 
ſtinence to Luxury, Watching to Sleep, Pover- 


ty to Riches; who think it a Pleaſure to con- 


tend with their Vices; who love their Ene- 


mies, and endure a Thonſand Injuries and Re- 


ches in and thro' the hopes of an Eternal 
etribution. An Eternal Retribution ! Who 
wou'd refuſe to ſuffer the ſevereſt and moſt 
painful Hardſhips to obtain ſo great and glori- 
ous a Reward? „ 
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CoNns!DERATION IV. 


How Holy David meditated upon Eternity, 


and how we ſbou'd follow his Example: © 


"HAT God ſhou'd doom the Apoſtate An. 
gels, and Men at the Day of .Retribution, 
to Eternal Torments, ſeem'd ſo hard and 1n- 


credible a Doctrine to ſome Perſons, that even 


Origen himſelf, who was mighty in the Scrip- 
tures, and no leſs famous for his admirable 
Wit and excellent Learning, preſum'd to 
maintain in his Book of Principles, that both 
the Devils and the Damn'd, after a certain pe- 


. riod of Years, the Fire having purg'd and 


cleans'd them from their Pollutions, ſhou'd be 


reſtor d to Grace. St. Auguſtin, and others rib. 1. De 
_ convinc'd him of his Error, and condem'd him &* 


tor it. But notwithſtanding their Condemna- 
| | f tion, 
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© 2 upon Eternity _ 
was this his Practice in the day only, but in the 


commune with my whole heart, and [ſearch out my 


| Spirit, And what was it that encourag'd him 
in this nightly Exerciſe ? Will the Lord 25 of | 
s hs © 


for ever? and will he be no more intreated ? I his 
mercy cleangone for ever ? See how he trembles at. 


the thoughts of Etrolty, how fearful he is of 


God's Judgment, leſt he ſhould caſt him off for 


ever. And what was the conſequence of this 
Meditation? What effect had it upon him? 
And I ſaid this is mine infirmity, but I will remem* 
ber, or rather, I nom will begin to remember, &c. 
bus in an inſtant he became a new Man, 
he did not delay and put off his Repen- 


tance till his latter Years; but mow, nom 
mill I begin, now will 1 live a more Holy 
Life than I have hitherto done; not after this 
Hour, or after ſuch a Day will I begin to do 
this, but nom, even now. Some perhaps may 
ſay; cou'd 1 meditate e Eteraity as David 
did, I might readily and chearfully pronounce 
with him, nom, nom will I begin. But 1 
am ſo incumbted with daily Cares, fo perplex'd 
and entangled with the Affairs of Life, which 
hurry me hourly from this place to that place; 
that I cannot call. home my diſtradted Thoughts 
to ſo excellent a Meditation. Beſides, my Cir- 
cumſtances oblige me to be much in Company; 
I hear and ſee a great deal of Evil, and cannot 
ſpare time to think upon Eternity. When we 
£0 the Park, the Tavern, or the Play-houſe; 
we never diſcourſe on ſuch ſerious things; our 


Minds are buſied with variety of Subje&s 5 we 


cannot then refle& on what ſhall be hereafter. 
When we are feaſting, our Jeſt and our Glaſs 
- ns. EGS employ 
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night, faith he, I call to remembrance my Song 3 7 N 
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employ our Thoughts; all ſerious things are 
Baniſhed from the Company, and joy appears 
in every Face. We enquire what News from 
Spain, France or Italy. The things which belong 
to Heaven and Hell are Old and Threadbare, 
we know them, ſay they, already, why will you 
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render them nauſeous to us, by a too frequent 
Repetition? By this way of proceeding it comes 
to paſs, that we can neither find a proper 
time, nor proper place to think upon Eternity. 
O Chriſtian Brothers, what you ſay is true, nor 
can Ideny it. I wiſh you were as ready to 


- amend your fault, as you are to confeſs it; for 


tho every day preſents us with ſome thing or 
other which brings Eternity to our Remem- 
brance, yet, ſure J am, that it is too manifeſt, 
that nothing in the World is more generally 
neglected. GE 
The Book of the Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Church of Rome in the Office of the Conſe- 
cration of Biſhops, has theſe Words, Anus 
Eternos in mente habe, think upon Eternity. And 
when the new Elected Pope is carried in Pro- 
ceſſion with great Pomp and Solemnity to St. 
Peter's Church, there goes one before him hay- 
ing in his Hand ſome Burning Elax, and ſhaking 
it in the preſence of the Pontiff, he thrice pro- 
nounces this following Sentence; Pater ſantte, 
ſic tranſit gloria Mundi, Holy Father, thus the Glor 
of the World paſſes away. If at the beginning and 
ending of all our Actions we cou'd bring our 
ſelves to repeat this Sentence, Annes Frernos in 
mente habe, we ſhow'd find a conſiderable bene- 
fit from it, more eſpecially at ſuch times when 


opportunity of time and place, and the wicked 


ſnggeſtions of our Old Adverſary the Devil 
„„ tempt 


- * 
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tempt us to Sin, or when we are in danger of 
doing any thing which will wound our Con- 
ſcience; or makes us bluſh and be aſham'd ;, at 
ſuch times as theſe it will nearly concern us to 
think upon Eternity. | 


— 


CHAP. I: 


Diverſe ſhort Admonitions to think upon 
Eternity. 5 


HILIP King of AMacedon appointed a young 
ö Noble · man fo Addreſs fim every Morn- 
ing with this Salutation; Phili , remember that 
thou art a Man; that being put in mind of his 
own Mortality, he might demean himſelf to- 
wards other Mortals with the greater care and 
Circumſpection. Conſider we with our ſelves; 
how much more does it concern every good and 
pious Chriſtian, who is a Member of, Chriſt's 


Catholick Church, to be his own Monitor, and 


to ſay to himſelf every Morning, three times 

at the leaſt, Eternity, Eternity, Eternity. Set (G4, 49. 15 
thine Houſe in order, faith the Royal Prophet to 
King Hezekiahy for thou ſhalt die and not live. 

There will come an Evening when thou ſhalt 


never ſee the next days Morning, or there will 
come a Morning, when thou ſhalt never ſee the 


following Evening: Take heed therefore ſo to 
order your affairs in every particular Circum- 
ſtance of Life, that you do not wound your 
Conſcience z and put not too great a truſt and 
confidence in periſhing things, leſt by ſo doing 
you both loſe your ſelf and the things which 
are Eternal. F 2 "T's 
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when 4 Candle in the Evening is firſt brought 
into the Room, to ſay, Deus det nobis lucem 
aternam, God give m light Eternal. This is a 


truly Pious and excellent Cuſtom, and is very 


worthy of our Imitation. 

There is alſo a kind of Eternity in Slavery 
and Impriſonment, but it is dreadful and dif. 
| honourable ; to be condemned for ever to the 
Gallies, or to be Impriſoned for Life, is in many 
Mens opinion ſo cruel and ſevere a Puniſh- 
meat, that it is worſe than Death it ſelf. 


They who groan under any Diſeaſe, or are 


oppreſſed with any ſore Calamities, are likewiſe 
apt to imagine that there is a kind of Erernity 
in their Sufferings; hence it comes to paſs that 
we often hear theſe impatient Exclamations; 


What will this never haus an end? Muſt I be confin d 


to my Bed for ever ? Shall I never be freed from 
theſe intolerable Pains? Muff I be always thus tor- 


mented ? But theſe Eternities are of a ſhort du- 


ration, and will quickly have an end. 
But I return to conſider perpetual Impriſon- 


ment, which, as I ſaid before, is an Emblem of 


Eternity : How many Piousand Religious Per- 
ſons, Holy Men and Holy Women do in ſome 


manner conderirt themſelyes to it? Who, that 


they might the hetter ſerve God, have retir'd 


from the World, and taken a ſolemn and final 


farewel of all the Pleaſures and Vanities of it; 
who ſweetly paſs away their Days in dedicating 
themſelves to Gods Worſhip and Service, in 


5 praying unto him, and in celebrating his Prai- 


fes, which is a kind of Heaven upon Earth. 


CHAP- 


7 


*Tis a Common es with the Germans, 
e 
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upon Eternity, 
i 


That Eternity exceeds all the Numbers of 
| Arithmetick,. 1 


HERE is a known and common propo- 
ſition in Arithmetick concerning Eterni- 


ty, which Boys are generally taught at School. 


'Tis this, If from a Mountain of very fine Sand, 


which is as big as the Earthor bigger, an Angel 


every year were to take away one ſingie Grain 


only, I demand in how many Thouſand, or ra- 
ther, in how many Millions of Years this Moun- 
_ tain would appear to be viſibly Decreas'd, or 


to have ſuffer d the leaſt Diminution ? Let a 
Maſter of Accounts fit down and compute, how 


many years muſt paſs away, before this Moun- 
tain, or even half of it, at a Grain a Year, can 


be removed by the Angel. Suppoſing ſuch a 


Caſe, we ſhou'd be apt at firſt View to imagine 


that there would be no end of removing this 


Mountain, and that the Angel had undertook 
a Work which cou'd nnt be effected. But here- 


in we are miſtaken, for tho' the Work ſeems 
impoſſible to us, yet it may be done, each Grain 


of this vaſt Mountain may be numbred. But 


Eternity tranſcends the power of Numbers, 

and the Reaſon is plainly this, becauſe there is 
no Compariſon, no manner of Proportion be- 
tween things finite and infinite, and Eternity 


we know has no Bounds or Limits, and there- 
fore cannot be comprehended. From whence 
we Argue, that when the Damn'd have ſuffer'd 


the Torments af Hell, all this vaſt unconceivable 
My ths "MS term 
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term of Years in which we ſuppoſe it poſſible 


for this ſtupendions Mountain to be remov'd, 


yet even then their Torments ſhall be fo far 
from drawing to an end, that we cannot truly 


and properly ſay, now begins their Eter- 


nity. Eternity can ſuffer no diminution ; after 


a Thouſand Millions of Years no part of Eter- 
nity can be ſaid to be expir'd; *tis one entire 


perfect Moment without Beginning, Middle, or 
End: In a Word, its Meaſure is always. _ 

This method of counting in reſpect to Eter- 
nity, is alſo made uſe of by Cirnelizs 4 Lapide, 


a very Eminent Divine; his Words are diffe- 


rent, but his Concluſions are the ſame. I the 


more willingly Tranſcribe what he ſays upon 
this Subject, becauſe it can never be ſufficiently 


Cornelius a 
Lapide, 1'1 
Cap. 15. 
F.xodi 

V. 1%s 


inculcated upon the minds of Men. Obſerve, 
ſays he, what is the length of Eternity ? How 
long ſhall God and his SaintsReign ? How long 
ſhall the Damn'd burn in Hell? for Ever. 
How long is that ? Imagine a Hundred Thou- 
ſand Years; but that is nothing in reſpect of 
Eternity; Imagine Ten Hundred Thouſand 
Years, yea, as many Apes; but that alſo is no- 
thing in compariſon of Eternity ;' Imagine a 
Thoaſand Millions of Years, ſtill they are no- 
thing. Eternity 1s the ſame and will always 
be ſo. Proceed and number as many more as 
you can, add Millions to Millions as long as 
ou pleaſe, and then ſuppoſe the Damn'd to 
burn in Hell all this vaſt duration; when you 


have done all this, you have not yet found the 


beginning of Eternity. Imagine again as many 


Millions of Millions of Years as there are 


Drops in the Sea, and you cannot yet come to 
the begtaning of Eternity: Such is the dura- 
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tion of that Eternity of Happineſs, which the 
Saints and Angels enjoy in Heaven; and ſuch 


is the duration of that Eternity of Torments 
' which God hath decreed to the Damn'd in Hell. 
Spare us O Bleſſed Jeſus, ſpare us! Spare us, O 
Jeſus, and have mercy upon us, and ſuffer us 
not to be thrown down headlong into this Eter- 


nity of Torments. 


Shou'd God ſay to the Damn'd, let the Barth. 


be cover'd with the fineſt Sand, and let the 
World be fill'd therewith; let heap be piPd 
upon heap, till it reaches up to the higheſt 


Heavens, and let an Angel, every Thouſand 
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Years, take a Grain from it and when the 


whole ſhall be remov'd, after ſo many Thou- 
ſand Years as there were Grains, I will releaſe 
you out of Hell. Shou'd God, I ay, make any 
ſuch Promiſe to thoſe Miſerable Spirits, what a 
mighty Conſolation wou'd it be to them? How 
wou'd they exult and rejoyce ? Their Damna- 
tion wou'd ſeem ſomewhat eaſy to them. But 
alas! after Millions and Millions of Years, there 
remain more Millions, and ſtill more Millions 
for Ever and Ever. This is that heavy weight 
of Eternity, with which the Damn'd are fo 
ſorely oppreſs'd ; let every one that ſinneth 
refle& upon it, and let him alſo, conſider, that 
unleſs he Repent, he ſhall alſo Groan under this 
inexpreſſible weight, ſrom Everlaſting tq 
Everlaſting. 1 ; 
Gulielmus Peraldus, Biſhop of Lyors, a very 
Learned and Religious Man, has given us ano- 
ther Computation -of the many numberleſs 
Years of the Damn'd, which he recommends to 
our ſerious Meditation. Shou'd the Damn'd 
prery day diſtill from their Eyes but one Tear 
FIST F 4 Ny 
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only, ſays this Pious Biſhop, and ſhou'd the 


Tears which they thus diſtill day after day 
'be preſery'd together in a convenient place, 
they wou'd at length exceed the vaſt Ocean of 


Waters. The Drops of the Sea have their 
Number and Meaſure, it is an eaſy thing for 


God to ſay, they are juſt ſo many and no more; 


but the Tears .of the Damn'd can never he 
number'd. Whence comes it to paſs that we 
do not more frequently conſider theſe things ? 
How can we ſin ſo freely and unconcernedly ? 


How can we, for a little ſhort ſenſual ſatisfact- 
ion, render our ſelves obnoxious to an Eternity 
"W.-Toxment'?. "© ES Sat eee, 
There is another way of caſting up this 
vaſt Circle of Years, if 1 may ſo expreſs my 


ſelf, which is briefly this: Suppoſe a Skin of 


Parchment in breadth a Span, but of ſuch a pro- 


digious length that it wou'd compaſs the cir- 


cult of the Globe; ſuppoſe it fill'd with Figures 
of 9 ſo cloſe er 

be left, where ſhall 1 find the Arithmerician who 
can tell me the Sum of this vaſt Number? 
Where is the Mountain that has ſo many 


er that no ſpace ſhould 


Grains? What Sea has ſo many Drops of Wa- 


ter? But yet this is nothing to Eternity, whoſe 
S 


extent and circumference is larger and larger; 


it tranſcends all Bounds; and if you ask me 
how far it reaches, its extenſion is infinite. 
If thy Heart, O Chriſtian, be not as hard as 
'the Rocks and Stones, it will fink down and 
melt within:thee, at the conſideration of Eter- 


nity : An Eternity of Torment is ſo dreadful, 


ſo amazing a Conſideration, that if there is in 
thee any tender Earnings and ſoft Relentings, 
they will and muſt exert themſelves when thou 


thinkeſt upon Eternity. But as! — be- 
ö , -: . ore 
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fore, there are very few who trouble them- 
ſelves with ſuch thoughts as theſe; they live as 
ſecure of their own Salvation, as if there 
were no Heaven, no God, no Hell, no Eter- 


nity. They daily multiply ſins « 27 ſins, and 


are ſuch proficients in wickedneſs, as if they 

deſign'd to perfect Iniquity, and to be every 
day worſe than they were before. Thus they 
play and ſport with Eternity, as if it were a 
Priſon only for a few Weeks. Such Men as 
theſe, ſaith St. Gregory, inſtead of mourning for 
their Sins, ſpend all their time in Muſick and 


Dancing; inſtead of employing their thoughts 


upon Death, and what ſhall be _ hereafter, they 
run laughing to their Execution. O miſerable 
| Blindneſs! O forgetful Madneſs ! How do we 
labour for the things of this Life, which, at 
the beſt, is but a Shadow of Eternity ? But for 
Eternity it ſelf we labour not at all; and yet 


ſhou'd we miſs of this Eternity of Happin oſs g ; 


we muſt certainly incur Eternal Death ; which, 


as it is a Scene of continued Miſery, infinitely 
more grievous than any of the Evils which we 


experienc'd in this Life, ſo it has alſo this pe- 

culiar Property, that we ſhall not enjoy a 
Moments reſpite from endleſs Pains in the vaſt, 
unfathomable, infinite ſpace of all Eternity. 
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CHAP. I. * 
What offeft the Conſideration of Eternity ought | 


to have upon us. 


FN the ſtrength of this Conſideration it 
was, that fo many Chriſtian Saints and Mar- 
tyrs, in the firſt Ages of the Church, were fo 
ready to endure the moſt exquiſite Torments, 
and painful Death, which Cruelty it ſelf cou'd 


inflict upon them: what was it that cou'd 


make them ſo cheerful and ſerene in the midſt 
of their Sufferings ? What was it that cou'd 
inſpire them with ſuch a ſuperiour preſence of 
Mind, that when they lay weltring in their 
Blood and gaſping out their Souls, they in- 
ſulted their Tormentors ? What was it that 
cou'd produce theſe wonderful Effects but the 
confideration of Eternity ? e 
_ *T'was this that prevail'd with ſo many Men, 
ſome of which had liv'dvery freely and looſely, 
to renounce the Pleaſures and Vanities of the 
World, to embrace a Life of Pennance and 
Severity, and to give themſelves up to Prayer 
and Meditation. hat was it that wrought 
this wonderful Chung in them but the Conſi- 
deration of Eternity? There are many now 
living who are ready to atteſt the Truth of 
what I ſay; they themſelves will aſſure you 
that it was this Conſideration which gave them 
a a diſguſt to the things of this Life; and tho? it 
may ſeem hard to fleſh vnd Blood to renounce 
the World and the Vanities thereof, yet the 
thoughts of Eternity will zemove theſe diffi 
Fo TE, cultics, 
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culties, and make all things ſweet and pleaſant 


to us. It makes our Labour ſeem light and 


ſhort; it recommends the Duties of Vigilance 


and Devotion, and it makes them amiable ; it 
ſweetens the pain of Hunger and Thirſt, and 


makes Poverty a Pleaſure; it ſoftens and aſ- 
ſwages the Calamities of this Life, and not 


only makes them tolerable, but ſo orders them 


for our good, that even our very Sufferings are 
a Spring of Joy and Conſolation to us. Who- 


mind by frequent Meditation, is undiſmay'd at 


the greateſt Labours ; he endures the evils and 
misfortunes which befal him with a Confidence 
invincible. Shou'd you offer him a Kingdom 


he wou'd refuſe it; not all the delight and 
picaſures of the Univerſe wou'd tempt him to 


change his Happy State. He bears all things, 
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ſoever thinks on the Years of Eternity, and 
endeavours more and more to fix em in his 


and ſubmits to all things without complaining, 


lifting up his Eyes and Hands to his Crucified 
Saviour, the true and perfect Pattern of Pa- 


tience. What a very trifle is this or that Evil? 
Shall this or that thing diſcompoſe me? no, I 


will reſolve to bear it with Patience, be it what 


it will, it cannot laſt for ever. My Enemies 
may execute their Rage upon me; they may 
load me with Oppreſſions, but it is only for an 
Hour; go ye Detractors, 1 defie your Malice, 
tare me to pieces ye envious Mortals! I will 


not fly ſrom you, this is your Hour and the 


power of Darkneſs; I wait for and expect the 
Day of the Lord, the Day of Eternity. Why 


ſhou'd I vex and diſcompoſe my ſelf with fruit- 


leſs Lamentations ? Even all our Life is but 
the Death of one Hour; the Victory is _ dif- 
; „ icult, 
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cult, the Trinmph is Eternal. Why ſhowd 
I dread the angry Ocean, when the Port is ſo 
near? I ken it already, tis the Heaven of my 
wiſhes; let the Storms and Tempeſts rage a. 


inſt me, I will uot be afraid; It may thunder 

r a time upon the Heads of the Good and 
Virtuous, but the Thunder will ſoan be paſt 

and gone ; It ſhall not beſo with the Enemies 

Pal. 11. 51. of God, he will rain 33 een Brim- 
one, Storm and Tempeſt, this ſhall be their ion 

+ Drink. True — faithful is the Prophecy of 

Dan, 12-2- the Prophet Daniel; _— faith he, that ſleep 
in the duſt of the Earth ſhall awake, ſome to ever- 
laſting Life, and ſome to ſhame and everlaſting On- 


tempt. bf | 
In the Old Law God commanded Moſes, ſay- 


ing, Make thee two Trumpets of Silver, of a whole 
piece ſhalt thou make them; if they blow but with one 


Trumpet, then the Princes which are the Heads of 


the Thouſands of Iſrael ſhall gather themſelves unto 


thee. When ye blow an alarm, then the Camp ſhall 
0 forwards. To theſe two Trumpets the words 


| "Now and Always may be fitly compar'd. The 
Widow 2. Law of the World is this, «Let us enjoy the good 


„ 7. . things that are preſent let us pleaſe our ſelves 


* 


With all that is ſmeet : let us fill our ſelves with coſtly 


Wine and Oint ments, and let no flower of the Spring 


of Voluptuouſneſs 5, let us leave Tokens of our joyſul- 
-neſs in every place. They wha attend only to 
-the Sound of this one Trumpet, and lift u 
their Ears to this word Now, do for the mo 
part live here, as if no Always were to follow 
hereafter. They remove not their Camp, they 


3 


\ 


paſs by us; let us Crown our ſelves with Roſes before 
they be wither d; let none of us go without his part 


5 forget in the midſt of their Enjoyments, — 
N / 1 5 T 


upon Eternity, 


they are but Pilgrims and 8 on the Earth ; neb. 11. =_ 


they give themſelves up to the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, and mind nothing elſe but how to get 
Riches and to wanton 1n Pleaſures ; the Sound 
of this Now has ſo beat upon their Ears, that 
the beſt Advice is loſt upon them, they hear 
not the Always which will quickly follow. But 
they, who hear the Sound of both Trumpets, 
which the Church ſonnds to them every Day, 
and incline their Hearts to underſtand the 
Sound, and thereupon compare this little Now 
with the infinite everlaſting Always, move their 
Camp without any delay; they live as Strangers 
and Pilgrims on the Earth; they crucify the Fleſh, 
they conſider themſelves as Travellers, and do 
therefore ſend their Riches and Pleaſures before 
them into their Country which is above ; they 
had rather enjoy them Always in Heayen, than 
Now upon the Earth. Moſt certain it is, that 
whoever ſeriouſly and attentively liſtens to the 
Sound of theſe Trumpets, and truly compares 
things preſent with future, things Tranſitory 
with things Eternal, he will immediately pre- 
pare for his Departure, and provide himſelf 
with things neceſſary for his Journey; he will 
remember that he is now in the way to. Eter- 
nity, and will therefore entertain a conference 
with his Soul, and ask himſelf theſe Queſtions; 
Am I able to give an Acconnt to God of all 
my Thoughts and Words, and Actions? And 
when I give him an Account what Sentence will 
God pronounce - againſt me? Nom therefore 
will I die to my ſelf, that I may live Always to 
God and my ſelf. It cannot but be well with 
that Man who daily and ſeriouſly thus thinks 
upon Eternity. Whatever we do we muſt mw 
bt (Es this 


_ Patience. In the beginning of 
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this way ; Alas, we know not how little time 
we have to live. Death may be nearer perhaps 
than we imagine, who, at our laſt and gloomy 
Hour will lead us to the Gate of Eternity and 
compel us to enter. The Words and Actions 
of dying Perſons do daily and hourly inculcate 
upon us this important Truth. | 
In the Year of our Lord 1606, March 23, 
died Juſt us Lipſius a great admirer of the Sick 
Philoſophy, who was very famous for his great 
Learning, of which his Writings are an abun- 
dant Evidence. While he liv'd, he often wiſh'd 
with Auguſtus, to have a ſhort and eaſie Death, 
and he had his wiſhes, . for he dicd after four 
days Illneſs. During this time he made no 
mention of his Writings or Studies, ſo far 
from that, that when one of his Friends, who 
came to viſit him, told him, that he needed 
not uſe Arguments to perſuade him to Patience 
under his Pains; the Philoſophy which he had 
ſtudied ſo muchwov'd furniſh him with Motives 
ſafficient to that purpoſe; he Anſwers him 
with this Ejaculation, Domine Jeſu da mihi pari- 
entiam Chriſtianam, Lord Jeſus give me Chriſtian 
His Illneſs he re- 
ceiv'd the Holy Sacrament, and continu'd every 
day to intreat the Prayers of all good Chri- 
ſtians, till at length perceiving his Diſſolution 
to draw near, he addreſſed himſelf: to God in 
the following manner. FE om 
oO Lord God who art a Rock and ſtrong Tower of 
Defence to all that put their Truſt in thee, bave 
mercy, I beſeech thee, on ” poor ſorlorn diſtreſſed 
Servant, who is now ſtruggling and contending with 


. 
* 


and the ſtrength of my Salvation ; O give me the 


comfort | 


upon Eternity. 
' comfort of thy gracious aſſiſtance, leave me not, nei- 


ther forſake me O God in this my laſt Hour, on which | 


depends my Everlaſting Salvation. 

This is a noble and excellent Example, and very 
fit to be follow'd by every good Chriſtian. 

Let us then in all humility proſtrate our ſelves at 
the Throne of Grace; there with uplifted Hands 
and Hearts 106 e p wt adore our Cruci- 
fied Saviour, beſeeching him of his goodneſs to grant 
= the aſſiſtance of his 2 907 to er 


and | us in the laſt of our Lives 


that when the Snares of Death compaſs us about, and 
our Trembling Souls are on the Confines of Eternity, 
we may Triumph with him, and with him be made 


partakers of Everlaſting Felicity. : 
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Some Inſtances of very wicked and ungodly Men; | 
have meditated upon Eternit. 


N the Old Hiſtory of the Fathers, we have 
1 an Account of a Religious Man, who as he 
3 was meditating on the goth Pſalm, came 
| | at length to theſe Words; for a Thouſand _ 
55 Tears in ry fight are but as Teſterday, ſeeing that ii 
4 paſt as a Watch in the Night. Here he ſtopd 
1. | without proceeding any farther, not being able 


- 
- ->. 


WEE to conceive the Reaſon why a Thouſand Years 
FE 4 and one Short Day ſhou'd be compar'd toge-. 
1 ther. Upon which, they tell us, that a little 
| Bird was ſent to him by God, who with his 
| ' ſweet and raviſhing Harmony ſo charm'd and 
| tranſported this Pious Man, that tho? he heard 


> him a conſiderable while, yet he thought that 

= the Bird had ſcarce Sung an Hour, ſo very 

| 16a 3. 8. ſhort did the time ſeem to him. The Wind 
bloweth where it liſteth; not only good Men, witli 
Holy David, have meditated upon tern 
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though | 
as it were to it for ſo long a Seaſon, ,and not 


1 


but even wicked and ungodly Men have ſome 
times made it the Subject of their Thoughts 
when they leaſt intended any ſuch thing. 


Benedictus Rhenanus gives us a Relation of a 
vain ungodly worldly Man, who was ſo great 
a ſtranger to Watching and Faſting, and other 
Religious Mortifications, that he cou'd: not en- 
dure the want of any thing, r 
It happenꝰd one night, that this Hues (tor that 
was his Name) cbu'd not compoſe himſelf to 
reſt, as he uſed to do; he was ſo diſturb'd with 
frightful Dreams, that his Sleep went from 
him; he tumbled and toſled, and chang'd his 
fide, but to no ee he wiſn'd for 
Day: (Here the Wind of the Lord began to 


blow tho” in an unknown Land, for this Man 


ſeldom thought on any thing but his Pleaſures.) 
Being tir'd with lying broad awake, he began 
at laſt thus to think with himſelf; wou'd any 


Man conſent, upon any terms what ever, to 


lie two or three years together awake in this 


81 


diſmal Darkneſs, and all that time to be depri- 3 


ved of the ' ſweet enjoyment of his Friends; 
lie 


| ſuppoſing the ſickneſs, under which helanguiſh'd, 
to gh and eaſie? Wou'd any Man conſent, - 


lay upon a Bed of Down, tobe bound 


to have the Liberty of diverting himſelf with 
Plays and Operas, with Feaſting and Revell. 


098. and other Sports and Entertainments? 
O +a 


what Reward and Recompence you 


_ pleaſe, ſure I am, that no Man wou'd ſubmit; - 


to ſo great a Hardſhip. But what am 1; that 


L ſhou'd hope to be exempted from the common 
Calamities which are incident to others? The 


time will come, when, whether I will or no, 1 
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muſt lie, as well as others, upon the Bed of 


Sickneſs, unleſs I die ſuddenly, which God for- 
bid ! But when I go from hence, what will be. 


come of me after Il am dead; my Body will rot 


and putrifie in the Earth, this is the condition 
of all Mortal things, and -I muſt ſubmit to it; 
but what will become of my Soul in the other 
World ? 1 cannot believe that all Men go to 


the ſame place after Death; ſome go this way, 


and ſome go that way; there is a Heaven, and 
is there not a Hell? Ah me! what kind of 
Bed will the Damn'd have there? How many 
years muſt they lie in Hell? Will the flames 


thereof continue for erer? When, Owhen will 


they be extinguiſhed ? Chriſt indeed has threat- 
en'd to puniſh the wicked with everlaſting fire, 
and he will certainly do fo; the thing is plain 
and evident. Shall the Damn'd then burn in 
fire for ever? Are not a Thouſand anda Thou- 
ſand Years ſufficient to waſh away the Sins of 


one ſhort Life? And ſhall the Damn'd never 


ſee the Sun? Shall they never behold the glory 
of the Heavens ? Shall they always be excluded 
from the preſence of God, and be miſerable for 
ever? Such thoughts as theſe kept him con- 
ſtantly awake, and proceeded ſo far to poſſeſs 
his mind, that night and day he thought on 
nothing but Eternity. He endeavour'd all he 
cou'd to rid himſelf of ſuch uneaſie Compani- 
ons, but all his endeavours were in vain ; he 
went very often to Plays and Muſick-meetings; 


he aſſociated himſelf with Men of Wit and Plea- 


ſure, and ſought to drown his Cares in Wine; 
by this means he ſtifled for a time the Com- 
plaints of his Conſcience, but when he came to 


+ himſelf he cou'd not iy from them. Eternity 


was 


upon Etergity. 
was always preſent to his mind, and it prefsd 
him ſore. At length he determin'd to change 


his former courſe of Life, and to improve the 


remainder of it to better advantage. Miſerable 
Wretch, ſaid he, that 1 am, how do I waſte and 
conſume my time ? I enjoy the World, and I do 
not enjoy it; I ſuffer many things which I wou'd 
not ſuffer, and I want many things which I fain 


wou'd have. I make my ſelf a perfect Slave, 


and what is my Reward ? Now I ſee what re- 
compence they are likely to expect, who all their 


Lives have been Slaves to the World. For, 


admitting it were in my power to enjoy ſuch a 


Circle of Pleaſures as my Soul cou'd wiſh for, 
how long will they continue? The many Fune- 


rals which I daily meet with, are to me a ſen- 
ſible and convincing Argument, that this Life 
is ſo confin'd to the preſent, that I cannot be 
ſure that I ſhall live till to morrow. O Eter- 
nity, if thou wert not in being! if thou wert 
in any other place but Heaven, even on a Bed 
of Down, how bitter and unpleaſant woud'ſt 
thou be. We are not without difficulty brought 
off from thoſe Habits which by frequent Prac- 


tice are become a ſecond Nature tous; A Man 


who has conſtantly us'd himſelf to keep much 
Company, to Drink hard, and gratifie his Luxu- 
ry, is not eaſily wean'd from it. But delays are 
dangerous; Death may come on a ſudden, and 
ſnatch us away. Why then do you delay? 
Things that are neceſſary do not admit of any 


deliberation, eſpecially if they be matters of Im- 


portance. Well, 1 am reſolv'd, if 1 live, that I 


will be quite another Man; this life is very 


ſhort, but Eternity is for ever. I muſt now 


think of changing my _— 1 am reſolvd 
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upon it, arid now I begin. To conclude this Re- 
lation, he immediately retir'd from the World, 
and put his good Reſolutions iuto Practice; he 
liv'd as became a Religious Man who had dedi- 
cated himſelf to God and Eternity, and his 


death was the deathiof the Righteons. 


O Eternity, how few are they who think thus 
ſeriouſly upon thee } and yet there are fewer 
who treaſure thee npJin/their minds, and delight 
as it were to dwell upon thee. We greedily ſeek 
after other things, but Eternity is vile in our 


| Eyes, we look upom it asa dry: and barren, and 


unprofitable Speculation. Our Hearts are bent 
upon getting Riches, but riches are frail and 
periſhing ; beſides, in a littletime we mult leave 
them behind us We are ambitious after Ho- 
nour, but what is Honour, tis an empty bubble, 
and is ſoon gone from us. We love to ſatisſie 
aur Souls with Pleaſures, but they are pain and 
bitterneſs in the end. We wiſh for reſt, but it is 
of a very ſhort duration. Nothing ſeems to us 
more deſirable than Friendſhip, but Death di- 
vides the moſt intimate Friends. What more 
pleaſing than Converſation ? but it is not about 

the things which are above. We ſeek after a 
bundance, hut we ſeek it where it ſoon will fail. 
Did we oftner and more earneſtly contemplate 
Eternity, our deſires wou'd cool to the things of 
this World, they wouꝰd not he ſo bent upon em; 


let St. Bernard be my Witneſs in this particular 


He that is truly à thirſt for Eternity has no taſte or 
reliſh for Tranſitory thing. 
There are ſome who have à kind of Eternity: 


in their Months, who make ſolemn proteſtati- 


ons that they willavoid ſich and ſuch things for 
ever. I will neyer come near ſuch pagers 


4 . 


pon Eternity. 
the remembrance of the Sin which I there com- 
mitted will make me ſhya it-as long as 1 live. 
Nor will I ever for the future keep Company 
with this lewd Men, or that wicked Woman; 


nor with any other of my Companions in Wick- 
edneſs. I take a laſt and final farewel of Re- 
velling and Drunkenneſs, Chamberings and 
Wantönneſs. Let it ſuffice that I have onde or 
oftner been at thoſe places. that J have ſinn'd 
with ſuch and ſuch Perſons, and did as they did. 
Theſe are wiſe and prudent Reſolutions, and 
the Man that makes them deſerves to be com- 
mended ; for he that is afraid to lin is moſt cer- 
tainly in the right in avoiding all occaſions 
which may tempt him to it. But I wiſh O Man 
that thou wert as careful to make good thy 
promiſes, as thou art ready to make them. Alas! 
how common is it for Men to forget their 
Vows and Reſolutions, and in a few Days, I 

had almoſt ſaid Hours, to commit again thoſe 
very Sins, againſt which they made ſuch tolemn 
Proteſtations. © It concerns us therefore to ho 
very prudent and cautions in ſuch Caſes, not 
only in the promiſes we make, but in uſing our 
utmoſt ſtrength and power faithfully to per- 
form them. We muſt not make raſh promi- 
ſes to God, but when we have made a Vow un- 
to him, we muſt be ſure to keep it with an ir- 
violable fidelity. We have ſeveral dreadful 
Examples before us, how ſevere God is in pu- 
niſhing ſuch as make Vows unto him, and do 
not take care to make them good. 


* 
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KC) 
CHAP. I. 
Mars Labours and the Spiders compar d 
together. 5 


Tſaiah 29. 
I, 15. 


Fal. 50, 9. 


Good; we are always undertaking ſome migh- 
ty things, and where is the Succeſs? We 


* 


Here is another Eternity, and that is the 

worſt of all, which thoſe Men vainly pro- 
miſe to themſelves, who wou'd be happy before 
they go hence, and wou'd be in Heaven before 


they are there. Wherefore hear ye the word of the 


Lord ye ſcornful Men, ſaith the Prophet, Iſaiab, be- 
cauſe ye have ſaid,we have made a covenant with Death, 
and with Hell we are at agreement. O ye fooliſh 
and unwiſe! what is this Eternity which ye 
thus madly promiſe to your ſelves? alas! here 

is nothing permanent and laſting. How ele- 
gantly does the Pſalmiſt deſcribe this your vain 


and imaginary Eternity. We ſpend our Tears, 


faith he, az arale that is told. Or as others read it, 
We ſpend our years in muſing like the Spider. W hat 
are all your Years but one continual Exerciſe 
and laborious Muſing ? Labour and Grief, Fears, 
Cares and Suſpicions divide our Life; juſt as 
the Spider weaves Thread upon Thread, even 
ſo is Life, *tis a conſtant continu'd Scene of 
Trouble; we are always ſighing to be freed 
from ſome Evil, or to enjoy ſome expected 


. weave in effect the Spider's Web, tho? we do 


not know it, we take mighty pains, but to 


little or no purpoſe. We ſpend our years in mu- 


fing like the Spider. The Spider ſpares no Pains 


or Labour in weaving her Web; fhe is always 


upon Eternity. 

in Motion, ſhe runs about it this way and that 
way, and returns again to the point from 
whence ſhe went. She conſumes her ſelf, and 
works out her Bowels in ſpinning a Thouſand 
curious Threads to build her little Manſion ; 
which, when it is finiſh'd, is liable to be blown 
away by every puff of Wind : She hangs it a 
loft, and faſte 

| ſhe renews her former Pains and Labours, takes 


many and many a compaſs about it, and again 


_ exhauſts her.own poor Bowels in ſtrengthening 
it all ſhe can with Thread upon Thread. This 
admirable Texture is at length compleated, it 
hangs aloft, and all things ſeem ſecure, when 
on a ſudden tis ſwept away with the leaſt touch 
of a Broom, and the work which coſt her ſo 
much pains is deſtroy'd in a Moment: But this 
is not all, the unhappy Spider either periſhes 
in the Ruins, or is taken in the Net which ſhe 
made her ſelf, and trodden under foot; Thus 
this little Animal makes, as 4t were, her own 
winding Sheet, and weaves a Snare to catch 
her gelt. N bY | 
In like manner do many in the World ex- 
hauſt their Spirits, and conſume their Vitals in 
acquiring great and honourable Titles, in fol. 
lowing their Pleaſures, heaping up Riches, and 
in contriving ways and means to keep and to 


encreaſe them. To compaſs theſe ends they 


_ employ all their Wit; they run up and down 


and heat and vex and fatigue themſelves, juſt 


as the Spider ſpins out her Bowels; they waſt 
their beſt and fineſt Spirits, and enervate the 
ſtrength and vigonr of Life. And to what 
purpoſe are all theſe mighty Pains ? even when 


they have effected what they intended; their 
| . works 


ns it to the roof of the Houſe; 


87 


1 
1 
1 
0 
if 
. 
#1 
if 


88 


good for nothing but to catch Flies. Beſides, 
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works are no better than the Spider's Web, 


they often die in the midſt of their Works; 


the many happy genial Days which they pro- 
- miſe to themſelves prove fatal to them, and 


that which they deſign'd to be their Palace, 


becomes their Sepulchre. Thus we ſpend our 


years in muſing like the Spider, We pro- 
ſve 


ſe to our ſelves great and mighty Things, 
ut fail in the Performance; even what we do, 


had for the moſt part, better not have been 


done: And as for thoſe things for which we 
contend with ſo much vehemence, but are not 


Tamh 28. 
18. 


able to attain them, they are of a ſhort and 
uncertain date, ncither they nor we can conti- 
nue for ever. Thus the covenant with Death is 
diſanull'd, and the agreement with Hell ſhall not 
ſtand. We conſume and waſt away and periſh, 
and what is yet more Melancholy, we blindly 
ruſh headlong into Eternity, from whence there 


is no Redemption. 


'Tis reported of Guerricus, that as he was 


hearing one Day at Church the Fifth Chapter 


Gen. $ $- 


ver. 11. 


ver. 27. 


of Geneſis, wherein are theſe Words; And al! 
the days that Adam lived, were nine hundred and 


thirty years and he died. And all the days of Seth 


were nine hundred and twelve years, and he died. 
And all the days of Enos, were nine hundred and 
ſive years, and he died. And all the days of Me- 
thuſelah were nine hundred and ſixty nine years, and 
he died, &c. The apprehenſions of Death 
wrought ſo powerfully upon him, and made fo 
ſtrong an impreſſion upon his Mind, that he 
immediately retir'd from the World, and dedicat. 
ed himſelf to the Service of God, that he might 


e the Death of the Righteous, and Nand poſ 


ſeſsd 


a” 


pon Eternity. . _ 89 
ſd. of that bleſſed Eternity, which is a0 


where to be found on Earth. 
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What i the beſt Queſtion. |, 


the particulars of his Carriage and Addreſs; 101 
There came one running, ſaith the Evangeliſt, and ; 
kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Maſter, 

What ſhall Ido that I may inherit eternal Life? To Mar. 19.17. 
whom our Saviour made this reply, Thou knoweſt 

the Ommandments; if thou wilt enter into life, : 
keep the mmandments. At Philippi a City of 2 16. a. 
Macedonia the keeper 2 the Priſon 42 down before © 

Paul and Silas, and ſaid, Sirs, what muſt I do: to 

be ſaved? This was an excellent Queſtion in- 

_ deed, and the beſt that cou'd be ask'd; but O 

good God! Where are the Men that move this 

Queſtion ? Among all our Enquiries, this is 
very ſeldom or never to be heard. It is com- 
mon with Men by their fooliſn Queſtions, to 
| betray their Weakneſs and Curioſity, and to 
diſcover) to others* thoſe imperfections which 
they wow'd willingly have conceal'd. If any © 
one is ſollicitous to know, where the beſt 
Wine is to be ſold, I can eaſily divine his Inch- 
nations. If another asks ſuch immodeſt Queſti- 
ons as I cannot hear and not be aſham'd; he 
lays open to my view the ſecrets of Wine 

FFC 


5 


P fal. 115. 
N 16. 


The Fifth C onfidetation. 
and manifeſtly diſcovers it to be full of thoſe 
things with which his Diſcourſe ſo much a- 


bounds. Wedo nothing elſe but propoſe Que- 


ſtions to one another ; but we never enquire, 
which is the way that leads to Heaven? This 
is the fault of all vicious Men, but particularly 


of thoſe who give themſelves up to Luxury 
and Intemperance, who mind nothing elſe, 


but how to gratifie their ſenſual Inclinations, 
and take their fill of unlawful Satisfactions; 
This, I ſay, is their Misfortune, that tho” they 


have — themſelves into the deep, and are 
juſt upon t 


e point of periſhing in it, yet they ſel. 
dom or — 2 that ſerjoulnck and ſince- 
rity as becomes ſo weighty and important a 
matter, ſay thus unto themſelves; Is this the 
way to Eternal Felicity ? Is this the way that 
leads to Heaven? But of all others, they are 
leaſt apt to move this Queſtion, who enjoy a 


| ſweet and delicious Life, who have nothing to 
trouble and diſcompoſe them, or if they have, 


endeavour all they can to make themſelves in- 


| ſenſible of it. They look upon Afflictions to 


be the greateſt of Evils, and are ſo intent up- 
on their Pleaſures, that as long as all things 
are well with them, they regard not the Miſe- 

ries and Calamities of others, and never con- 
cern themſelves in the leaſt with what ſhall be 


hereafter. This is their *daily. and conſtant 


Song: The Heavens, even the Heavens are the 
Lords; but the earth hath he given to the children 
of 1 _ re — ſtreagth hos Body 
nor Mi y whi may eſcape the power 
of Men, but the Hands of the Lord are Might 


ty, they will bring them to Judgment, and 


compel them to ſuffer everlaſting — 


Ce N N 


eaſie and happy Life, that 


happy Men, gives this Cha 


plagued like — * — £2 a whoring w 
their omn in dentions. his certa 


| N 
«pon Eternity. . A 
for all their * and ungodly Addons. God 
may ſometimes in his ſecret Judgment reject a 
Sinner, he may take away his. Preſence from 
him, and give him over to follow his own Ima- 


5 ginations, and to wall in the way f bus Heart, cle. 1. 5. 


and in the ſight of his Eyes. * may ſuffer him 
to enjoy a Scene of Proſperity and to lead an 
at any time he 
does any thing that is good, he G1 / immedi- 
ately receive his Reward : I fay, may 
ſuffer all this, in Yis hire rere 
may ſpare him here, him hereaft 
The Royal Pſalmiſt peaking of theſe 
er of them 720 PrAL 73 N 
are not in trouble as other Men; neither are = 


39. 


nly, is 4 
deplorable condition: 51 15 Life as can 
imagin d. God ſpares not thoſe Wige d de- 
ſigas to prepare for Eternity, but cauſes them xccte. zo & 


| often to feel Ins Rods | _ confirm this 


Truth by many Examples, but at puke Pls I 
chooſe to mention but one, which indeed is ſo 


parf cular and extraordinary in all its Circum- 


ſtances, that I know nothing in all the Hiſto · 
ry 59 0 Ages, that is parellel to it. 


* 
+ 111 . * 
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TN the Year'of our Lord 1185, Andronicw 


A the Firſt Einperour of the Eaſt, being taken 


having firſt reproac 


Pho was choſen — 


Priſoner hy his on Subjects in the third Year 
of his Reign, was very cruelly and barbarouſly 
nsd by them; they put two Iron Chains about 


his Neck, loaded him with Fetters, and in this 


manner they carried him before Jacius Angelus, 
YXeror in his ſtead. 'Who 
having h'd him for his Tyranny 
and Cruelties, deliver'd him over to the en- 
raged Multitude to do with him as they pleas'd. 
Nothing cou'd be more pleaſing to the People 


than to have it in their Power to revenge them- 


ſelves upon their Enemy, and indeed their 
Revenge was very extraordinary; They buf- 


feted him, baſtinadoed him, pull'd him by the 


Beard, tore his Hair from his Head, *daſh'd 
out his Teeth ; this done, they drag'd him in- 


to the Publick Market, and expos'd him to the 


Mockeries of all the Citizens: Nay, even the 


very Women fell upon him and beat him with 
their Fiſts. After this they cut off bis Right 
Hand, and thruſt him thus maim'd into the 


common Dungeon of Thieves and Robbers, 


without Meat, Drink, or any one to look after 
him. In a few days they put out one of his 


Eyes, and being thus miſerably mangled, hay- 


ing not only loſt an Eye but an Arm, they put 


upon him a little ſhort Cloak, ſhav'd * 


— 


Adlon Eternity. 
and ſet him upon à ſcabbed Camel with his 
Face towards he TAY ; then ee gs 


Head a Crown of Garlick,. and forc d him to 


bold the Camels. Tail inſtead; of a Scepter. In 


this manner they lead him in Friumph thro? 
the Market- place; obſerving a flow.-Majeſtick 
pace; here he was again inſulted hy the furious 
Rabble, who never conſider'd that hut three 
Days ſince, he was a Great and Mighty Em 

ror, prals'd, admir'd and celebrated by the 
people, and that they themſelves had taken 
the Oath of Allegiance to be his true and faith- 
ful Subjects. Their Rage immediately ſupply'd 
them with Arms, Stones and Brands are flung 
at him in abundance; ſome beat him on the 


Head with Clubs; others fill'd his. Noſtrils 


with Dirt; others dipt Spunges in Exerementz 
and ſquez'd them upon his Face; ſome run 
him into the ſides with Spits, others caJld him. 
mad Dog, Fool and Blockhead: An impudent 


Woman coming out of a Kitchin with a Por; 
of ſcalding Water, pour'd it on his Head, 6 
as he paſs d by. There was none who did not 


do him ſome injury or other. At length they 
brought him into the; Theatre, where they 
mock d and flouted him as they pleas d; then 
they took him from the Camel and hung him, 
up by the Heels betwixt two Pillars. The 


unhappy Emmperour endur d theſe. Indignities | 


with an invincible Patience; He difcoyer'd 


nothing that was mean and unmanly, but be- 


hay'd himſelf in all reſpects like a truly pious 


and Chriſtian Heroe: He never was heard to 
accuſe his ill Fortune, or to lament and gom- 


Plain in the leaſt ;-if he had, it had been to no 


puͤrpoſe: When he began to male his wonnen 
ren | | * 


Ihe Fifth Conſideration 
with God, and to beg pardon for his Sins. He 
was obſery'd, now and then, to repeat this 
Expreſſion, Domine miſerere, Domine miſerere, 
Lord have Merey, Lord have Me 93-4 | 
Unhappy Ardronicws, in that thou waſt forcd 
to undergo ſuch inhumane Barbarities; but 
happy in this, in that you ſuffer d them with a 
Patience invincible, as the juſt reward and re- 
conipence of Sn. | 
But the Rage of the Multitude did not ſtop 
here; they were reſolv'd to torment him as 
Jony by he liv'd A they took off his Coat, and 
tore his Fleſh with Hooks and Harping-Irons : 
One more cruel than the reſt, run his Sword 
nto his Belly and pierc'd his Bowels as he was 
hanging; Two others, to try whoſe Sword 
| was the ſharpeſt run him into the Back, lean- 
ing with all their ſtrength upon their Swords 
as they thruſt them intò him. Here the miſe- 
rable Emperor, with much pain and difficulty, 
lifted up his wounded Hand to his Mouth, with 
deſign, as ſome thought, to remove the warm 
Blood which ſprang into it from his Wounds 
in doing which his Life went from him. 
After ſome Days he was taken down from 


* 1 


the Gallows, and thrown like a Beaſt under 


one of the Arches of the Theatre; ſome who 
had? more Humanity in them, remov'd his 
Body to another Place, but [acims wou'd not 
ſuffer him to be buried. A e 
O Androniem O Emperor of the Eaſt! How 
ought you to adore the Goodneſs of God, for 
this his extraordinary Grace and Mercy, in 
permitting you to ſuffer theſe Indignities for 
a few Days, that you might not periſh Days 
without nymber : You were Miſerable- —_ 


— —— k — 


| upon Eternity. 95 
ſhort time here on Earth, that you might be 
Happy for ever and ever: And I do not at all 
doubt, but that you thought upon the Vears 
of Eternity, ſeeing that you endur'd this Scene 
of Torment with ſuch an exalted bravery of 
Spirit as was not to be daunted by the greateſt 

Extreme. | 

1 have taken this Relation from the Annals 
of Nicetas, ſurnam'd Cheniates, who liv'd, at 
the time, when theſe things were tranſaQt- 


ed. | | | 

O Chriſtians, Chriſtians, think upon Ererni- 
ty! in all the Miſeries and Extremities of Life, 
ſet the Thoughts of Eternity be your Conſolation; 
it will wonderfully ſweeten the Rigour of your 
Pains, and make them ſeem light and ſhort un- 
to you, ſhort indeed, if compar'd with Erer- 
nity} For our light affliction which is but for 42 Cor. 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of Glory. Upon this St. Auguſtin 
cryes out, and prays, Domine hic ure, hic ſeca 
modo in æternum parcas, Burn me here, O Lord; 
Let me ſuffer here, ſo thou ſpareſt me hereafter. 
Thus this Pious Man continu'd to pray eyen 
to the very moment of his Departure. This is 
certain, that God ſeldom ſpares thoſe in this 
Life, whom he deſigns to make Happy for. 
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T HE Royal — L peaki of the, Wicks 
& 'x ed, 75 has: theſe Words; 5 21 4 

en every ſide, or in 4 circuit. This is Fabel way 
val. 12. 6. and manner of Life; They go from Feaſt h 


Feaſt, from pleaſure to Pleaſure, from one 


Wickedneſs to another: This is their Circle 
when they have gone their round of Wickel 
neſs, they begin again, - and proceed as befo 
till Death unawares ſurpriſes them in t 
Circuit, when leaſt expected nes. 
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apon Eternity, 97 


The Sons of Fob agreed together to Feaſt and Job 1. 3. 
Regale each other by turns, evety One his Day 
their good Old Father wiſely conſidered, that 
theſe their daily Entertainments cou'd not but 

be ſinful; upon which, He ſent and ſan@ifi- yer. 5. 
ed them, and roſe up early in the Morning, and f. 

fer'd Burnt-offerings, according ta the Number f 

them all, And therefore, as the Wicked delight 

to waſte and conſume their Days in a Circle of 
Pleaſure, God will appoint them a Circle, but 

it ſhall be a Circle of Torments, which will ne- 

ver have an End. This was foretold by Holy 
David, Thine Arrows, ſays the Prophet, went Palm 37. 
abroad; the Voice of thy Thunder was heard in 17, 18. 
the Heaven, or round about. Famine, War, Pe- 
ſtilence, Diſeaſes, Calamities, Death, and all 

other Afflictions, under which we often languiſh 

in this Life, are the Arrows of the Lord, but 

they ſoon fly over us, they ſwiftly paſs from 

one to another; but the Voice of his Thunder, 

the Voice of his Anger, and heavy Diſpleaſure 

like a Wheel that is always in Motion, ſhall 

ſound round about the Infernal Regions, from 
Everlaſting to Everlaſting. 1 


This Wheel, as if it were filbd with Gun - 
powder, when once it takes Fire ſhall burn to 
all Eternity; 4 Fire is kindled in mine Anger, Deut. 32, 
and ſhall burn unto the loweſt Hell. But there is 22. 
another Circle which is likewiſe: Eternal, I 

mean, a conſtant perpetual Change from Cold 
to Heat, and from Heat to Cold which are al. 
ways in Extremes. Drought and Heat conſume Job 24 19. 
thc Snow-waters, and ſo doth the Grave thoſe that 
have ſnd, This is more expreſly intimated to 
' - hi "On - 
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98 De Sixth Conſideration | 

us, by the gnalhing of Teeth, and Weeping of 
Matt. 12. Eyes which are mention'd by St. Matthew. 
13. The better to deſcribe this dreadful and incom- 
prchenſible Wheel of Eternity, we will firſt 

ſhow how the Holy Fathers _ with the 
Church, and then, how the Church agrees 
with the Scriptures in this Particular. In theſe 

there. are divers excellent Admonitions, to 

which if we give good heed, Eternity will not 

eaſily be forgott | g ee 


— — 


The Anſwers of the Holy Fathers, 
and the Church, to ſeveral Queſti- 
ons reſpecting Eternity. 7 


. : 4 
r —— 
* p e 


8 Of all the Holy Fathers, there are Five, 
| who liv'd in different Ages, that particu- 
larly deſerve our Eſteem and Veneration ; Au- 

 guftin, Chryſoftom, Gregory, Bernard, Laurentins 


* 


5 The Firſt Queſtion here is; Whether it be 
eaſier and more tolerable to endure the Head- 
ach, Tooth-ach, Gout, Stone, Colick, or any 
other acute Diſtemper for three whole Days 
and Nights without Intermiſſion, and not to 
have a Moments Reſt all that long Time, or ” 


may ſeem indeed unpleafant to the Ta 


. Bleſſed Saviour both by his 


| pom Eternity. 
eat a mouthful of Fiſh, whoſe Gall was over- 


flown? This may ſeem a very idle and fooliſh 


Queſtion ; for how much better wou'd it be, 
to eat a whole Fiſh tho? never fo bitter, than 


endure ſuch exquiſite torturing Pains, tho' but 
for one Day. The bitterneſs of the Fiſh will 


do you no Injury, it will neither endanger your 
Life, nor bring upon you any Diſtem * 

leed &, but 
what is that? The Anſwer is very Jab and pro- 
per; and yet how many Thouſand Men make 


choice of the former? How often does the Pious 


Preacher tell them in a very plain and eloquent 


Manner, O Chriſtians, Chriſtians! The Way 


which you go will Ruine you for evet; our 
| Life and Doctrine, 
has ſhewn us a ſafer and much better Way, ye 


have wander'd long enough, Return, O Return; watt. 3. 8. 


and bring forth Works meet for Repentance. The 
good God has put it into every Man's Power to 
80 to Heaven, if he will. He is always. ready 
to give his Aſſiſtance to thoſe that deſire it; the 
Duties of Abſtinence and Mortification are I 
confeſs very bitter and painful; to live a chaſte 
and innocent Life, to keep a conſtant Guard 
over our Senſes, and to conquer our Paſſions, is 
no ſuch ſmall and eaſie Task as ſome may ima- 


ine; but how grievous and difficult ſoever it Luke 14; 
, we muſt endure it. Ought not Chrift to 20. 


| bave ſuffer d theſe Things, and to enter into his 


Glory, Let not that Labour which is but for a 
Seaſon, make us afraid; it is neceſſary that, 
for a few Years, or perhaps a few Days, we ac 
and ſuffer valiantly, but our Joy and Tranquilli- 
ty will be E — He is the greateſt Conque- 
rour who conquers himſelf, who bridles his Ap- 
be V 


John 
12. 


* 
* 
. 
* 
— 


Tur Sixth Conſideration 

1 oppoſes with Violence his impetuous 
aſſions, and all for the ſake of Heaven and 
Chrift, and a Bleſſed Eternity. Our Saviour 


Chriſt after his Reſurrettion invited his Diſci- 


ples to dine upon ſome Fiſh, which were broil'd 
upon the Coals; by which Action He ſignified 


to them, what great 3 they were to ſuffer, 


That they ſhou'd not thin 


| of leading a ſweet 
and pleaſant Life, but that they ſhou'd be 
Ston'd, Scourg'd, Crucified and Flea'd alive 


and thar this was the only Way to a joyful 


Reſurrection; That the Things which we ſee - 
are meer Trifles, Things of no Value, and 
conſequently not to be compar'd with that 
Immortal Felicity which is inviſible. Theſe 
Things are often Preach'd, and Preſsd, and 
Urg'd upon the Minds of Men, but they are 


little regarded: This bitter Fiſh by which I un- 


derltand the Duties of Abſtinence and Morti- 


fication, is recommended to us both from the 
Preſs and Pulpir, but we ſet it at nought; we 
hear and read many Diſcourſes upon Eternity, 
but we will not diſpoſe ourſelves to believe 
them; if at any Time they make a more than 
ordinary Impreſſion on our Minds, the Cares 


of the World ſoon Efface it, and we bury it in 


Oblivion. Even when Conſcience acts the 


Preacher, and forces, as it were, upon us ſome 


excellent Admonitions, and is inſtant with us 


to put them in Practice, it prevails nothing, 


| ng on the contrary, they will debate the 


all its Perſwaſions are in vain There are ma- 
ny of ſuch perverſe Diſpoſitions, that they will 
not liſten to the Voice of the Preacher, nor to 
the Dictates of Conſcience. be they never ſo 


atter with you, and in Oppoſition to what 
5 | . + : you 


be afterwards puniſh'd a 
| wou'd he wiſh to enjoy his Dream again? What 
Proportion has a Dream to a 100 Years? The 


Tos EW, SG: WP WIVES; Go PAT 


upon Eternity. 


you Aſſert, they will confidently Reply, Let 3 


Things go well with us here, and we are ſatisfied ; 


who can tell what ſhall be hereafter * Future Things 


are precarious and uncertain; no Man was ever 
known to come back from the Kingdom of Dark- 


neſs ; let us therefore mind our preſent Profit, and 


enjoy as much of Life as we can, and pleoſe onr- 


- ſelves with all that is ſweet. Theſe are che Prin- 
ciples which the Men of the World preſcribe to 


themſelves, but let St. Auguffin determine this 
Queſtion : Melius eff, inquit, modica amaritudo in 
faucibus, quam æter num tormentum in viſceribus. 
'Tis better, ſays He, to ſuffer a little bitterneſs in 


| the Mouth, than to be tormented in the Bowels for 


ever. It is infinitely better to ſuffer for our Sins 


in this Life, than in that which is to come: It 


is infinitely better to keep our Bodies under, 
and to accuſtom ourſelves to the neceſſary Du- 
ties of Abſtinence and Mortification, for Sixty 


101 


or Seventy Years together, than to ſuffer for 


one Day the Torments of the Damn'd, whoſe 
Anguiſh and Miſery is beyond Expreflion, But 


let us ſee what another of the Fathers has to ſay 
upon this Subject. E | 


The Second Queſtion is propog'd by St. Chry- 22. 
ſoftom , Shou'd a Man, one Night in a Hundred e 


ears, enjoy a ſweet and pleaſant Dream, and 
andred Years for it, 


ſame and leſs has this ſhort Life to that which 


is to come; as a Drop is to the Ocean, ſo are. 


a Thouſand Years to Eternity. In another Place 


he has theſe Words: Is there any Thing that 


can be compar'd with Eternity? What are Ten 


- x Thou- 


i8 101 Ihe Sixth Conſideration 

! Him- 23. Thouſand Years to infinite Ages? They are not 
p 5755 4d ſo much as the leaſt Drop of Water to the vaſt 
| "4% Abyſs. When once this Life is paſt and gone, 

11 the State which ſucceeds is fix d and uncha 
able; do not expect to ſee an End of it; after 
[ F Death there is no Repentance, our Tears will 
1 then de unſerviceable to us, and all our Sighs 
will be in Vain. Tho' a Man thou'd gnaſh his 

Teeth in Hell, or put out his fiery burning 

| Luke 16, Tongue, yet uo one will dip the tip of bis Finger 
24, 25- in Water, no cooling Drop mult be ex : 
he ſhall receive the ſame Anſwer which Abra- 


- 


ham once made to Dives, Son remember. that 
thou in thy Life time received} thy geod Things, 
But ſuppoſe, that a Man ſhou'd enjoy his Plea- 
ſures all the Days of his Life, without any In- 
terruption; what are they to an Eternity of 
Ages? The Things of this Life, whether Good 
or Evil, ſoon expire, but the Puniſnments of the 
next, are as immortal as the Soul itſelf, which 
will never have an End. Here in this World, 
if the Body be burnt, the Soul departs from it, 
but in the other, the Body itſelf at the Reſur- 
rection ſhall become incorruptible, and the 
Soul ſhall burn for ever and ever. The Bodies 
of Sinners ſhall, 1 ſay, at the ReſurreQion be- 
come incorruptible, but to what Purpoſe? Not 
to receive a Crown of Glory, but to ſuffer the 
Vengeance of Eternal Fire, Thus far St. Chry- 
om. 


St. Gregory is the next, who gives this Solu- 
tion to the following Queſtion: Whether a 
Man will ſooner be intoxicated with drinking 
in a Wine-Cellar, than in a Dining-Room ? 
The Spouſe of -Chrif thus Triumphs in th 


the 
Words 


: upon Eternity. 
Words of Seloman; He brought me. to the Ban- 
guett ing Hou, (or as ſome'read it ) He brought 
me into bis Wine-Cellar, and his Banner over. me 
was Love, Upon which St. Gregory Diſcourſes 
thus. What can we more properly conceive 


by the Wine-Cellar, than the ſecret Contem- 


plation of Eternity? Certain it is, that whoſo- 
ever ſetiouſly thinks upon Eternity, and ſuffers 


to make a laſting Impreſſion you him, he 
may Glory and Triumph with t 
Chriff, he may rejoice with Her and fay, He 


hath ſet bis Banner of Love over me. For he 


will better order and regulate his Affections, he 
will love God more, and himſelf leſs, and for 
God's ſake, he will ſhew a regard even to his 
Enemies, Bur there is another Advantage in 
meditating upon Eternity, which is this ; who- 
ever drinks very freely in this Wine-Cellar be- 


Heavenly Defires which conduce very much to 
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his Thoughts to fink deep into his Mind, and 
e Spouſe or 


comes intoxicated, but he is intoxicated with 


the Amendment of Life, which put his Soul as 


it were, upon the Wing to his Heavenly Coun- 


try, where he ſhall flow in Pleaſures Everla- 


ting. Theſe Men are full of New Wine, ſaid the 


Multitude deriding the Apoſtles ; and the Re- 

roach was juſt, they were full of New Wine, 
but it was from this Wine-Cellar. Tho St. 
Gregory has many thoughts upon Eternity, which 
are paſſionately 14 yet he never expreſs d 
himſelf more to the * 5 than in this one 
Sentence, which for its Truth and Brevity is 


equally to be admit d; That which pleaſes is but 
for a Moment, that which Torments is for ever 
and ever, Here a Man might wiſh with Fob, Job 19. 
Oh that theſe Words voy now written ! Oh pm: 23,24. 
5 | be © they 


Ads 2.1 Zo 
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they were printed in a Book ! That they were gra. 
ven with an Iron Pen! Theſe Words I ſay, That 


which pleaſes is but for a Moment, but that which 


Torments is for ever and ever. The Book in © 


which I wou'd have them written is the Heart 


| ko be done. 


of Man; I wou'd have no other Pen, but a 
ſerious Meditation; nor other Ink, but the 
Blood of Chrift. And theſe Words thus deep- 


ly engraven in the Heart, ought at ſuch Times 
more eſpecially to be often call'd to Mind 


and frequently repeated, when the Charms o 
Pleaſure prevail upon our Reaſon, when Luſt 
entices, and Luxury invites; when the Fleſh. 
rebels, and the Spirit grows faint, when we 
have either an Opportunity to Sin, which is a 
great Temptation, or are in Danger of doing 
any Thing, which the Laws of God forbid 


#3 * 
- 


The Fourth is St. Bernard, who thus An- 
| Twers the Queſtion which is now to be pro- 


pog'd, Such is the Condition of Humane Na. 
ture, that the Calamities which attend Man- 
kind are as different as their Faces ; ſome are 


Jo grievoully and continually affliged, that 


Lud truly the beginning of Sorrows, and fr 


they are ready to. fink down, and figh out their 
Souls under the load of incumbent Evils ; ſome 


again are oppreſs'd with Poverty, others with 


Diſeaſes ; ſome are incumber'd with Debts, o- 
thers are rack'd with ghawing Cares, and ſome 
are ſo diſtracted with Injuries and Slanders, that 
being of a timorous and impatient Diſpoſition, 
they often hang or drown themſelves to put an 
end to their Miſery; but that which they ſu 

pos d wou'd determine their Miſery, is really 


ſuch 


upon Eternity.” ER 
ſuch a beginning, as will never have an end. 


die ſoon, nor to live long; It it is God's good 
Pleaſure that they ſhou'd die, they are con- 
tented. Has He doom'd them to a ſpeedy ſud- 
den Death, They are all Submiſſion. Will He 


They have made ſo perfect a Reſignation. o 
themſelves, that what He wills nor, neither 
will they, God's Will and theirs are entirely 
the ſame. There are a Third Sort of. Men, 


long; inſomuch, that there is hardly one a- 


have em live long? They make no Reſiſtance, - 
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On the contrary, the Good and Vertuous ate P 
always willing, always ready to ſubmit rhem- 
ſelves to God's Diſpoſal; they neither defire to 


which is much the greateſt, who covet to live 


mong them, tho' never ſo Old, who does not 


hope to live a Year longer; theſe Men ate ne- 


ver ſatiated with Life, tho Death be neyer ſo 


long in coming, yet to them he comes too 
ſoon. Now the Queſtion is, who of theſe 
Three Sorts of Men may be ſaid to live the 
longeſt, St. Bernard in his Sermon upon this 
Divine Promiſe, Vith long Life will I ſatisfie 
in, crys out in Admiration ; What is ſo long 
| as Eternity : What is ſo long as that which 
. will have no End? Life Eternal is the good End 
| which we are all to aim at, a good End indeed 
| which has no End. Then He adds; true is 


Pſalm 91. 
16, | 


that Day which has no Night; Eternal Truth, 
True Eternity, and therefore True and Eternal 


Society. They then can only be ſaid to Live 
| long, who ſhall never Die, but live always in 


| Heaven; and they only can be ſaid to be long 


in dying, who ſhall always be dying; who 
. e thve in ee 


; "= 
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2ik- de 0. The Laſt Queſtion is reſolv'd by Laxrentiu 
bedi. Che Juſtinianus: There are many Things, ſays He, 


Phil. 2. 7, made himſelf of n 
8 


in the World, which Nature has appropriated 
to one particular Place, fo that they are not to 
be found any-where elſe, unleſs it be in Part, 
There are many Flowers and Animals in the 
new-diſcoverd World, which cannot be 
; hong rH to us; we can have nothing but 
the of the one, and the Skins of the o- 
ther. Eternity belongs to the other World, 
and all that we can here have of it, is the Seed; 
and what are the Seeds of Eternity? They are, 
faith Laurentius, Contempt of one's ſelf, the Gift 
of Charity, and the Taſte. of Chrift's Works. To 
ntemn others is a Tree that covers the Face 
of the Earth; it is of a large and prodigious 
Extent, it ſpreads its Branches throughout the 
Univerſe, which ſerve to ſupply Hell-Fire with 
Fewel; but the Contempt of one's ſelf, is ſo 
ſmall a Seed, that it is hardly known in the 
World: Our Saviour Chriſt, when He came 
from Heaven ai a it along with Him, V% 
o Reputation, and took upon hin 
the Form of a Servant, and became obedient, not 
only to the Stable, or the Manger; but even 
to Mount Calvary, to the Croſs, Death and 
Hell: Wherefore God alſo bath exalted z 
but now this little unknown Seed, has vaſtly 
ſpread and extended itſelf, ir is now become 
the higheſt of the Trees. The fame Father 
ſpeaking of Charity, has theſe Words, Ac- 


ty 
cording to the Meaſure of our Charity, fays 
Laurentius, ſuch will be our Reward at thi 
Day of Retribution ; for to whom little is foi. 
ven, the ſame loveth little, The Grace which 


We 


of his Life and Dea 


r 2 DMN WT > = —_— WY 


conform myſelf to others, and to imitate them 


| upon Eternity. | | 
we obtain is in. Proportion to -our Charity, 
where there is leſs Grace, there will opr Crown 


of Glory be leſs; ſo that nothing is more true, 
than that the more we love God, the greater 
e in the King- 


will be-our Eternal 
dom of his G 


Recompence 
lory. The whole Law is Love, 
but this Love muſt be Pure, Qhaſte, and Di- 
vine. The Tafte of Ghrift's Works is next to be 


conſider d. Tis a common ſaying among thoſe 


who Study Rhetarick, that they ate allow'd to 
have made a conſiderable Progreſs in that Aut, 
who have a true Taſte of Tully's Works: In like 


manner we affirm, that they have made a great 


Progreſs in Vertue, who reliſh the Precepts of 


our Saviour Chriſt, Whoſoever conſiders our 


Saviour's Doctrine, and reads over the Hiſtory. 
ch, and at the ſame Time 
finds in himſelf no rel 
aftected, delighted, and tranſported with thoſe 


Things which tend to the Improvement of bis 
Mind, to the increaſe of Piety, which have Re- 


lation to Heaven and Eternal Felicity, but an 
the — takes more Pleaſure in Eati 
Drinking, Laughing, Jeſti 


ing, and other i 

Diverſions; he may with — ſafely ſay, 
Om God, bow little Seed of Eternity haue I in 

me, my God, my God, I have none at all. 


When- 
ever I look into the foldings of my Heart; 


hen I turn my Eyes inward and deſcend into 


my Breaſt ; I manifeſtly diſcover the bent of my 
Affections, I ſee what Spirit is within me; alas 
my Delight is in Drinking and Feaſting, in 


Dancing and Gaming, in Hearing Idle Fooliſh 


iſh for them; if he is not 
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Tales, and in Reading bad Books; I can liſten 


with Pleaſure to an amorous Song, and love to 


in 
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in all Things. But to hear of Chriſt, and of 
all that He did and ſuffer'd for us; to hear of 
the 2 and Faſtings of the Saints, how 
they ſpent all their Lite in Reading and Pray- 
ing, is extreamly painful and irkſome to me. 
What more tedious than to hear a Sermon of 
an Hour long! That Hour ſeems to me much 
longer than others, and therefore I either fall 
' aſleep, or divert myſelf with ſome Idle Con- 
verſation. Of ſuch a Man we may m"_ paſs 
Sentence, that he has no Taſte of the Works of 
Chriſt, But let us now hear, what is the 

and Judgment of the Church concerning Eter- 
nity. FO, 6 i 


The remembrance of Eternity is ſo much 
valu'd and eſteem'd by the Church; that eve- 
ry Pfſalm, Hymn and Prayer concludes with E. 

ternity. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt ; As it was in the beginning, 
7s now, and ever ſhall be, World without end. A- 
men, As it was in the beginning, that is, from 
all Eternity, before the World was, or before 
that Things began to be; 7s now and ever al 
be World without end, that is, throughout all 
infinite, innumerable, incomprehenſible Ages 

even to all Eternity. But let us leave the ſinall 
Streams and proceed to the Fountain. "3 


upon Eternity. 
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Several clear and tim f ORs 
nies of the Hol J wo ps. concern 
Ing Eternity. va 


Ix produce but Three Witneſſes, Ar. 


phet, an Apoſtle, and an Evangelife. - 


How many are the Sighs, which we daily 


hear of poor diſtreſſed abjett .Men? One or 


other is 5 here 3 Oh miſera- 


ble Me, ſuch is my poor uu * — — 
that I have few or no Friends; 1 am negl 
ſlighted, and contemn'd; every. one that * 
me inſults my Poverty, and almoſt tram = 
me under his Feet. Have Patience, O 
| Have a little Patience and bear a while; — 


happy, joyful, pleaſant Days, are yet behind, 


which ſhall ariſe and ſmile upon Thee; — 
member the Promiſe which God himſelf 


r09 


nounces by his Servant Baruch: Caſt about bee Baruch 4+ 
a double Garment of the Righteouſneſs which com- 2. 
eth from God; and ſet a Diadem on thine * 


Ftbe Glory of the verlafting. 


There are Ge who accuſe Na 2 


complain, that the Life which is given to Crows 


Up * is of a long Duration, but that the 
| Days 
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2 Cor. 5. 
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f Mat. 18. 8, 


9. 
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Days of Man's ap 7 Time are much too 


ſnort. Hear me, * Com . hear me 
When this ſhorr Li and gone, there 
remains another which will laſt for ever : St, 


Paul is my Witneſs, that what I fay is true; 


We know, ſaith the Ap»ſtle,, That if our earthly 


Houſe of this Tabernadl were diſſolv'd, we have 


a building of God, a Houſe not made with Hangs, 


Eternal in the Heavens. What Matter is it then, 
Clay falls into raine, 


if this our lirtle Houſe' of 
when ſo ſtately a Manfion is provided for us, 
a Manfion that will never periſh or decay ? To 
the Teſtimonies of the Prophet and the Apoſtle, 
let me now join that of the Evangehf St. Ma- 


thew, by whoſe Mouth our Saviour himſelf 
oye ny: this manner : Sn for and or thy 
them rom 


end Thee, cut them 
Thee; r 825 1% halt 


oy mains d, rat her thun baving Two Hands: or To 


a n And if thin 
Eye offend t , pluck it ont and caſt it 

it is better f. thee to enter into Life with one 
ye, rather — . Two Eyes to be caſ into 
Hull. Fire. O Fire" 6 Hell! © Eternity! What 
is the — to the loſs of Eternity? Can 
it be faid to be a Loſs, when we lay 


ir out to ſuch excellent Advantage, when there- 


Mat. 19. 


29. 


r Lan for my Names ſake; 
vel, fold, and * hal inberit Everlaſting ee 
| PN EEO Eternity _ 


2% mg ernity ? This is the Senſe of our 
Promiſe, which He both made and ſeal'd 


to Mankind in theſe very Words, as they ſtand 
St. Matthew: Every | 
one that hath forſaken Honſes or Bret hren, or Si- 


recorded by the Evangely/t 


Vert, or Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, 
ſhall receivs a _ 


4 


wm. ms Hd nh on . 


thee, © 
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| ly evident, when even in this Life a hundred- 
fd Reward is given us for Security ? Add to 
this, that our 1 of the laſt Judg 
ment, makes a particular Mention of Eternity 
in three ſeveral Places; His Words are theſe 
Everlaſting Fire, Everlaſting Punifhment,, and Life 
Eternal. ä e 


Since therefore the Fathers, the Church and 


IL? 


- 


Mat 25. 
41, 46. 


Holy Scripture do in fo many various and dif: | 


ferent ways recommend Eternity to our ſerious 
Confideration ; it is our Part and Duty, if we 


defire to be Happy for ever in Heaven, to me- 


ditate with ourſelves in this, or the like Man- 
ner. O my God, I draw nearer and nearer e- 
very Hour to Eternity, and yet how ſeldom, 


have I thought upon it? Grant me, I beſeech 


Thee, the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, that for the 
Time to come, I may meditate upon it both 
Day and Night; If my Goods encreaſe ac- 
cording to my wiſhes; If I enjoy a c 
Proſperity z If all things ſeem to ſmile upon 
me, and are, as it wete, at my Command, let 
me not ſet my Heart upon them; let m 
ſently conſider that they are but for a 
in the midſt of my abundance, I will ſay unto 
a_ will this Serenity of Weather always 
alt > Will theſe bright Suns, whoſe: chearf 
Influence Inſpire my 
neſs, always ſhine upon me? Suppoſe I ſhowd 
enjoy all that my Heart cou'd ask or wiſh for, 
what ſervice will it do me after I am dead? 
When this ſweet, but ſhort and ſcanty Felicity, 
when this | re but dangerous Scene of Pro» 
Iperity ſhall be paſt and gone, rhen will follow 
Eternity... But 


Seaton, 
Ong 


eart with Joy and Glad- | 


* 
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 TI' meet with nothing but Croſſes and-Diſap.' 
1 if Troubles and Afflictions and Ca. 


, 5 - 
& £7 : 
; ! 
* 


amities without number pour down like a Storm 
of Hail upon me, I will {till ſupport and ſuſtain 
ſelf with ſuch Thoughts as theſe : Let the 


World take it's Courſe, let Nature haye it's 
Way, God has ordain'd it, and I am Content. 


Let the Tempeſts bellow through the boundleſs 
Ocean, let the roaring Billows rage and ſwell, 
and:daſh each other, let the Winds of Afflicti. 
on blow furiouſly, and the Waters of Trouble 
run over my Head, let Clouds of Temptations 


threaten Ruin and Deſtruction, let the darkneſs 


of Grief and Sorrow ſurround me, let the ſhat. 
ter d World ſhake and tremble, let it fall from 
its Foundations, it ſhall not touch my Soul 


with fear. The Tempeſts will blow over, and 


the ruffled Skies will grow clear again, the boi. 


1 ſtrous Sea will ſmooth its Face, and the bold 


Winds will be calm and ſtill; the Storms will 


quickly ſpend their Rage, and the rattling Hail 


will ſoon be gone. This therefore ſhall be my 
conſtant Conſolation, that whatſoever I ſuffer 
here will preſently expire, it muſt not, cannot 
laſt for ever. Let my Sufferings be as great as 
can poſſibly be imagin'd, Death will give me a 
Deliverance. But, To be condemn'd to Eternal 


Flames, not Storms nor Tempeſts are half ſo 


| kis Diſciples, does often mind chem of this 


dreadful; this is a long long Puniſhment indeed; 
all other Things, which are not within the Com- 
paſs of Eternity are very ſhort and ſwift as a Mo- 
ment; they are as a Shadow, and as a Dream, 
faith St. Chryſaſtom; they are but Modicums, 
Things of nothing, for a little while, yea a very 
little while. Our Saviour in his Diſcoutſes with 


little 


* 
7 
1 
7 
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Bet while ebb all his. rn cena al a 


qual'd Sufferings but a little; even his moſt 


bitter Death upon the Croſs He calls a little; 


the Labours and Fatigues, the tormenting Pains 


and violent Deaths which his Diſciples were to 
undergo are with Him a little. What then is 


the Conclufion ? I will think as my Bleſſed Sa- 
viour did: Be my Sufferings never ſo grievous 


and painful, tho? I endure' them a hundred 


Years; yet ſtill, even ſtil], I will think them but 


a little; for yet a little while, and He that all 


come will come, and will not tarry, I will there- 


fore ſuffer all Things with a Chriſtian Patience, 


and one Thing will I account 'neceſſary, which 


is, to do nothing againſt my Conſcience, no- 
thing contrary to the Will of God. All Things 
are ſafe and ſecure to Him, who is ſecure of a 


Bleſſed Eternity 
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CHAP 18+ 
All the Things of this Life are but 


as a Modicum, a very little in 
re ſped of Eternity. 


1 


Nor is more true, than that all 
| the Labours, and Sorrows, and ſevere 
Fatigues' which we undergo in this preſent 
Life are for a very * while. Hy 
N oY | | ittle 


— 
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little while, as St. Auguſtin obſerves, ſeems long 
unto us, becauſe we. ſigh and languiſh under it; 
but when it is paſt, then we preſently become ſenſi. 
ble, that it was indeed a very little while. The 
wiſeſt of Men deſcribing the Period of Humane 
Life, even when it extended to a Hundred Years, 
which but ſeldom happens, made choice of the 
minuteſt Things in Nature to —_— to us 

umber of Man's. 
Days at the moſt are a Hundred Tears ,, as a drop 


of Water unto the Sea, and a Gravel. ſtone in Com. 


pariſon of the Sand, ſo are a Thouſand Tears tothe 
Days of Eternity, Tell me, O ye Ancients! Ye 
whoſe Lives are lengthened to a Hundred Years, 
what Occaſion is there for rejoicing ? Alas! 
What are all our Years? A Gravel-ſtone and a 


| Sea-drop, and what is this Gravel-ſtone to 2 


Eccleſ 20 | 
23. 


Mountain of Gravel? What is this Sea-drop to 


the boundleſs Ocean? Such are Fifty, Sixty or 
a Hundred Years; Hear me, Oye Ancients, hear 


me! They are but a Modicum, they are even as 
nothing to the Days of Eternity, And yet, 
wretched and miſerable Men that we are, how 
do we rejoice in this Drop and Gravel-ſtone? 


Our Life is indeed a little Stone, but it is no 


Jewel, no precious Stone, tis nothing but Sand. 
Our Life is a little drop of Water, but it is not 
a drop of ſweet Water but bitter. All the Days 


of Man are Sorrows, ſays the Preacher, and his 


Travel grief; yca his Heart taketh not reſt in the 
Night, Recollect, faith St. Auguſtin, all the 
Years from Adam even to this Time, run over 


the Scripture, it was almoſt but Yeſterday that 


our Firſt Parent eat the forbidden Fruit, and was 
turn'd out of Paradiſe, What is become - the 
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Years that are paſt? Had you liv'd all the Time 
from the Baniſhment of Adam down to this 
Day, you would then Confeſs, that that Life 
was not over-long which ſo ſoon is ended: 
What then is the Life of one ſingle Man? Add 
what number of Years you pleaſe, ſuppoſe him 
to arrive to an extream Old-age, and what is it 
then? Tis when you have done all, but as the 
blaſt of the Morning. Aſſure your ſelf, that 
what I ſay is moſt true. Tell me, I beſeech 
you, where now is Adam? What is become of 
Cain? Where is the aged long - livd Methuſelah ? 
Where is Noah, Sem, and Heber? Where is the 
faithful and obedient Abraham? What is be- 
come of Facoh and Foſeph ? They are dead and 
gone, Fuerunt Troes, They were alive, but 
now they are no more, This is the Condition 
of our Mortal Nature; thus the Glory of the 
World, and the Life of Man paſs away. O 
Morning Dew! O Vanity of Vanities! What is 
it that we are here ſo fond of? What is that 
mighty length of Years, which we hope and 
wiſh for with ſo much Paſhon? Alas it is a very 
little; look round the World, whatever you 
behold is but a little Minute, a contempti- 
ble Point, which is next to nothing. S6 
true is that ſaying of Gregory the Great, All the 
length of this preſent Life is known to be a Point, 
when once it is concluded. In a moment, in the Cor 15.1 
twinkling of an Eye, all Things ſhall have an 32 
end. I have ſeen an end of all Perfection, but thy Palm 119. 
Commandment is exceeding broad, Why then do 96+ 
we ſay that any Time is long? The Time that 
is paſt is not now, that which is Future is 5 © 
to come, and what is the Preſent > The Glaſs is 
| | 1 2- always 
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always running, and the flying Hour is ever on 
its way; that which is flown is Paſt, and that 
which remains is yet to come; where then is 
that Time which we call long ? St, Bernard ve- 


ry often inculcates upon his Hearers (nor can I 


forbear to recommend it) that moſt true and 
excellent ſaying of St. Hierome, No Labour 
ought to ſeem hard unto us, no Time long, in which 
we endeavour to poſſeſs ourſelves of. a glorious In- 


mortality. 


Fccius. 4 lo 
4. 


But how ſhort ſoever our Life may be with 
MO to Eternity, yet none of the Damn'd can 
juſtly accuſe God for not giving them a longer 


ſpace of Time; they muſt blame themſelves 


for not Living better, for there is no Inquiſſtin 
in the Grave, ſaith the Son of Sirach, Whether 
thou haſt liv'd Ten, or a Hundred, or a Thouſand 
Tears, Their Lives were long enough, had they 
but been Holy. 1555 51 


But, Chriſtian Reader, let me argue this Mat- 
ter a little more boldly and plainly, let me laß 
it open to your View, and expoſe it naked to 


the Eyes of your Underſtanding: You ſay, that 


you often think on Heaven, that your Soul is 
always upon the Wing to Eternity ; this you 
ſay indeed, but I muſt deny it: Shou'd I at- 


firm any ſuch Thing of myſelf, I wou'd defire 


ou not to believe me. For how can it poſſi 


| bly be, that you and I ſhou'd fo often, and fo 


attentively think upon Heaven, and the Joys of 
that Place, as we ſay we do? How can it be 
that our Souls ſhou'd be always on the wing 
to Eternity as we pretend they are, when — 


upon Eternity. 
find ourſelves ſo cold and indifferent in the Du- 
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ties of Religion, ſo ſlow and backward to eve- 


ry Thing that is good, ſo prone and forward to 
every Thing that is evil, ſo very yielding and 


complying with every Thing, that tends to gra- 
tifie our ſenſual Inclinations ? We are careleſs, 
negligent, complaining Creatures ; and when 
we ſhou'd be angry, then we are roo patient; 
and when we ſhou'd be patient, then our Hearts 
fink down with us. How are we dejected un- 
der every little ordinary Calamity? We dread 


the Wrath and Diſpleaſure of Man, and yet 


how furious and impatient are we, when 
Things run croſs, and do not fall out accord- 
ing to our withes? I might here ſay ſomething 
of Luſt and Envy, thoſe reſtleſs and uneaſie 
Paſſions of the Soul, which inflame our Hearts, 
and conſume our Spirits but I chooſe rather 
to paſs them by. And yer notwithſtanding all 
theſe Defects, We Good, Pious, Holy Men (as 
we fancy ourſelves, ) who are always moſt ti. 
merous when we ſhou'd be bold, and never 
more Valle than when we ſhou'd be fearful, 
Exult and Triumph and make it our boaſt, 


that we often think and meditate upon Eternity, 


and that this is the end of all our wiſhes. Be- 
lieve me, if you pleaſe, I muſt plainly and 

fincerely declare my Sentiments; it is I ſay 
incredible, that Heaven and Eternity ſhou'd 
be fo much in our Thoughts, and yer in the 
mean-while our Lives continue unreform'd. 
Did I ſay incredible, I will fay it is impoſſi- 
= and thus I preſume to make good my Aſ- 
ertion. fg 7 
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The Patriarch Facob. ſerv'd, his Uncle Lahax 
222 Yea 7 F is Dap ter 17 5 oe | 15 
ſeem d unto him but a few Days, for the Love he 

Fed to ber. Hare! then. this, 0. then Com. 
lainer! Thou ſerveſt no Impoſtor ſuch, as La. 
an was, but God thy Creator, who | 
his Promiſe for erer; nor doſt thou ſerve Him 
for a Wife, but for the Kingdom of Heaven; 
not for her charming lovely Face, but for the 
Eternal Beatifick Viſion of God himſelf; not 
for the Pleaſure of Her Converſation, but for 
the raviſhing and tranſporting Joys of à Bleſſed 
Eternity. And yet how art thou if ag with 
the Trouble and Fatigue of one ſhort Day: 
How ſoon do thy Aﬀettions $row cold to God? 
How ſoon do t cy cool to Heaven and Eterni- 
ty ? If the Day of Adverſity frowns upon thee, 
how many and bitter ate thy Complaints? You 
immediately call Heaven and Earth to witneſs , 
you breath nothing but Revenge, and in the 
25 bth of your furious Paſſion N the 


4 4 


uſtice of God himſelf, At other Times, when 
the ſoft bewitching Charms of Pleaſure tempt 
you to Sin, God and his Service are quickly 
forgotten; you plunge yourſelf into a Laby- 
rinth of Voluptuouſneſs, the entrance I grant 
may ſeem ſweet and inviting, but 22 
thereof is Ruine and Deſtruction. Behold a 
ſee, This is thy Vigilance! This is thy Heroick 
Fortitude ! This is the Love which thou hadſt 
for God! How can you pretend to ſerve God 
Seven Years, when. thou canſt; not hold out 
even one ſhort Day? O Simon, Simon, could 
thou not Watch one Hour with thy Lord and 
Ml.aſter, 
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Maſter. But I return to my Hiſtory of. the Pa- 


ttiarch. - 


Job, being decelvd by Laban, who put 


Leah his tender-ey'd Daughter upon him, in · 
ſtead of his amiable and beloved Miſtreſs, con- 
ſented to ſerve him another Seven Years for the 


beauteous Rachel; and no doubt, but theſe o- 
ther Seven Years ſeem'd likewiſe to him a few 
Days, for the great Love which he had unto her 
— tis very credible that oftentimes, when he 


was tir' with working, he caſt his Eyes on 


her charming Face, and faid ſecretly to him- 
ſelf, Tho? my Seven Years Service is extreaml; 


hard, yer fuch is her Seraphick Beauty, ſo fre 


and raviſhing are her Charms, that for her 


| I cowd ſerve even Seven Years more. The 
greatneſs of his Paſſion ſoften'd his Lahours, 
| and made even his Hardſhips ſeem pleafant to 


him. 


Doſt thou hear this, O thou effeminate Sol. 
dier of Chriſt! And doſt thou murmur and 
complain? Thou art commanded to ſerve God, 
for God himſelf; thou art commanded to la+ 


bour here, that thou mayſt enter into his 8 


thou art exhorted to Patience and Long - ſuffe 


ing, that in God's due time, thou mayſt ſtand 


polſeſsd of a Bleſſed Immortality: And yet 
doſt thou fleep, O Sluggard ! Doſt thou hear 


this, and yet complain? Call to remembrance 


the Years, which thou haſt ſpent in the Ser- 
vice of thy Maker? Haſt thou ſerwd God 
Twenty Years together, with that unequall'd; 
ynexampled Fidelity 1 did Laban ? nen 

| 2 thoy 


120 The Sixth Conſideratian 5 
thou ſerv'd him ſo many Months, or Days? 
Compute the Nights which thou has ſpent in 
Prayer, caſt up the Days which thou haſt de- 
dicated to his Worſhip and Service, and then 
conſider with yourſelf, whether you can truly 
Gen. 31. And. fincerely ſay to God, as Jacob did to his 
40,41, Father-in-law Laban, Night and Day bave I 
Jerved thee, in the Day the Drought conſum'd me, 
and the Froff by Night, and my Sleep departed 
from mine Eyes , thus have I been Twenty Tears 
. thy Houſe, [ ſerv'd thee Fourtcen Tears for thy 
wo Daugbters, and Six Tears for thy Cattle. Let 
us now reaſon the Matter together, haſt thou 
ſeryd God Twenty Years? Thou knoweſt what 
ſhall be thy Future Recompence, how that all 
thy Labours ſhall be plentifully Rewarded? Not 
with the Daughters of Laban, not with Flocks 
of Sheep; no! The good God whom thou 
ſerveſt ſhall bleſs thee with himſelf, He ſhall 
be thy exceeding great Reward. Thou ſhalt 
be perfectly and entirely Happy both in Body 
and Mind; thou ſhalt nor an abſolute Con- 
tent Joys, Delights and Pleaſures Everlaſting, 
ſhall f | thy Soul with Extaſies and Tranſports, 
which always fatisfie but never Cloy. And yet 
how. ſtrangely backward are thy Hands to that 
which is good ? Behold thy Feer, how unwil- 
ling are they to carry Thee to Church? Look 
into thy Heart, how does it fret and conſume 
with Enyy ? How does it burn with, Anger and 
. How does it abound with filth 
Thoughts and impure Deſires? How is it cor- 
rupted with Idleneſs and Impatience? Is tbis 
the Service which thou payeſt to God? Poſſ 
thou hope by this means to Merit Heaven, to 
ff. | -- Ju 


een Eternity. __ 5 
inherit a State of Immortality, and Happineſs 
Everlaſting ? Certain I;am, that this is not the 
way to ſecure to thyſelf this glorious Inheri- 
tance; Why doſt thou not rather imitate, Ja- 
cob? When thou art faint and weary with Tra- 
vel, when the Day of Adverſity frowns upon 
thee, and Storms ariſe, and Clouds —— 
and threaten Ruine, or When thy Happy. Prof 
perous State ſhall, begin to lead away thy Rea- 


ſon, and incline thy Heart to give way, and. 


yield to ſome ſinful Temptation, then lift up 
thy Eyes to Heaven, behold and ſee thy pro- 
mis'd Rachel, and let her Charms be thy Con- 
ſolation, 

Behold thy Rachel, ſhe is fair and lovely, 
without Spot or Blemiſh; look up to Heaven 
the Habitation of thy Reſt, the Seat of Plea- 
ſures Everlaſting. Be Content to ſuffer a little 
Sorrow, and to endure Afflictions like a faith- 
ful Soldier; yet a little while, and thou ſhalt 
be in Heaven, where, the greater thy Sufferings 
were on Earth, the more ſweet and raviſhin 
ſhall be thy Satisfactions; the more painfu 
and grievous thy Life was here, the more 
grateful and refreſhing ſhall be thy Reſt in 
the Bleſſed and Peaceful Regions of Eternity. 
Take Courage then, exert a true Chriſtian For- 
titude and Patience, and contemn thy Afflicti- 
ons; Eternity is more than a ſufficient Com- 
penſation, the Reward is infinitely Superiour 
to all that you can do, and ſuffer for it. If 
thou could'ſt thus encourage thyſelf, and re- 
vive thy faint and drooping Spirits; if with 
ſuch Eyes thou could'ſt behold the Beauty - 
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| The Sixth Conſideration 
the Heavens; if with ſuch an ardent and paſ- 


ſionate Affection thou cou dſt daily fix thy 


Thoughts upon Eternity, the Days of thy 
Servitude wou'd ſeem as nothing for the great 
Love which thou haſt for Eternity; then thou 
wou 'dſt confeſs that all thy Labours were 
fiveet and pleaſant, then thou wou'dft own 
thy Troubles to be Pleaſures, and thy Loſſes 


to be Gain. For this I mult averr, that the 


Tit, 2. 12+ 


more any Man contemplates Eternity, the great- 
er Cate will he take to live ſobcrh, righteonſh, 
and godly in this preſent World, 
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How C briflians have 1 
Eternit . 
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bl 


Na dark Paſſage Men grope for che Wal 

and are careful of Step t _ 
thus it is with Man's Underſtanding, 
when He endeayours. to fathom ZHtemmitys 
the Paſſage is rough and difficult, dark and 
cloudy, tis indeed unp Re. The Way to 
it, I grant, is very ſhort, but when A ONCE 
got in, there is no coming out again, But 

no Man living is able to form ſuch Ideas of 


ternity, as to be able expreſly to determine what 


10 is, yet its Infinity is ſo ſhadow'd out te us 
Ker Taue aud Reprofeatations 
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The Seventh Conſideration 
we are not without ſome glimmering of it, 


True it is, that whatever we can ſay or write 


of Eternity, is at the beſt but a meer Shadow, 


* * 


we may repreſent it as we pleaſe, but the Pi- 


tures we draw, are little better. Shou'd we 
heap, as it were, one Age upon another, the 
Years that are paſt, and the Years that are to 


come, the Sum wou'd ſtill be ſhort of Eterni. 
tz, th 


neither by Hours, nor Days, nor Weeks, nor 


e Latitude thereof is not to be meaſur d, 
Months, nor Years, nor Luſtra s, nor Olympi- 


ads, nor Indictions, not Fubilees, nor Ages, nor 


Plato's Years, nor by the Motion of the Eighth 


Sphere, .which is hardly 4 1 the! the 
nd, or Million, 


were multiply'd by- 4 Thou 
or the grealeff Muklipter that can be imagin d. 


Neither can it be meaſur'd by the Stars of Hea- 


ven- the Sands of the Sea, the Grafs of the 


Field, or by the Drops of the Rivers; in a 
Word, the Number of Eternity cannot be 
found out. ins 5 


It is uſual with Mariners when they draw 


near to Shore, to ſound the Depth of the Water 
with 4 Plummet';/ let Reverence and Hu- 


mility be our Line and Plummet 'when-ever 
we attempt to fathom Eternity; the Depths of 


 #tzrnityare not to be ſounded, but if we will 


carefully view the Emblem which immediately 
precedes this Confideration, weſhall come much 
nearer to the Knowledge of it, than we eaft- 


— * 


* 


* P 
hn'imagine, 
A lo £6994 £; 


| e Emblem 15 this. 


* Chriſt as a Child juſt taken, as it were, from 
the Manger and the Cradle, being almoſt _ 


8 
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ked and without Cloaths, ſtands aloft among 
the Clouds with a little Croſs upon his Shoul- 
ders. In the Clouds there is this Inſcription, 
Eternity. „ 


Beneath Chriſt's Feet upon the Ground ſits 

a Skeleton, who has neither Skin nor Fleſh u 
on Him, but is all o'er Bones; with his Right 
Hand he lifts up an Apple to his Mouth, in 
his Left he holds a little Schedule with this 
Inſcription, Momentum quod delectat, That which 
Delights ' is but for a Moment. Not far from 
him ſtands a Raven, who as ſhe is pecking a 
Shell-Fiſh, crys out, Cras, Cras, to Morrow, to 
Morrow: Obſerve in the next Place how. the 
Earth divides, and Vomits up dreadful Flames 

of Fire with this Inſcription, Ætermun quod 
cruciat, that which Torments is for ever and euer. 
As Chriſt is coming out of the Clouds, a Man 
and a Woman, who are ſuppos'd to repreſent 
all Mankind, fall down upon their Knees and 
Worſhip him; juſt before them is an Hour- 
glaſs and a Book wide open, in one of the Pa- 
ges are theſe Words, They ſpend their Days in job 21. 13. 
Wealth or Mirth, and in a Moment go down- to 

the Grave: In the other, Who ſhall deliver. me 
from the Body of this Death? Near to the Man Rom. 7.24. 
and Woman ſtand Two Angels, who with ex- 

tended Arms direct the Eyes of the Two Ado- 

rers, and exhort them to fix them ſteadily upon 
8 This is the Picture; the Explanation 
IS this. | $24 5 
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"CHAP. I 
Chriſt Inviting. | | 


Jun Saviour” Chriſt; the Eternal Son of 


loſt Mankind, He took upon him our Humane 
Nature, came ints' the World in the ſame 
| weak, naked, deſtitute Condition as othets do. 
By the diſobedience of our Firſt'Pateht, we loſt 


He was the Cauſe that our Cloathing is no bet- 
ter, that we are Born thus defenceleR and un. 


arnrd; He was tlie Cauſe that we his unhappy 


Off- ſpring are from ourſelves mote deftitute of 
Support, than any other Creature whatſoever. 
Out Saviour Chriſt not only ſuffers with us 
but fo? us; He faffers the Puniſhment whic 


He ſlept His laſt, His Chamber was Goſgotha 
His Pillow was 4 Crown of Thorns, and the 
Bed on which He expir'd was the Crofs. In 
Confideration of this great Example, many Ho- 
ly Men in the firſt Ages of the Church did vo- 
luntarily chooſe to lye upon the Ground, ma- 
ny ears together; and this cold hard Bed was 

LS Toon ͥ P MJ | 


the Eternal God; when in Compaſſion to 


our Garment of Inhocende and Ifnmortality; 


He never deſerv'd; and expiates by His Suffer. 
ings the Guilt of thoſe Sins whith He never | 
committed. But Why is that Croſs on His 
Heavenly Shoulders? *Tis' the Bed on which 
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| | upon Eternity. =, 
22 to them; they very rarely ſuffer'd their Pſalm 132. 
s to ſleep, or their Eye-lids to ſlumber, or the 4+ 
| Temples of their Heads to take any Reſt, that they 
might obtain a Joyful Reſurrection. The Ab. 
bot Benonius for many Years made the 
Ground his Bed, his covering was Hair-cloth, 
and a Stone his Pillow; and there are many 
Religious Men who continue to do fo even at 
this Day. But I return to our Saviour Chriſt, 
who ſufferd a cruel and ignominious Death, 
that He might deliver us from Everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment. It muſt be confeſs'd, that we are 
ſtill ſubje& to the Laws of our Mortality, and 
that Death ſtill Exerciſes ſome Dominion over 
us; but this his Power and Dominion will ſoon 
be taken from Him, it is but for a Seaſon. 
Here in this World, the Soul is forc'd, as it 
were, from the Body ina Moment, in the twin- 
kling of an Eye, and this is what we call dy- 
ing: But the Caſe is different with the Damm d 
in Hell, alas! Their Torments are infinitely 
Superiour to our laſt parting dying Agonies, 
they are not only much more painful, but 
much more Laſting ; their Duration indeed is 
for ever and ever. *Tis their Infelicity to be 
always tormented, and this is what we call a 
continual Death; they are always in Pain, al- 
ways expiring bur never Expire, The Child, 
which is painted ftanding in the Clouds with 
a Croſs upon his Shoulders, is He who has de- 
liver d us from this Eternal Death; beneath his 
Feet ſits an old bare Skeleton, which from ſeve- 
ral diſtinguiſhing Marks we may eafily Divine 
to be our Firſt Parent, whom we will ſuppoſe to 
Addreſs his Poſterity, whom by his fall he has 
made ſo miſerable, in the following * | 
| | | Give 
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Eive Far unto Him, O ye his unhappy Off. 
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ſpring! And attend unto the Words of his 


Mouth. : 


Adam Lamenting. © 


O My Sons! O wretched Off- ſpring! What 
a diſmal Inheritance of Woe and Miſery 
has your Father left you? How are you cursd 
by my Tranſgreſſion? Had I preſerv'd my na- 


tive Innocence, had I been ſenfible of the pure, 


ſincere, unmingled Happineſs, with which I was 


ſurrounded; : had I but us'd it as 1 ought to 
have done, how Happy might ye then have 
been? But now, my Sons, how miſerable areye 
by being mine? I have even kill'd you before 
ye were begotten, and have entail'd upon you 
Death and Damnation before ye came into Be- - 
ing. Not being contented. with the Privi- 
ledges of my Nature I vainly aſpir'd to be 
like God, I attempted to make myſelf more 
than Man, and behold I am leſs. Call me not 
Father, that is too kind and tender a Title; 14- 
ther ſay, I am a Tyrant and a Murderer, for 
in me you periſh'd, before you cou'd periſh. 


Can I wonder to ſee you ſo corrupted and de- 


bauch'd ? Of whom ſhall I complain, when 


you are but what I myſelf have made you? My 


Rebellious 


upon Eternity. 


Rebellious Children! How do mourn and la- 


ment your Diſobedience, and yet ] ſhew'd you 
the way to be ſo? I firſt tranſgreſsd the Laws 
of my Creator, and refus'd to obey his Divine 
Command. The Angels above are aſham'd of 
your Luxury; Why are ye fo Intemperate ? 


Alas! That I ſhou'd ask this Queſtion, when 


Intemperance was your Father's greateſt Fault. 
God deteſts and abhors you for being ſo Ambi- 
tious, nothing is more hateful to God than 
Pride; yet your Father was ſlain by this dire 


| Monſter, the haughty Lucifer was proud of 


his Conqueſt, and triumph'd in my Fall. O 
my Sons ! See what your Patrimony is, a long 
and woful Scene of Miſery, tis true, God 
promis'd me Heaven for your Inheritance, and 
according to the Covenant which was made be- 
tween us, the Regions of Bliſs were entail'd 


upon you; but your unhappy Parent cut off 


the Entail, and by an Act of the higheſt Pro- 


digality, made away both his own Eſtate and 


yours for an — — of no value. I valu'd my 
Wife and the Fruit too much, too much in- 
deed, in that I preferr'd them to you all, nor 


to you only, but to Heaven and to my Maker. 


O curſed! O pernicious Repaſt! What did I 


not deſerve for my Folly and Extravagance? 


I livd in Paradiſe, where blooming Nature 
wanton'd in hex Prime; the whole Creation, 
one Tree excepted, was at my Command 

was Lord of the Univerſe; I was wiſe, and 
fair, ſtrong, and valiant, No Delight was 
wanting to perfect my Happineſs z the Heavens 


above were ſerene and clear, the Climate was 


temperate, 'the Air ſweet and refreſhing, the 


Beams of rhe.Sun u and gentle; both 


Heaven 
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Heaven and Earth with all its Excellence ſeem'd 
to ſmile, and bleſs my Nuptials. Whatever 


my Eyes beheld was pleaſing; my Ears were 


zaviſhd with the Birds ſweet Harmony; the 


Earth of itſelf brought forth Cinnamon and 


Saffron, I abounded with Pleaſures, I livd 


free from Care; no Fears or Labours diſcom. 
pos'd me, I knew not what it was to be Sick, 


and of Death I had no Apprehenſion: I was a 


kind of God upon the Earth, the Heavenly In. 
habitants congratulated my Felicity, I was the 
oniy Perſon who envy'd myſelf; but becauſe I 
obey'd not the Voice of God, but audaciouf] 


eat the forbidden Fruit, all this train of Evi 


is come upon me. I am turn'd out of Paradiſe, 
and baniſh'd from the Preſence of Him that 
made me; I ſought the friendly Covert of the 
Wood to conceal my Shame; Labour and 
Grief, Sorrow and Fear, Tears and Calamities 


are now my Portion: O ſad Exchange! I have 
already endur d variety of Evils, you yourſelves 


T my Children are ſenſible of it, you have already 


-prov'd it by fatal Experience, and what is yet 


more Melancholy, even Death itſelf, which 
puts an end to our preſent Sorrows, is often- 
times the beginning of Sorrows Everlaſting. 


O my Dear Children! How. am I touch'd 
with the Senſe of your Miſery, what tender 
Earnings, and ſoft Relentings do I feel within 
me ? Let your Fathers Follies teach you Wif- 
dom, let the ſad Experience of the Loſs you 


have ſuſtain'd, be a perpetual warning to you 


to abſtain from every evil Work; but above all 
Things, let me adviſe to Treaſure up this Leſ- 


fon in your Hearts; it is not only ſhort, but its 


Impor- 
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of Everlaſti 


aon Eternity. 


Importance is ſo weighty and conſiderable, th 


it well deſerves your careful Remembrance, and 
that is, to hate Sin. See you not thoſe blew 
and ſulphurous Flames, which ſpring up be- 


State! Who can dwell with Everlaſting Burn- 
ings ? But let this be your Conſolation, that it 


is in your Power to eſcape them if you pleaſe z 
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hind me from the Bowels of the Earth, theß 
began when your unhappy Father fell, but now - 
they will burn for ever and ever. O dreadful 


the fault is our own, and we can juſtly accuſe 


none but ourſelves if ever we come into this 


place of Torment Our Saviour Chriſt by the 


Merit of his Sufferings has unbarr'd the Gates 
Life, which, thro* my Tranl- 
on were before kept ſhut upon me and my 
oſterity: He calls upon us to repent and enter, 
but our Entrance muſt be by the Gate of the 


Croſs. He that ſeriouſly repents of his Sins, 


and exerts his Repentance into actual Amend- 


ment, who ſuffers Affliction and Tribulation in 


this Life, and is willing at all Times to bear 
the Croſs of his Crucified Saviour, is ſecure of 
Bliſs and Joy Everlaſting ; he may ſatisſie him- 
ſelf, that when his earthly Tabernacle ſhall be 
diſſolvu'd, be ſhall have a building of God, a Houſe 
not made with Hands, Eternal in the Heavens. 0 
my Sons! Think upon Eternity; it is not in 
your Power to chooſe whether or no ye will be 
Immortal; yet a little while and ye ſhall be 


happy or miſerable for ever. This is the Ad- 
vice of Adam to his Children, e 


uam meruit poem, ſolus digeſt in — 
K Wis 


132 


The Seventh Conſideration | 
who by his Fall enſlav'd the Innocent, © 


be Crime was bis, we feel the Puniſhment. 


th 


—— * 7 een 


r © 
9 The Raven C roaking. 0 


A TEar to the Skeleton of our Firft-Parent is 


painted a Raven, which contributes very 


much to finiſh and compleat this Repreſentati- 
on of Eternity. There are few I believe, who 


are unacquainted with that known and com- 
mon ſaying of St. Auguſtin, Cras, Cras, Corvi 


vox eſt, geme ut Culumba & tunde pectus; To mor. 
row, to morrow, is the Voice of the Raven, but 


do thou mourn like the tender Dove, and knock 


upon thy Breaſt, This is the Cauſe that ſo ma- 
ny have miſs'd of a Bleſſed Eternity; they foo- 
liſhly neglected to prepare themſelves for it 
while it was Day; they unwiſely put it off till 
to Morrow, and thought themſelves ſecure: And 
this is the Caſe of a great many in the World, 
nothing is more common, than for Men to de- 
fer their Repentance till the Morrow, which is 


putting it upon a very great Uncertainty; That 


we may do it with a better Grace, we are apt 
to make large Promiſes of Amendment, but 


the Morrow comes, and we are ſtill the ſame. 
| Petite 
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Petite-hinc Juveneſque, ſeneſque, | 
Finem animo certum, miſeriſque viatica canis. 
Cras hoc fiet - idem, cras fſet. Quid? Duaſi mag- 

Wo by num 
Nempe diem donas ? Sed cum lux altera * 
Jam cras heſternum conſumpſimus : Ecce aliud cras 
Egerit hos annos, & ſemper paulum erit ultra. 

Perfii Satira Sta. I. 64. 


Unhappy He who does this Work adjourn, © 
And to Morrow wou'd the ſearch delay: - 
His lazy Morrow will be like to Day. © 
But is one Day of Eaſe too much to horrow ? 

Tes ſure : For Teſterday was once to Morrow, 

That Tefterday is gone and nothing gain d: 

And all thy fruitleſs Days will thus be drain d; 

For thou 2 more to Morrows yet to ack, 

And wilt be ever to begin thy Tack, © 

Who like the hindmoſt Chariot- wheels art curs d, 

Still to be near, but ne er to reach the firſt. 
Ronny | Ar. Dryden. 


Thus this to Morrow is till put off, till at 
laſt Death ſnatches us away. on a ſudden, and 


plunges us into the Gulf of Eternity, into the 


Gulf of Everlaſting Horror and Deſpair ; ſo. 
true is that ſaying of St. Auguſtin, that this to 
Morrow is the ruine of many, while they ſay 
to themſelves, to Morrow, to Morrow, the Gate 
of Heaven is ſhut upon them. It was thro* 
this Conſideration, that the Son of Sirach ſo 


often and ſo earneſtly calls upon us; Make 10 Eccluſ. 5, 


tarrying to turn to the Lord, and put not off from 7 
Day to Day, for ſuddenly ſhall the Wrath of the 
Lord come forth, and in thy Security thou ſhalt be 
K 3  deftroyd, 


k 


> Dr A 


— vX5% 
= add G 
—_— — 2 — — 2 
ko Aero bee oe - 1 — pn 
o 


134 The Seventh Conſideration 
deflroyd, and periſh in the Day of Vengeance, 
True is that ing of Seneca the Philoſo- 
pher, 4 great Part of our Life, is ſpent in do- 
ing ill, the greateſt Part in doing nothing, the 
whole in doing what we ought not to do. When 
the City of Sracuſa was taken by Marcellus, 
Archimedes the Mathematiciau was ſo intent up- 
on a Demonſtration of Geometry, that He mind- 
ed not the Noiſe and Confufion of the People. 
Thus it is with moſt Men, they are ſo taken 
up with worldly Affairs, and are ſo intent up- 
on improving their Stock, and employing their 
Money to the beft Advantage, all which in the 
End will profit em nothing, that, tho the Eter- 
nal Salvation of their Souls lies at Stake, 
they never or but rarely think upon Eternity. 
Like 10. Martha, Martha, Thou art careful and troublel 
41942: about many Things, but one Thing is (abſolute- 
ly ) needful, and that is Happineſs, this is the 
better Part which Mary made it her chief Care 
to labour after, not the Happineſs of this Life, 
that is imperfect, ſhort, and Tranſitory, but 
that Pure, and Perfect, and Spiritual Felicity, 
which the Saints and Angels enjoy in Heayen, 
and ſhall always enjoy for ever and eve. 


It is an uſual Practice with Men, who un- 
derſtand the World, before they undertake any 
Thing of Moment, to conſider firſt with them- 
ſelves, whether it will be worth their while, 
and what Advantage they ſhall get by doing it. 

It were much to be wiſh'd, that every Chriſti- 
an wou'd pe his Actions by this excellent 
Principle; if at the beg 


e beginning of every Work, 
we Won d ſeriouſly and coaltantly ask ourfel pes 
whether what we are about will nog us to. 

| I 1 lee 4 $ * _ _ Se Heaven, 


upon Eternity. 
Heaven, and ſecure to us the Poſſeſſion of a 
Bleſſed Eternity; ſure I am, that the Advan- 
tage which we ſhou'd reap by fo doing wou'd 
be very confiderable. But alas! I cannot ſpeak 
it without concern, we Trifle with our Souls 
Tho ſuch Queſtions as theſe are of the higheſt 
Importance, and do directly tend to our Future 
Well-being ; yet we do not Care to burden our- 
ſelves with them ; we are glad of any prerence 
whatever to put them off to another Time, and 
when the Time appointed comes, we put the 
off ſtill further, and further : Wretched a 
miſerable Creatures that we are! When our 
Strength and Vigour is almoſt exhauſted, then 
we begin to think of working; when we can- 
not Repent, then we wou'd Repent z when this 
Life is juft expiring, then we are willing to 
think on the next; when Death with all his 


train of Terrors begins to ſhew his gaſtly Face, 


then we are in haſte to prepare for Eternity. 
What a ſtrange unaccountable Proceeding is 


p 
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this? And yet nothing is more common than 


for Men to defer the great Work of Repentance, 


which can never be begun too ſoon, from one 
Time to another; how ready is every Sinner 


to cry, ſays St. Auguſtin, I cannot now, I wil 
fake ſome fitter aud more convenient Seaſon; alas, 
alas! Can any Seaſon be more proper than the Fre. 


ſent? Why then not now? 

Dionyſus the firſt of that Name, King of 
Sicih plunder'd many Temples, and took away 
a Cloak of Gold- Tiſſue from Fugiter's Statue, 
laying, that it was neither fit for Summer, nor 
Winter; that in the Summer it was too heavy 

and that it was not warm in the Winter, and 

Ec | | K 4 . 
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put a Woollen one in ſtead of it. In like man- 

ner, ſaith St. Ambroſe, do many Perſons play 
with God and their Souls. Young Men fay, 
they muſt conform themſelves to the Faſhion 
of the World; Wine and Muſick, Feaſting and 
Dancing, Tennis and Hunting, are proper Di- 
verſions; their Spirits are gay, lively, and 
active, and do naturally diſpoſe them to taſte 
the Sweets and Pleaſures of Life, and enjo 

themſelves with their Companions: But this 


Scene muſt he chang'd, as our Years increaſe 


when our Blood grows cool, and the Vigour 
of our Spirits is almoſt exhauſted, then ir is 
proper to bid Adieu to Pleaſures and Diverh- 


ons; old Men ſhou'd never appear in Publick, 
_ unleſs it be at Church; they have enough to 


do to ſupport their weak decrepit Bodies, 


which are ready, as it were, to fall aſunder; 


= muſt ſtay at Home, anu indulge their 
Eaſe, and look after their Health, what elſe 
can be expected from them? Thus it is that 
we conſume our Days; the Summer of our 
Life is ſpent in Pleaſures; Sickneſs and Cares 
employ the Winter; ſo that we ſeldom or ne- 


ver think of that perpetual Eternal Spring 


Sul. 6. 10. which ſhall be hereafter. As we have therefore 


opportunity, let us do good; let us loſe no Time 
but immediately ſet about it, let not our Cr7 
be the ſame as the Ravens, Cras, Cras, to Mor- 
row, to Merrow, leſt by delay ing to Day, and 


to Morrow, our Days inſenfibly glide away 


Ch. 4. 


from us, and put a Period to our Being. A- 
las! To Morrow is not in our Power, it is yet 
to come, but to Day is our own. Agreeable to 


13» which is the Advice of St. James, Go to now, ye 


that ( preſume to) ſay, To Day or to Morroy, 
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we will go into ſuch a City, and continue there a 
Tear, and buy, and ſell, and get gain (as if both 
Life and the Advantages thereof, depended whol- 
ly on yourſelves, and not at all on the Divine 
r Iphereas ye (who ſpeak with ſuch 
Confidence of the Future) know not what ſhall James 4. 
be on the Morrow , for, what is your Life? It is 4 
even (as) a Vapour that appeareth for à little 
Time, and then vaniſheth away. It was a wiſe _ 
and admirable Reply which Meſſodamus made 
to one of his Friends, who invited him the 
next Day to Dinner: I never durft, ſaid He, 
for many Tears laſt paſt, aſſure myſelf that I ſhou'd 
live till to Morrow, I am every Hour in Expecta- 
tion of Death. He is not ſufficiently prepard 
to die, who is not always prepard; it is cer- 
tainly an Act of the greateſt Raſhneſs, it is 
Folly and Madneſs in the higheſt Degree, it is 
bidding a kind of Defiance to Eternit), for a 
Man to preſume to lie down upon his Bed, 
with a heavy load of Sins upon his Breaſt, and 
to take his Reſt and Sleep ſecurely. It is no 
uncommon and extraordinary Thing for Men 
to die ſuddenly ; how many Perſons, within 
the Compaſs of our Knowledge, have in all 
appearance gone to Bed well in the Evening, 
and yet been found Dead the following Morn- 
ing? I will not pretend to determine their 
State, God only Knows, whether they were 
not hurried from their ſweer Repoſe into a 
Place of Everlaſting Torments. How many In- 
ſtances have we before our Eyes, or freſh in our 
Remembrance, of Men who have” been ſtruck 
Dead on a ſudden, who have been well and 
lick, alive and Dead, in leſs than an Hour? 
But yet, notwithſtanding theſe aſtoniſhing Ex- 
| | amples, 
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amples, tho' we do not know, but that at one 
Time or other this may happen to be our Caſe, 
how do we procraſtinate, and 75 off our Re- 
pentance from Day to Day ? id 1 fay from 

y to Day: Alas! That is nothing, we de- 
fer it from Year to Year, till at laſt our Old 
Enemy ſnatches us away, and delivers us over 
Captive to Eternity. | 


St. Auguſiin had many Conflicts with him- 
ſelf, before he was able to conquer and ſubdue 
this lazy lingring InaQtivity of our Nature; 
T was ſenſible, ſaith he, how much I was entan- 
gled with the Vanities of this World , I was ſenſi 


ble 7 it, and I poured forth ſuch Complaints as 


theſe ; Quamdid, quamdiù cras & cras ? Quare 
non hac hors finis turpitudinis meæ? How long, 


| how long ſhall I delay my Repentance? How lon 


ſhall I ay to myſelf to Morrow, to Morrow ? 


do I not immediately give freedom to my Soul? 
do I not break of 7 my ſinful Habits, and be- 
gin to live better? Theſe, faith He, were the 
8 which I utter d in the bitterneſs of 
my Anguiſh, and I wept moſt abundantly. 


We read in St. Hiemoms, that Amtbony who 
was ſurnam'd the Great, when He exhorted the 


People to Godlineſs and Vertue, was wont to 


Eph, 4-26 


adviſe them to keep always in Mind that fay- 
ing of the Apoſtle, Sol non occidat ſuper iracundi- 
am veſtram, Lat not the Sun go dow? 71 ok 
Vrath; and whereas St. Faul reſtrains this Pro- 
hibition to the Paſſion of Anger, He extends it 


| toall Sin in general, Let not the Sun depart, 


e ̃ͤ . ̃]— ite 
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Aalth He, as a Witneſs againſt you. 


Jobs 


apon Eternity. 
Fobn the Patriarch of Alexandria, bad a Con- 


teſt with Nicetas, a Perſon of Diſtinction of the 
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ſame City. The Cauſe was to be heard be-. 


fore the Magiſtrate ; the Patriarch was Advo- 
cate for the Poor, Nicetas. propos d to fave his 
Money. Before the Matter was brought to a 
hearing, they mutually agreed upon a private 
Meetipg, with Deſign if poſſible to accommo- 
date the Difference; accordingly they met, 
and debated the Matter very warmly together; 
each was reſolv'd to defend his Right, ſo that 


tera very ſharp Contention of ſeyeral Hours, they 


were ſo far from coming to an Agreement, that 
they were more exaſperated againſt each other 
than they were before, neither wou'd yield to 
the other's Propoſals; in fine, they parted and 


left the Matter undetermin'd. Micetas thought 


it a hardſhi upon Him to part with His Mo- 


ney ; The Fatriarch on the other Hand thought 
himſelf oblig d to ſtand up vigorouſly in De- 
fence of the Poor, that their Cauſe was the 


Cauſe of God, and therefore that He cou'd not 


ive it up without forfeiting his Integrity. 
lowever, when Nicetas. was gone, this wiſe 
good Patriarch calmly confidering what had 
aft, coud not but blame and accuſe himſelf 
or being ſo obtinatez and the? his Cauſe was 


the Cauſe of God, yer faid he to himſelf, can 


[ poſſibly imagine that God will be pleas d 


Lo! The Evening draws near, ſhall I ſuffer the 
Sun to go down upon my Wrath? This is im- 


with this my rigid and inflexible Obſtinacy ?. 


pray and contrary to the Advice of the Apo- 


le. Thus this excellent Patriarch reaſon'd with 
king and. immediately diſpari' ſome of 
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the Principal Perſons, about Him, who were 
Men of Credit and Reputation, to Nicetas, gi- 
ving *em ſtrict Charge, that they ſhou'd fay no 
more to Him but only this; Domzne, Sol ad oc- 
7 eft, Sir, the Sun 1s going down. Theſe 

ords ſo ſofined the Anger of Nicetas, that 
the fierceneſs of his Paſſion immediately aba. 
ted; ſo great was their Influence, that He 
cou'd hardly refrain from Tears; He forthwith 
went after the Meſſengers to the Patriarch, 
and coming into his ' Preſence, he humbled 


himſelf and addrefs'd Him thus, Ho "Father, 
J will hereafter he govern'd by you, in this or any 
other Matter; upon which they ay em. 
brac'd each other, and became good Friends. 
So great was the Charm of this ſhort Sentence, 


Sol ad occaſum eft, The Sun is going down, that it 


Eccleſ. 9. 
10, 


immediately produc'd that Peace, which a long 


and noifie War of. Tongues was not able to 
Let every Wicked and Ungodly Sinner 


.- 


re t this Sentence every Evening to himſelf, 


e Sun is going down, perhaps the Sun of 
Life may 5 ſetting;  ſhou'd thy Breath ee 
Night be taken from thee, what will thy Fu. 
ture Condition be? Canſt thou hope to be ** 
or 


Py ? Doſt not thou dread being miſerable 


ever? Do therefore what thou haſt'to do while 
it is Day, do it with thy might.” Thy Sun is go- 
ing down, let it not he a Witneſs of thy, Luxu- 
ry and Intemperance, of thy Theft and Blaſ- 
phemy, of thy Envy and Detra&ion, nor of 
any one 715 of which thou haſt not repented. 
If the leaſt Spot or Blemiſh be on our Cloaths 


or Faces, we are preſently ſollicitous to wipe 
it off; how comes it to paſs that we are ſo 
much concern d for theſe,” and at the fame | 
1 5 f N : 0 
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ſo regardleſs of the Pollutions of our Souls? 
Are their Corruptions of ſo little Importance, 
that we can ſee and ſuffer them patiently? Or 

can we ſuffer them, and not endeavour to recover 
their native Brightneſs and Purity, by waſhing 
away that ſinful Contagion with which they are 
infected? If at any Time we fall into Sin, we 
ought without delay to expiate the Guilt of it, 
the ſooner we attempt it; the more eaſie will be 

the Expiation. Our R nce muſt not only 
be ſincere but ſpeedy, left the Man (of whom 
we read in the Goſpel ) who planted a Fig-tree _ 13 
in bis Vineyard, come and ſeek for Fruit, and 
finding none, ſay into the Dreſſer of his Vineyard, 

cut it down, why cumbreth it the Ground? When 

the fatal Sentence is once — forth, there is 

no recalling it, let us therefore lay hold on the 
preſent Opportunity, and be heal'd while we 
may. The Brute-Beaſts which have no Under- 
ſtanding will teach us this Leſſon: When the 
Stag is wounded. by the Huntſman's Spear, he 
-immediately has recourſe to the Hetb Dittany, 
which he knows will heal him; The Swallows 
cure the blindneſs of their Young Ones with 
Celendine z the Sick-Dog makes haſte to the 
Graſs, to give himſelf a Vomit, the Toad, 
bghting with-the Spider, as ſoon as ſhe begins 

to ſwell, eats a little Plantain and preſently - 
covers, | un OR 5 2115 $947 3 


All theſe are led by natural Inſtinet, they 
know what will do them good, and they ac- 
cordingly fly to it in their 3 But 
Man, unthinking fooliſh Man, who is fo proud 
of his Reaſon, and Underſtanding, tho he is 
mortally wounded almoſt every Day, yet _ 
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| not apply Himſelf to the Phyfician;: he will not 
| come, that he may be heal'd. He Eats-and 
Drinks, and keeps the ſame bad Co 28 
he did before, he lies down to feſt, and le 
ſecurely, — _—_— not himſelf with 


I} | | Thoughts nce, he had rather be fick 
| than dane wy oſlarpand violent a Remedy. 


„Leer wis a o the © Counſel of the Ho 
ly Angels, who are a to 
| — — — — the 
TAN may to Heaven (as they are nted in this 
14 | Emblem of Eternity) we ſhou'd not preſume 
| 1 do lie down upon our Bed, before we had made 
our Peace with ih God, and reconcil'd ourſelves 
to Him. They kindly admonifh us, that our 
Sun is going down 2 —— ſet 
in Ever 7 Darkneſs in Mind, 
that the Glaſs of our 14 8 2 Nuh f Het; they 
warn us of our approaching Diſſolution; they 
bid us remember, that we ſhall die like Men, 
and ſee a nt after Death; but notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe ſeaſonable and 'wholeſom Ad- 
monitions, we ſtill continue the ſame Courſe 
of Life, let our 3 let our Glaſs run out, 
come Death, come Ju — „ go — 
in the ways n, as ſecurely as 
theſe Threatnings were like Sek Mens Dreams, 
meer Chimera, the Fantoms of a wild and 
ſhatterd Imagination. Unhappy _—_ Who - 


Never thou art. 
Virge Xn. Fotes hoc fub Caſu ducere ſome? 3 
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With what Comfort can a Man lie down 
upon his Bed, whoſe guilty Conſcience is per- 
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petually upbraiding him with the Crimes he 


has committed? How can he compoſe himſelf 
to reſt, when Eternal Death hovers round a- 


bout him ? How can he admit Death into his 


Boſom ? How can he cloſe his Eyes to ſleep, 
which is the perfe& Image of Death, and not 


be afraid? You Reply, that you are one of 
thoſe that can go to ſleep without any Appre- 
henſions; that you have often done fo, and that 
no Evil was ever Conſequent upon it. Be not 


over-Confident, that may happen in an Hour 
which has not happen'd in a Thouſand, do not 


preſume that you are paſt all Danger; conſi- 


der I beſeech you, how long you have to live, 
that your Soul is not far from Death, Kell and 


Eternity; that the interval between them is ve- 


ry inconſiderable, it is gone in a Breath: If 


you will deal fincerely with yourſelf, you muſt 


confeſs, that you are but one ſmall remove 
from Death, thar a little ſtep is the Diſtance 
which divides you. He need not to ſpend all 
his Shafts upon you, one Arrow is ſufficient to 
put a Period to your Being, A malignant and 
corrupted Air may poyſon you with its Infe- 


Qion; a Humour may fall down from the Head 


upon your Lungs, ſome inward Paſſage may be 


ſtop 


intercepted z one or other of theſe Accidents 
may diſcharge your Soul, and ſend it to Eterui- 
ty, when you leaſt _— any ſuch Thing, 
There are a Thouſand Ways of dying ſudden- 
ly; that Death is ſudden which Ops 

| n 


d up, the vital Spirits of the Heart may 
be ſuffocated, or the beating of the Arteries 
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of their Life to be their laſt, 


Poyſon? How many have 


Swords and Arrows, are the dire In 
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Man unprovided to die, but he who has his 
_ Loins girt up, and is always prepard to meet 
his Fare, cannot die ſuddenly. An unpreme- 
ditated Death is the worſt of Deaths, and 
therefore it highly concerns all Perſons, let their 


Age be what it will, to look _— every Hour 
h h Fall? By the Sn 070 5 
have periſh'd by a Fall? t word ? 
— deſtroy'd by 
Fire and Water ? Some have loſt their Lives 


by the kick of a Horſe, and others have been 


torn to pieces by wild Beaſts. Tis impoſſible 
to enumerate the variety of Deaths which eve- 


ry - where ſurround us; who can tell the Num- 


ber of the Pores of his Body, and yet every 
one of them is a Paſſage for Death, by which 
he ſoftly ſteals upon us, to take away our Life, 


It 7s certain, ſaith St. Augufin, That thou art 


born, becauſe thou fhalt die; and in this, becauſe 
Death is certain, but no Man, can tell the Day of 


Job 32. 22. bis Death, I know not, ſaith Fob, How long I 


ſhall live, or bow ſoon my Maker may take me _ | 


(Or, as it is expreſsd in the Vulgar Tran! 


tion,) I know not to give flattering Titles, in fo © 


doing my Maker wou'd ſoon take me away. I 
the midſt of Life we are in Death; we cart 


this Enemy about with us in our Boſom; no 

Man can affure himſelf, that he ſhall live till 

the Evening. This inexorable Deſtroyer of 

our Human Nature, has many ways by which 

he annoys us; Thunder and 12 Spears, 
r 


uments, 


by which the fierce Tyrant executes his Venge- 
ance upon us Poor Mortals. But I need not 
borrow Examples from the Ancients, the Age 
which we live in has Plenty ſufficient ; for not 
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to exceed the narrow Bounds of our own Ac- 


our Thoughts, the conſtant 
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uaintance, how many have laid themſelves 
own to ſleep, and have ſlept for ever? Who 
will never more awake in this Life, never I ſay 
awake, till the laſt great Trumpet calls em 
from their Graves, and ſummons em to Judg- 
ment. Death does not always ſend his Meſ- 
ſengers before him to ſignifie his Coming; He 
often ſurprizes us without. any Ceremony, and 
ſtrikes us to the Heart, when we little ima. 
ind that the Enemy was near. Watch there- Matt. 25. 
ore, for ye know neither the Day, nor the Hour. *3* 
We may, I grant, repent in Hell, but ſuch a 
Repentance will do us no ſervice; Behold now 2. 
is the accepted Time, now is the Day of Salvation, Matt. 3, 8. 
bring forth therefore Fruit meet for Repentance, | 
let us do our Work while it is Day, the Night john 9 4. 
cometh when no Man can work. The Day, ſaith . 


_ Origen, is the ſpace of this Life, which rho? 


it may ſeem long and tedious, is extremely 
ſhort if compar'd with Eternity ; the Day of 
our Life is ſoon at an End, the Night comes 
on and it Expires, but the Day of Eternity 
ſhall know no Night, it ſhall ſhine for 
mm EE 


Let us make theſe Thy the ſubje& of 
heme of our dai- 
ly Meditations; Let us remember them upon Pſalm 63+ 
our Beds, and think upon them when we are wa- 7+ 
king : But more eſpecially are thoſe concern d 
to do ſo, whoſe Conſciences are laden and op- 


preſs'd with Sin; let them ſeriouſly confider 


that Dearh is the Gate that leads to Eternity, 
and foraſmuch as the 3 of our Death is 
| | 8 uncer- 
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uncertain, let us prepare ourſelves to meet 
Him, ler us live in a conſtant ExpeQation of 
his Coming, for according as our State and 
Condition is, when Death ſeizes us, ſuch will 
our final Sentence be, at the Day of Retri- 
bution. JFG 
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That Chriſtians ought not only to 


Paint Eternity, but to Meditate 


upon it. 


Eaving now the Royal Pſalmiſt, and 
other Devout and Religious Men, 


ting upon Eternity, let us deſcend in- 
to ourſelves, and commune with our own Hearts, 


and in our Chamber, and be ſtill. He wanders 


too far, and brings both himſelf and his Sal- 


vation into danger, who by being too intent 


on the Things of this World, forgets thoſe 
that are Eternal. | 


who 8 their Days in medita- 
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If you ask the Lawyers, they will inform you, 
that a perpetual Title to a yearly Rent, Sup. 
poſe the Sum as ſmall as you pleaſe, 8 
not to be parted with, and that all ſuch Titles 
are very valuable. Now if all ſuch Titles, 
tho the Annual Income be very inconſiderabl 
are ſo highly eſteem'd, and Men for the mo 
part fo ſollicitous to purchaſe them; whence 
comes it to paſs, that we are ſo wretchedly 
— — and careleſs in Purchafing a Title to 
the Kingdom of Heaven? We go to Law about 
the ſmalleſt Matters, and commence a long 
and tedious Suit, which laſts oftentimes many 
Years before it is determin'd; and in the mean- 
time we tamely and ſtupidly ſuffer others to 
carry away an Eternal Inheritance. O fooliþ 
Deut. 32. People and _ What can be the Reaſon of 
6 fo amazing a Proceeding ? Does Heaven ſeem - 
vile in our Eyes? Or is the Purchaſe of Eter- 
nity ſo mean and contemptible, that we do not 
think it worth our Care? How do we Swear, 
and Toil, and Labour in purſuing after Tem- 
poral Things? But as for Eternity, we look up- 
on it as a very diſtant and remote Poſſeſſion, 
and therefore we pretend, that we have not 
Time to think upon it; but if we had, it wou'd 
ſtill be neglected, we want not Time but Incli- 
nation. It is a very painful and laborious 
Task, to keep our Eyes intent upon thoſe Ob- 
jects, which we cannot ſee thro? ; the Objects 
which are near and preſent to us are much 
more pleaſing, the Taſte we have of them is 
more delightful, and tranſporting; and who 
wou'd part with a 17 4 atis faction for one 
in Reverſion? Good God! What a * 


. 


„ 
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blindneſs > What an extravagant and dangerous 
Frenzy is this? We look for Certainty where 

there is none, but where it is, we ſeek it not; 

we are deſirous in our Temporal Affairs to act 

upon good Grounds, but as to our Eternal 

State, we deſire no Security, tho we might 

have all, that we cou'd reaſonably deſire. If 

a Man lends another a Sum of Money, He 

immediately demands a Bond or Mortgage equi- 

valent to it; it is the general Cry, I defire to 

be Certain, if 1 with my Money I expect 

. Security, I am reſolv'd to run no hazards, 

ut to Act as ſafely as poſſibly I can. Things 

that are Precarious and at a Diſtance, are much 

over-balanc'd by Things Preſent and Certain; 

what ſays the Proverb ? One Bird in the Hand 

in worth Two in tbe Buſh; and again, Better i: 

a Wren in a Cage, than an Eagle in the Clouds. 

We are of Plautus's Mind, we carry our Eyes 

in our Hands, and believe nothing but what 

we feel. We ſeek for Certainty in Things that 

are Uncertain, whicb, generally ſpeaking, de- 

ceive us moſt, when we place the greateſt 

Confidence in them. But notwithſtanding this 

great Uncertainty of all Human Things, how 

different is our Conduct in Relation to the 

other Life; we look upon it as a precarious Re- 

verſion z and yet the Aſſurance we have of it, is 

much greater, and more to be depended upon, 

than any Temporal Security whatſoever. Our 

Saviour Chriſt does poſitively aſſure us, that if 

we mw his Commandments, we ſhall enter 

into Life; If thou wilt enter into Life, faith our Matt. 19. 

Lord, keep the Commandments. This is a certain 17» 

and infallible Way of ſecuring to ourſelves a. 

Bleſſed Eternity; if we 1 the Condition 
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of Obedience, God is ' faithful who has pro- 


mis'd, and He will not fail us: But then again, 
— 


if we break but one of the leaſt of his 

mandments, and do not repent of what we 
have done; if at the ſame Time when the Of- 
fence was committed, we do not endeavour to 
expiate the Crime, and to reconcile ourſelves 


to God, and make our Peace with Him, we 
apparently bring our Salvation into . 


and may poſſibly come ſhort of Heaven, and 
miſs of that Immortal Happineſs, to Which 
they only have a Right and Title, who keep 
his Commandments. Such is the - weakneſs 


and frailty of our Nature, that we carry a 


Thouſand Cauſes of Death about with us; we 
are, at the furtheſt, but a little ſtep from the 
Grave, we do not know but that we are juſt 
upon it; and yet, notwithſtanding the Danger 
we are in, we obſtinately perſiſt in a State of 
Damnation, in which ſhou'd Death ſuddenly 
take us away, we are loſt for ever beyond Re- 
demption. Is it not Preſumption in the high- 
eſt Degree, for Men thus to hazard their Eter- 
nal Salvation, when they might ſo eaſily, and 
with ſo little Pains ſecure it, and not run any 
Riſque at all ? | 5 " 


If for every Sin, or for every Hour of a Mans 
Life, He was doom'd to ſuffer a Year in Hell, 
and no longer; the Puniſhment wou'd be tole- 


Table, Upon ſuch a Preſumption, Men 'wou'd 


be tempted to continue in their Sins; and I do 
not at all doubt, but that a great many wou'd 


never leave them, cou'd'they be aſſur'd that the 


Torments of the Damn'd wou'd ever have an 
End. We find by fad and fatal ne 


upon Eternity.” | 
that notwithſtanding the Aſſurance we have of 
the Eternity of Hell-fire, and that the Torments 
of thoſe miſerable Wretches who groan under 
the Wrath of God, are both for their Degree 
and Quality, ſo exceeding great, that every 
Hour ſeems a Year unto them, yet there are 


ſome bold and daring Sinners, who plunge 


themſelves Head-long into Everlaſting Deſtru- 


If all the ſevereſt and moſt barbarous Tor- 
tures, which were ever invented by the Tyrants 
of the Earth, who by Anxious Thoughts and 
Helliſh Contrivance, improv'd and retin'd the 
Art of Cruelty and brought: it to Perfection,; 
If theſe, I ſay, were to be heap d upon the Head 
of one Man, and he were to endure them for 

a Hundred Years, yet they wou'd not come 


near the Pains of the Damn'd. even for one Day, 


So fearful a Thing is it to fall into the Hands of 
the Living God. The quickeſt and ſoreſt Pu- 


niſhments which in all Ages have heen inflicted 


upon Thieves, Parricides and other Malefactors, 


are ſeldom known to have laſted above Three or 


Four Days, or a Week at furtheſt; but the Tor- 


ments of thoſe who lie wailing under the Venge- 


ance ofa Power arm d with Omnipotence, are not 


for a Year, or an Age, but for an interminable 


33 


Heb 10. 
1. 


Duration; God will always puniſh them, and 


He can never Torment them enough, tho? their 
Torments will endure to all Eternit). 


14 - CHAP. 
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Sickneſs, and are rea 


3s Miſery in PerfeQion, The Prophet Daniel 
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Eternity doth not only deprive us of 
all Comfort, but even of Hope it» 


oo, 


HA. is a lively cheerful Principle, it is the 
efuge of the Miſerable, it ſoftens and 
abates the Evils of Life, and adminiſters Com- 
fort and Conſolation to us, under the greateſt 


and moſt grievous Calamities. Such is the 


goodneſs of Almighty God, that in all our Ad- 
verſities He leaves us ſome little glimmerings 
4 a nh to ſupport and ſuſtain our finking 


When we lie an f on the Bed of 

y to expire almoſt every 
Moment, yet even then, we are not without 
Hope. But it is not ſo with thoſe wretched 
Sinners, who are gone into the other World, 
and are enterd into the Regions of Darkneſs, 
they alas! Are all Deſpair ; Hope, which in 


this Life comes to all, comes not to them: This 


is a mighty Aggravation of their Sufferings, to 
endure the quickeſt and ſharpeſt Pains, and at 
the ſame Time to deſpair of any future Eaſe, 


both 


upon Eternity. =. - 

both heard and ſaw the Angel that came down 
from Heaven and ſaid, Hew the Tree down and Dan 4.2 
defiroy it, cut off its Branches, ſhake off its | 
Leaves, and diſperſe its Fruit, yet leave the 
Stump of the Root thereof in the Earth. The Fruit 
and Leaves, faith St. Ambroſe, are ſcatter d, but 
the Root is preſervd; by which he infinuates, 
that when all our Joys fly away and leave. us, 
and Evils and Calamities ſucceed in their Place, 

et even then we are not without- Hope. The 

oot is preſerv'd, tho? our Comforts are gone, 
Hope is left behind. But it is otherwiſe in 
Hell; Behold the Day cometh, that ſhall burn them 2 
up, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, that it ſhall leave tbeen 
neither Root nor Branch. Agreeable to which 
is that Expreſſion in Fob, who, complaining 
of his Miſery, crys out, He bath 1 1 me on Job 19. 10. 
every fide, and I am gone, and mine Hope bath ho 
remov'd like a Tree, The Hope or Expectation of +a 228 
the Wicked ſhall periſh. Let us therefore Hope, 
while there is a Place for Hope, but let us take 
this Caution along with us, let us Hope for 
nothing but what we ought to Hope for, and 
then our Hope will be chang'd into Enjoyment. 
The Advice is good which the Poet Ovid gives 
us in the following Diſtich. 


Omnia ſunt homimum temi pendentia flo, 
Et Jubito Caſu, que valuere, mt. 


Al Humane Things hang on a ſlender a' . | 
They which are ſtrongeſt ſoon are ſnatch'd bh . 


oy 


” 


We muſt not therefore place our Hopes up- 
on any Thing in this Life; let us rather fol - 
low St. Bernard's Directions, who Points out 

* | mrs: 
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to us a much better way z Our Faith, faith He, 
aſſures us, that God bas prepard unconcetveable = 
perſwades us, that theſe good Things are reſeru d 
for us, and our Charity ſays, lat us make baſts, 
let us fly to enjoy them. True Hope, ſays St. Gre 
gory, raiſes the Affections of the Soul to ,Hegs 
ven, inſomuch, that it is not ſenſible of the 
Evils and Calamities which happen to it in this 
Mortal State. True Hope inſpires us with a 
lively Senſe of the Folly and Vanity of all 
worldly Things, that they are but for a Mo- 
ment. But O that Moment, on which de- 
pends our Eternity! Tie ſad and gloomy. Hour 
of Death, and our laſt parting dying Ago. 
nies, are properly that Moment; this is that 
precious unvaluable Jewel, to purchaſe which 
the prudent Merchant Sold all that he had; 
but alas! There _— who.truly . underſtand 
its worth: Every Man, | faith St. Hierome, is too 
too careleſs, of his o] Salvation, and what is 
the Occaſion of this neglect? How comes it 
to pals, that a Matter of ſuch a vaſt Impor- 
tance is no more regarded? The fault is in our 
Sight, which is weak, languiſhing and feeble, 
our Eyes are not bright and piercing enough 
for diſtant Objects, we ſee nothing but what is 
near us. Ido not now ſpeak of thoſe who, are 
arrivd to Man's Eſtate, or are full of Years; 
even Boys and Girls are inſtructed from their In- 
fancy in the Principles of Vice, and are taught the 
little ſordid: Arts of being miſerably Covetous; 
as their Years come on, they are inſpir'd with 
an; inſatiable deſire of Riches, and all their 
Thoughts: are wholly. employ'd how to im. 
prove and manage their Effects tothe greateſt 
Advantage: 1 


dos Et _— 


Hoe 8 ile 46 foam, 
He nt ny ante th 5c Beta poles 


Juen. Sat. 14.1, 2083 
}* 


| Tagbt 55 their Norſe little Children get, 
This Leſſon 2 _ n TR Wes 


Mr. Dryden, 


B this unhappy. Way: of Proceeding, they. 
are' Trained up in a profound Ignorance of che | 


venly Things; or if by Accident they have any 
— of Eternity, it is immediately fot- 
gotten. Both Old and Young, underſtand too 
well the value of their Money, and this is the 


ſad and fatal Reaſon, that Heaven and Eternity 


have not a I: in all their Thoughts, 
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RT is a OY 4 Monſter with 


Three Heads; it is alſo a Foun- 
tain of Toy and Gladneſs. | 


15 As Sls © Chriſtian whoſoever 


thou art; that goeſt often to hear Ser- 


— but art ſeldom attentive to what is de- 


ed, to'reſolys ms this" Queſtion, Suppoſe 


thou 
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—— ſhouldſt —— with a little ſmall 
poon to empty t into a Neighbouring 
River, which runs into the Sea again; in hoy | 
long Time couldſt thou hope to empty it? 
Or ſuppoſe that you were to take it out by 
Hogs-heads, and to empty it immediately into 
another Channel, in how many Years couldft 
thou propoſe to drain it dry. You will, I 
doubt not, think it an intolerable Pain to lie 
Frying in Hell for ſo long a Time, but the 
Damn d wou'd think otherwiſe; the Time how 
long and grievous ſoever wou'd be very grate- 
ful and welcome to them, they. wou'd not think 
it long and tedious, provided they had any 
Hopes of eſcaping an Eternity of Torments. 


Among the Fables of the Heathen Poets, we 
read of a Monſter with Three Heads; if there 
be any ſuch Monſter in being, he is certainly 
in Hell, where there, is a kind of Triple Eter. 
nity, which like this feign'd Monſter, may not 
improperly be faid to have Three Heads, The 
| Pain of Loſi, the Pain of Senſe, and the Worm 
of Conſcience which never Dies, Wretched and 
— or gy are! Tho' our 
aſſage o dangerous and ſlippery, yet we 
march on, as boldly and trlumphantly, as if 
we were to paſs thro” the Fields of Tempe, or 
were to go thro*' Faradiſt. We never Dream 
of meeting any Enemies in the way, we 
and _ and think on nothing, but of a Safe 
and Happy Arrival at the Haven of our Deſires. 
We cannot ſure be ignorant; if we are, we are 
much to blame, that there are two Gates which 
lead to Eternity, one to the Everlaſting Regions 
of Happineſs, the other to Eternal 1 — 


 #pon Eternity. 


at one. of theſe Gates, and be Happy or Mi- 
ſerable for ever and ever. 


| Lawentiu Tuſtnianu, wond'ring at the 
Madneſs of theſe pleaſant Travellers, breaks 


forth into this Exclamation. O the lamentable 
Condition of Mortal Men, who tho they are in a 
State of Baniſhment, do yet Exult and Triumph 
in the way ! Be it then our Care, not to fix or 
"ſettle our Affections upon any Thing in our 

Pilgrimage, let us keep them cool and indif- 
_ ferent to the Things of this Life, until we ar- 
rive at our Heavenly Country; and let us 
make it our principal Endeavour to gain ad- 
mittance into that Gate, which is the begin- 
ning of a Bleſſed Eternity. God has created us 
for Pleaſure rather than for Labour, but we 


1 4 -.,- __ 
Dieſtruction, and that according as we behay'd 
- ourſelves in our Filerimage, we muſt enter in 


muſt not miſtake the Time .and Place, our 


Joys and Delights are reſerv'd for Eternity, and 
therefore we muſt not expect them here; he 
has appointed this Life, to be a State of Tryal 


and Diſcipline, that we may prepare ourſelves 


for the next, and make ourſelves worthy to be 
Partakers of that fubreſs of Foy, which is in His 


Preſence, and of thoſe Pleaſures, which are at bis Pſalm 16. 
Right-Hand for evermore. But how, or by what *** 


Means may theſe Pleaſures be obtain'd ? Do 


you not know what our Saviour ſays? The Matt. 11. 


Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers Violence, and the vio- 
lent take it by force, Conſider with thyſelf, 
am I this violent Perſon? I am violent indeed 


in taking my Eaſe, in Feaſting, and Dancing, 
and indulging my Wanton and Senſual Inclina- 

tions; but this is not that Violence WAN is 
* — 
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ſo r e may obtain ; we 
and 1 LY in at the ſtr uy . 5 
e now offer Violence to the 
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let us labour and offer Violence to ourſelves, 
in 0g our Luſts, and reſtraining. opr 
ei Ki come. Inclinations, which TR We 
Final do, God in his Mercy will 5 
- our (ſhort Labours with wag 26 Reſt, and 
Crown our Travels with Glory eating,” 


If we ſeek for true and. ſolid Joy amo png 
Deli 15 and Vanities of this World, 

in a Place, where it is not; we muſt look for 

it. in Heaven, if we hope to find it, Gad pre- 

Jonah 4. 6 Bed, a 2 and made it to come over Jonah, 

WP pat it 5 . ſbadow over bis Head, to deliver 

; ” from bis Ert rief, and Jonah was exceeds 

Slag of the Fare And what is all the For | 

150 1 85 his 4 5 40 it EL | 

pop! — ourd, flouriſhing for a Time hr 

* RR E * and refr 15 18 . 
The Ric oices over his 

Niches are his ay .and the Joy which 

| BY give him is exceeding Great. The 

Drunkards and Gluttons exult at their Tables, 

cal © themſelves with Wine and fare Fn | 


every Day ; the yolupruoss Man 7 


Aon Eternity. 159 
his el Fleaſures, but his Delights are 
Gall and Bitterneſs in the end. For what be- 
came of Jonas Gourd? God prepar'd a Worm, Jonah 4. 3. 
and it ſinote the Gourd that it wither d. Where 
now, Jenny, is thy Gourd? Where now is 
| thy Joy? It is gone and vaniſh'd. In the 
A * Ricks our —— = ate Pin 3 
leave us; ches fha elve Prov. 23. 
and fly away as an 4 towards 100 Ae 
Gluttons Bainties ſoon will fail Him, he will 
cither put an end to them by his Frouſian, or 
his Exceſs will quickly take him from them. 
And as for the cafures of the voluptuous 
— how ſiveet and raviſhing ſoever they 
may be, they are but for a Moment. In a 
Word, all the Pleaſures of this World are ſhort 
— uncertain, but the Joys of the Blelied ars 
or ever. 
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TT That the tafte which we have in this 

- Life of the Joys of Eternity, is 
very ſweet and raviſhing to ſome 
Perſons : This Truth is illuſtrated 


and confirmed by a very great and 
conſiderable Example. 


r Heodorus a Young Gentleman Born of 
1 Chriſtian Parents, Young indeed if we 
conſider his Age, but Old in reſpe& of his 
_ Wiſdom and Prudence, was very ſenfible of 
this Truth. So powerful was the Taſte which 
he had of Eternity, that, at a ſolemn Day of 
Rejoicing, which was celebrated throughout all 
Foe. when his Father's Houſe was full of 
Company, and nothing was to be ſeen but 
M and Dancing; when Joy appear d in 
every Face, and every one prepar'd to bear a 
Part in the general Gladneſs; he retir'd into 
his Cloſet, and finding himſelf ſtruck with a 
Heavenly Dart, he began thus to expoſtulate 
with himſelf, O unbappy Theodorus ! Wert 
thou Lord of the Univerſe, what wou'd it 
fit thee? If all the World were at thy Com- 
mand, what real Advantage could'ſt thou pro- 
poſe to thyſelf from ſo vaſt a Foſſeſſion? Tis 
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true, thou haſt many Things, but how 1o 


ſhalr thou have them? Thou may'ſt Ear, an 


Drink, and take thy Pleaſures, but Oh! How 
long will theſe Pleaſures laſt? I grant, that ſuch 


a Life wou'd pleaſe me, cou'd I always enjo 
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it; how then ſhall I AQt? Shall J give myſelf 
1 to the Pleaſures of Senſe, and deſtroy my 


opes of Eternal Felicity? Say Theodorus, is it 
a Heaven of this Earth? Can J enjoy my Plea- 


much deceiv'd, if Chriſt did not ſhew us ano- 
ther way to Heaven, and that we muſt through 


much Tribulation, enter into the Kingdom of God. 


_ agreeable to the Laws of Chriſtianity, to make 


| ſures here, and enjoy them hereafter? I am | 


Ads 14 
—_— 


Abſtain therefore from ſenſual Pleaſures, and 
let Eternity have the Preference in thy Heart. 


| He had no ſooner ſaid theſe Words, but with 


weeping Eyes, and ſighing Heart, he retir'd in- 
to an Inner-Room, and having fuſt proſtrated 
himſelf upon the Ground in an humble Ado» 


ration, he pray d to God in the following Man- 


ner. O Eternal God ! Thou knoweſt all the Se- 


not bid from thee; thou know'/t my Neceſſities before 
T aſe, and my Ignorance in aſting; alas ! I know 
not what to pray for, I know not how to make my 
Aldreſſes; oniy this one Thing let me beg of thy 
Mercy, that it may pleaſe thee of thine Infinite 
Goodneſs to deliver thy Servant from Eternal 


Death: Lord, thou knoweſithat I love Thee, that 


J defire to be with Thee, and to celebrate thy 


Praiſes for ever and ever; hear me, O God, and 


bave Mercy upon me. As he was thus praying 
his Mother ſurpriz'd him, who perceiving by 


crets of my Heart, and my Groans and Sighs ave 


| 


the redneſs of his Eyes the diſorder he was in, 


like a tender and . Parent enquir d the 


Cauſe 
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out from the Kingdom of Heaven? Some P 
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Cauſe of his being ſo diſconſolate ; Dear Son, 
id ſhe, V are you ſo ſad ? What is the Rea- 


| ſon that yon deny us your Lay I this a pro 


per Time to retire ? Why, my Son, do you chooſe to 
be abſent, when you are ſo much wanted ? Tony 
well-natur d Friends defire your Company, the Din- 
ner is now ready, come, come away, and increaſe 


the leaſure of the Entertainment. Theodorus fe- 


ply'd; I defire you, good Madam, to make my Ex- 
cuſe in the Wi Manner that you can ; my Sto- 
mach at preſent is much out of Order, let me de- 
fire you not to urge me to eat againſt my Appetite, 


His Mother bei ng ſatisfied with this honeſt Ex- 
cuſe, left him to himſelf, As ſoon as ſhe was 


gone, he began to confer with God and his 
Soul about Eternity, and (with an Application 
Which was every way fuitable to ſo great a Work ) 
to examine his former miſpent Life. What 
have I been? Said He to himſelf; or rather, 
what will my Condition he, ſhou'd 1 be fhar 
one way to Heaven, and ſome another: It fig- 
nifies little which way we go, ſo we get thi- 
ther; as the ways are different, ſo likewiſe ate 
Men, and therefore ir is reaſonable, that every 
one ſhou'd make Choice of that way, which 
he thinks moſt convenient. There is a long 
way, and a ſhort, the one is ſafe, the other is 
dangerous. If I am afraid to go in the way 


- Which is long and dangerous, it remains that [ 


. Chooſe the ſhorteſt way; which if I do, the 
Holy Angels will watch over me in my Pilgri- 
. mage, they will Guide and Prote& me, and 
be my Conſolation. But how will this affiit 
my Relations? They will perhaps mourn at 
. firſt, but in Time their Mourning ſhall be turn d 
_ — 


9 


into Joy. Go Theodorts, ſer about it immedi- 
ately, and be not too credulous. I hope, that 
if I meet with any powerful Adverſaries I ſhall 
be able to oppoſe them. gut what Method 
_ ſhall I take with thoſe that are eaſie, kind, and 


imtreating, who will perhaps weep over me? 


Theſe I confeſs are moſt to be dreaded; I am 
naturally of a ſofr and tender Diſpoſition, bur 
in ſach a Cafe | muſt refolve to go forward, 


and muft pray unto my Saviour for the Aid 
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and Supply of his Holy Spirit, to ſtrengthen 


and animate my feeble Refolurion. But ſup- 
poſe thy mournful loving Mother, to whom 
thou art dearer than Life itſelf, ſhou'd entreat 


thy ſtay ? Shou'd ſhe fold thee in her tender 


Arms, fall upon thy Neck and Kiſs thee? 
Shou'd ſhe ſhew thee her naked panting Breaſts, 
and bid thee to remember that they gave thee 
Nouriſnment; wou'd not thy Mother's foft 


Perſwaſions charm thee into a Compliance? In 


ſuch a Caſe, call to Mind that excellent Say- 
ing of St. Hierome; Fly immmediately to the 
| Standard of Chriffs Croſs. and remember that 
"tis ſometimes a Vertne to be cruel. But it is 
a great and difficult Thing to undertake ſo 
mighty a Change in the very Spring and Prime 
of Life; tis difficult, I Confeſs, but Experi- 
ence aflures us, that there are many in the 
World who cannot ſerve God as they oughr, 


in that they began too late to ſerve him. They 


ſerve him beſt, who take upon themſelves the 


Yoke of Chriſt in the Days of their Youth. 
But I have been tenderly and delicately brought 
up, and I am now entring upon a Life of great 
Severity; how ſhall I be able to ſupport my- 
ſelf under it? I kope or but how long A 
6h; | K 
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f Lear or Two; but that is not ſufficient; I muſt 

o further, and reſolve to endure it as long as! 

Iive. Conſider therefore, eitlier do not begin 
it, or continue to the End. I know, that of 


myſelf I am not able to ſurmount theſe Difti- 


Phil. 4. 13 culries, but I can do all Things, thro Cbriſ 


which ſtrengthens me. But Cuſtoms and Habits 


are not eaſily Chang's to curb Deſire, to break 


the ſtubborn head ſtrong Will, and ſuperinduce 
a kind of ſecond Nature, is a very painful and 
laborious Work. Hitherto I have livid among 
the Great, and enjoy d my Pleaſures without 
any Interruption, how ſhall I reliſh a poor 
and bumble, and ſervile Life > How long ſhall 


L endure ſo ſevere a Penance ? I muſt not here 


think, as in a Comedy, to Play my Part for a 
Day or Two only, but muſt continue to act it 
as long as I live: The Scenes of this Theatre 
are long and tedious, when once you are veſt. 

ed with the Poor-man's Habit, there is no re- 
turning to your Purple again, till God ſhall 
cloath you with Glory and Immortality. O 
Theodorus, will thy Conſtancy and Perſeverance 


hold out to the Laſt? I will do my beſt; I 


will propoſe to myſelf ſome illuſtrious Exam- 
les, and whom can I better imitate than m 
Bleſſed Saviour, the only-begotten Son of God, 


who humbled himſelf, and rook upon him our 


Human Nature, and endur'd a hard and ri- 
2 Life? Is not his glorious Example ſuf- 
cient to encourage my Imitation ? Shall I re- 


fuſe to bear his Croſs? Shall any 8 


make me afraid? Am I better than He? But is 
it not grievous to be deprivd of my Liberty, 


to live a Priſoner all my Days in a narrow 
lonely ſolitary Cell > Think better upon, 


u pon Eternity. | 3 5 
think that to Morrow you will be in Subjection 
to another, and that you muſt conform your 
Will to his; but in this alſo will I follow the | 
a of my Bleſſed Saviour; who came down John 6. 28. 
from Heaven, not to do bis own Will, but the Will 
of bim that ſent him. Nor ſhall I find it a dif- 
cult Matter to follow the Captain of m 
Salvation; who is it that Commands me? Is 
it the Voice of God or Man? It is the Voice of 
God, to whom I muſt pay an implicite Obedi- 
ence, But ſurely it is too great a heighth of 
Philoſophy for a Man to renounce Riches, and 
to embrace Poverty; to loſe the Satisfaction of 
adminiſtring Relief to the Neceſſities of the 
Poor, and to ſtand in need of the Charity of 
others. O hard Condition! Who can ſubmit 
to ſuch an Exchange? Who can bid adieu to 
the Conveniences of Riches, and not thirſt after 
them? How long ſhall I debate this Matter 
with myſelf? How long ſhall I keep my Mind 
in ſuſpence, fluQuating, as it were, berween 
Hope and Fear? Have i not the Example of 
my Lord before me? I will lift up mine Eyes 
to my crucified Saviour, who was mock'd and 
ſcourgd, and — to a' cruel and ſhameful. 
Death. When He left the Happy Manfions of 
the Bleſſed, and came down from Heaven to 
dwell among us, what uſage did He meet with? 
The particular Circumſtances of His Birth, and 
Death are an evident Demonſtration. When 
| He came into the World, his Parents were 
forcd to lay Him in a Manger; and when He 
died, His Body was Naked and without any Co- 
vering, During His Life He was fo perſecuted | 
by the cruel and unrelenting Jews, that He bad, .. 8. 
not where to lay His _— ow many Fatigues 20. 
92 mas 3 
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did He r He was burnt up witk Heat, 
and ready to faint and periſh. with Thirſt; how 
unwearied was He in doing Good? How pati- 
ent under Sufferings? How contented in Po- 
verty ? How conſtant in Labour? How mild 
and gentle when Reproach'd ? His. Example 
was a lively Tranſcript of His Doctrine, and 
ſhall I be aſham'd of ſo glorious a Leader, ſhall 
I bluſh to be enrolYd among the Number of 


His Diſciples? 1 will either be what my Lord 


will have me, or I will no longer be Theodorus, 
Such is the Love which I have for my Savi- 
our, that I am ready to ſuffer, Hunger and 
Thirſt, Cold and Nakedneſs; I am ready to 
ſuffer Contempt and Reproach, ready to be 


Bound, to be Burnt or Sawn aſunder: Theſe 


Sufferings are of a very ſhort Continuance, but 


the Joys and Torments of Eternity are for ever. 
Iwill therefore take my leave of the World; 
adieu ye falſe deceitful 3 adieu ye vain 
and tranſitory Things, I eſteem you not; my 
Soul is now upon the Wing to Heaven ; and 
Eternity is the only Object of my Wiſhes ; O 
Eternity ! Eternity! How welcome art thou to 
me? 7 as Relt to the weary. Traveller; 
Welcome as Mercy to a Man condemn'd ; how 


is my Soul tran ſported with Eternity? O Eter. 


"ity! How welc ome art thou ro me, there is 
nothing that I defire in Compariſon of Thee? 


In the Strength and Virtue of theſe elevated : 
Contemplarions, his Soul was ſo inflam'd with 


the Love of God, and of that Eternity of Hap- 


ineſs, which the Saints and Angels enjoy in 
ven, that he fully reſoly'd to take his Fare · 
wel of his tender Parents, to leaye his Friend 
; 4 and 


| | upon Eternity. 

and to abandon his Riches and Delights for 
ever. Nor did He enter upon this Reſolution 
haſtily or unadyiſedly, bur with deep Thought 
and much Deliherarion ; He did not make it in 


Trees, and accordingly he took ſome Time be- 
ore he put his Refolurion in Practice; he did 
not pa from qne reh, to another, but in- 
ur d himſelf firſt to ſome li 
having eafily Conquer d, he continu'd to im- 
rove from Vertue' ro Vertve, and became at 
laſt one of Pachomins's Diſciples, In this man- 
ner did Theodorns dedicate himſelf ro God, and 
wot theſe were the Delights and Pleaſures 


of his 


State as a Fable, ſo he choſe ro make himſelf 
a Fable to the World, rather than loſe the ra- 
viſhing Hopes of a bleſſed Eternity, 


Let us learn from this pious and excellent 


Example, to prepare ourſelves for a Future 
State : There are many in the World, who live 
in ſo wicked and ungodly a Manner, as if it 
were indeed a 5 devisd Fable, fram'd 
and invented by ſome wiſe Politicians to kee 
Mankind in awe, and that in reality there was 
no ſuch Thing; but let ſuch take Care, hom 


ittle Severities, which 


oul, and he was ſatined with them, eveh p alm 63. 
as it were, with Marrow and Fatneſs: As he was 5. 
hot of their Opinion, who look upon a Future 


they Treaſure 1 unto themſelves Wrath againſt the Rom 2.5, 
FD, 


Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the Righteous 


Judgment of God, who will render to every Man 
according -to bis Deeds, Men and Brethren, let 
me freely Addreſs you in the Words of St. Pe- | 
ter, The Day of the Lord will come as a Thief in 2 Pet 3. 
the Night, in the which Wo Heavens ſhall paſs 10, 11, 12. 


away 


2 Pet / 3, 4- 
fince the Fathers fell aſleep, all 1 75 continue, as 


Works that are therein ſhall be burnt 
' then that all theſe Things ſhall be diſſolv d, what 
manner of Perſons ought 2 to be in all Holy Con- 
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away with a great Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall 


melt with fervent heat, the Earth alſo and the 
. cet 


verſation and Godlineſs, looking for and haſting un. 
to the coming of the _ 75 God, wherein the Hea · 
vens being on Fire ſhall he diſſolv d, and the Element: 


Hall melt with fervent Heat. What an aſtoniſhing 
Account is this of the Day of Judgment? Who 


can hear it and not tremble? And yet, where 


| ſhall we find that Holy Converſation and God- 


lineſs, which the Apoſtle does ſo earneſtly re. 
commend ? We walk after our own Lufts and 
ſay, like the Scoffers, whom St. Peter here re- 
proves; where is the Promiſe of his coming? For 


the Creation, 


they were, from the beginning 0 
eter, let us at- 


Bur if we will not believe St. 


tend to the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour who 


Mart 7: is Tuch ef, For wide is the Gate, and broad 


2s the way that leadeth to Deftrufion, and many 
there be that go in thereat. Sure I am, Men 
wou'd not be ſo daring to enter into it, if they 
really believ'd that there was no Poſhbility of 
returning, but that they ſhou'd abide therein 
for ever; it is therefore a vegy plain Caſe, that 


they look upon it as a pious Invention. You 


will poſſibly Reply, that you believe a Future 
State, and that you hope and wiſh for it. But 
alas! How great is your Faith? How cold and 


indifferent are your Hopes and Expectations? 
| When a little preſent Pleaſure, when the proſ- 


pett of Intereſt, and the ſoft enticing Blandiſh- 
ments of the Fleſh, do ſo ſteal away our Hearts, 
and take ſo full a Poſſeſſion of them, that _ 


upon Eternity. „ 1 
inſenſibly cool our Deſires of Eternity, and bury 
them, as it were, in a ſweet Oblivion; how 
often do you hear it Read and Preach'd ? Thus 
ſaith the Lord, this is the Commandment of 
the Lord, but you neglect it as often as you 
hear it. The Lord may ſay and command 
what He pleaſes, but we will gratifie our ſen- 
ſual Inclinations. Ye will walk after our own Jer 13, 
Devices, and pe will every one do the Imagination 12, 13. 
of his evil Heart. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, 
aſe ye now among the Heathen, who hath heard 
ſuch Things ? Wou'd this People, who were 
deſtitute of the Knowledge of God, have con- 
temn'd Eternity it they had known it? Go to 3 
now, Te fimple Ones, ye Fools, and Scorners that Prov. 1. 24. 
delight in ſcorning; becauſe [ have caltd and ye 25,26, 27- 
refus'd, I have ftretch'd out my Hand and no Man | | | 
regarded; but ye have ſet at nougbt all my Caun- | 
ſel, and wou'd none of my Reproof,, I will alſo | | 
laugh at your Calamity, I will mock when your fear 
comet; when your fear cometh as Deſolation, and 
your Deſtruction cometh as a Whirlwind , when di- 
fireſs and anguiſh and all Eternity cometh upon 
you. Shou'd Death take us away in ſo deplo- 
rable a State, what Hopes cou'd we have of 
Mercy ? The dreadful Sentence is already us 
and there is no recalling it; the Gate of Life 
is ſhut upon us, we may cry unto him, Lord, Matt. 25. 
Lord, open to us, but he ſhall anſwer and ſay, 11, 12 41 
I know you not, depart from me ye curſed into 
f aa ga Fire, prepared for the Devil and bis 
Angeli. | = 


Vatch ye therefore, good Chriſtians, Watch 
and Pray; behold the Judge ſtands at the 
Gate, and that may happen in a _— 
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which may be Matter of Grief and Sorrow to 


all Eternity. Anthony call'd the Great, who 


was the firſt that preſcrib'd the Rules of a fe- 
tir d Life, in one of his Sermons to the Pea. 


2 has theſe Words; Dearly Beloyed, faith 


„in our mutual Contracts and Dealings witz 


one another, we are generally very careful to 


what is all our 


proportion the Value of the Goods, which we 
uy or ſell to the Money which we give or re- 
ceive for them. For inſtance, you pay me Ten 
Ducats, and in Exchange I give you their Va- 
Tue in Spices. Again, I pay you Ten Pounds, 
and in lieu of them I receive as many Quar- 
ters of Wheat: But in Relation to Eternit, 
we act quite otherwiſe; nay, we are unwilling 
to Exchange Things Temporal for Things Eter- 
nal: Eternal Life is of little or no Value in the 
Eſteem of the World, we do not Care to pur- 
ehaſe it at any Price, and can hardly be per- 
ſwaded to do any Thing to obtain it. And yet 

Thor if compar d with Eter- 
nity? It is not ſo much as a Penny to a Milli. 
on, ſo vaſtly Superiour is the Recompence of 


the other World to all our greateſt Labours and 


Pſalm 90. 
10. 


ſeth it away and we are gone. Suppo 
a Man to have liv'd Fourſcore, NJ if 2 be 


Hardſhips, that they bear no manner of Pro- 

portion to it. The Days of our Age are Three- 

ſcore Tears and Ten, and the Men be ſo firong, 

that they come to Fourſcore Tears; yet it their 

Strength then but Labour and Sorrow, { ſoon oof 
e 


We 5 
v 


an Hundred Years, and to have od 
all that Time in the Sincerity of his Heart, 
and with Love unfeign'd; is not Eternity an 


ample Compenfation ? Hath he not ſpent his 


Life to.good Purpoſe, when his Reward wy 


upon Eter nin. | 171 
leſs than a Kingdom? I do not mean a King- 
dom in which he ſhall Reign an Hundred Years 
only, in Proportion to the Time of his Service 

here on Earth, No! His Kingdom, like that 
of our Saviour's is not of this World, the 
Kingdom of Heaven is given to Him for an 
Inheritance, where he ſhalt live and reign .in 
Glory for ever and ever. Wherefore, my belo- 
ved Children, let not Ambition rob you of 
yourſelves, it is a delightful but dangerous 
aſſion, the more you give way to it, the more 
it will inflame you; neither be ye TAE 43 
Well-doing, nor dejected with the Evils 
Calamities of this Life, but rather rejoice, that 44s 5: 41. 
ye are counted wort hy te Fi fer; for, as St. Paul Ron 8.18. 
rightly obſerves, 4 erings of this preſent 
Time, are not wortby to be compar'd with the Glo- f 
ry, which ſhall be reveal d in us : Let not any 
Man therefore, when he has taken his leave f | | 
the World, and bid Farewel to all his Great- 9 
neſs, be ſo vain as to imagine, that he has a- | 
bandon'd any mighty Matter; for what are 
all the Kingdoms of the Earth, and the Glory 
thereof, in Compariſon of Heaven? They are, 
at the moſt, but as a Centre to its Circle, or as 
a drop of Water to the vaſt great Ocean. And 
what are Riches? Are they not a very uncer- 
tain Poſſeſſion? But ſuppoſing that we coud 
keep them, ſuch are the unchangeable Laws of 
Nature, that in a little while, whether we will 
or no, we ſhall be taken from them. If this be 
the Caſe, why do we not make a Vertue of 
Neceſſity, and Sacrifice our Wealth to the Re- 
lief of the Poor, and Indigent, when Eternal 
Life is promis'd to thoſe, who make ſo ſweet 
and pleaſing an Oblation. a 
; : b 


The Eighth Conſideration 


It was a conſtant Praftice with Pachomius, 
whenever any looſe, laſcivious Thoughts ſprang 


up in his Mind, to repel them with the reinem. 


brance of Eternity; if they ſprang. up a ſecond 
Time, he repelPd them a ſecond Time with the 
remembrance of Eternity, with refleQing on 
the endleſs Torments of Hel], with refleQi 

on the Fire that will never be quench'd. and 
on the Worm that never Dies. I will there- 


| fore conclude this Confideration in the Words 


of Pachomins ; Above all * faith he, let w 
preſerve in our remembrance t 


e laſ great Day, 
and let us always live in fear of the — » 


Hell, that 7 the Mercy of God, in and thro the 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Bleſſed Saviour and Re. 
deemer, we may for ever eſcape them. * 
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co NSIDER ATION 5 


UPON. 


ETERNITY. 


: 5, — 
7 4 . , 


1 3 Na 1 Fa the 
1 "No Conſiderations, _ 


d nor con- 


Ternity can neither be 
ceiv'd, Words are not big enough, and 
5 Thought is too narrow to compre 
it. There is a might Difference between a 


* "ons a0 one that is ring, ; Hong 
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The Ninth Confideration 


real Fire, and Fire in a Picture, and yet in 


ſome Degree, they may very properly be faid 
to reſemble each other: Bur 2 


of Earth and Hell, between the Pains of this 


Life and the next, there is no Compariſon; and 
the Reaſon is plain, the Eire and Pains of the one 


are Finite, the other are Infinite, This is v 


John 15. 
6. 25 


piour in the Parable of the 


not run in the 


elegantly intimated unto us — our Bleſſed Sa. 
ine branch; If a4 

Nan abide tt in me; be is caſ forth as a Brauch 
that is vither d; and Men gather them, (or, and 
is gather'd ) and caſt them into the Fire, and 
they are burned, (Gr. and is burn'd.) This is a 
very ſhort and lively Deſcription of Eternity, 
for, obſerve-if =o pleaſe, that the Words do 
he Future, but in the Preſent Tenſe: 
Our Saviour does not Tay, He ſhall be caſt forth 
as a Branch, and ſhall wither, and that Men hall 
gat her it, and caſt it imo the Fire, and it fhall 
be burnt: But, be is caſt forth as a Branch that 


is. wither'd, and Men gather it, wy caſt it into 


the Fire, and it is burnt. This is the Condition 
of thoſe miſerable Wretches, who ſuffer the 
Vengeance of Eternal Fire, they are always burn- 
ing. When a Thouſand Years are gone and 
paſt, they burn; let another Thouſand fly away, 
they burn; their Torments are the ſame, as at 


the beginning; and if after ſeveral Millions of 


all Things, changes not their Pains, they are 


Years ſome curious Perſon. ſhou'd defire to 


know, how it is with them, whether their 


Condition is not alter'd for the better? Or, 


whether they find no Abatement of their Pains? 


No other Anſwer can be given than this, they 
are always burning, even Time which *changes 


one and the ſame for ever and ever, This, | 


ſaith 


© gwen K 
Aith St. Auguſtin in his Comment upon this 
Text, is the Condition of the Vine-branch, it 
muſt abide in the Vine or turn in the Fire, if 
not in the Vine then in the Fire; but thar it 
may not burn in the Fire, let it abide in the 
Vine. 2 
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The Second Concluſion. 


F — who are Sinners, did but ſerioufly 
| I conſider how near they are to the Confines 
Eternity, and rhat they are Juft dropping 
down, as it were, into the Pit of Deſtruction; 
did they but confider, how that God in a Mo- 
ment, in the —_— an Eye, can deliver 
them up to Death and Hell, from whence there 
is no Redemption; they wou'd not delay their 
Repentance for an Hour, tho' they were to 
have the Riches of the Indies, Spain, Afia, and 
even the Treaſures of the whole World itſelf, 
upon ſuch a Condition; much leſs wou'd they 
date to go to Bed, before they had ask d God's 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs for their paſt Offences. 
For what is a Man profited, if he ſhall gain the Matt. 16. 
whole World, and loſe bis own Soul ? Whatever 7 · 
thou loſeſt, O Man, take care of thy Soul, fo 
that be preſery'd, all other Loſſes are inconfi- 
derable; I need not here relate the Sufferings 
of the Martyrs in the firſt Ages of the Church, 
ey are roconded to ee, 
| ames 


176 The Ninth Conſideration - 
Names ſhall be had in Everlaſting Remem- 
brance: They endur'd. the ſevereſt and moſt 

| cruel Perſecutions, that they might ſave their 
i Souls; they cheerfully follow'd our Saviour to 
= the Croſs, and by laying down their Life for 
his ſake, may truly and properly in the Go. 
ſpel-ſenſe be ſaid to have ſavd it. Let us 
| therefore while we have Time, faith St. 4. 
| guſtin, amend our Lives and correct our Man. 
ners, that thoſe terrible Judgments which God 

has. denounc'd againſt the Wicked and Impe- 

nitent, wa þ not fall upon us; not becauſe we 

ſhall not be, but that we may not be found 

to be ſuch as they are, on whom theſe dread- 

ful Threatnings ſhall be executed. Whatſo- 

_ ever is written in the Holy Scriptures is writ- 

ten for our Learning, *tis the Voice of God, 

and we muſt obey it ; we muſt look upon the 
Sufferings, and Afflictions of this Life as the 

| chaſtening of the Almighty, as the Effects of 
Heb, 12. his Love and Kindneſs to us, For whom the 
6. Lord loveth he chaſteneth; He correQts us here, 
that He may not condemn us with the Wicked 
hereafter, Why then are we afraid of the Af- 
flictions of this Life, which are but tor a Mo- 
ment ? Why do our Hearts fink down within 

us, when by Accident we hear a Relation af 

them If we wou'd but conſider Things aright, 

we ſhou'd then confeſs, that the moſt grieyous 

and painful Tribulations which befal us here, 

are even as nothing in Compariſon of what 
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The Third Concluſqun. 


| : 1 are à great many Chriſtians, who 
N neither believe a Heaven, nor a Hell; if 
4 they did, they wou'd not dare to lead ſuch 
f 


profligate Lives, as moſt of them do: To ſuch 
we may apply that Saying of our Saviour, L 
When the Son of Man cometh, ſhall be find Faith Luke 18.8, 
upon the Earth, There are ſome indeed who 
pretend to believe them, but their Words and 
Actions do not agree together, what they af. 
firm in the one, they contradict in the other. 
They ſeldom or never think upon Eternity, if 
at any Time they allow it a Place in their 
Thoughts, tis in a very flight and curſory 
Manner; they never ſuffer it to ſtay upon their 
Minds, neither do 3 and weigh it 
as they ought; their Will and Underſtanding 
are not diſpos'd for ſo ſerious a Meditation, and 
they do not take Care to fix em upon ir, and 
this is the Reaſon, that the Impreſſions which 
Eternity makes upon their Minds are ſo weak 
and feeble. Aſſoon as they fer about it, their 
Thoughts wander ſomewhere elſe, and if by 
Chance ſome Sparks of Goodneſs ſpring up in 
their Hearts, what thro' Cares and Buſineſs, 
what thro' the Pleaſures and Vanities of the 
World, they are preſently extinguiſh'd. Thus 
with Eyes ſhut, and Ears ſtopt up, having no 
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The Ninth Conſideration 


A pprehenſions of the Danger they are in, they 


o on in the way to Eternal Death. The Fa. 


thers obſerve of the Rich Man in the Goſpel, 


that he never open'd his Eyes till he was in 
Torment; he had kept them ſhut all his Life. 
long, and had ſtupidly paſs'd away his, Days 
without one ſerious Thought or Confideration; 
He was utterly averſe to Piety and Good neſs, 
and had no Mercy, no Compaſhon for the 


Poor; but when he came to Hell, then he was 


awaken'd and began to confider, but it was 


then too late, In Hel he ft up his Eyes bein 


in Torments. But we need not wonder, that 
ſo many Sinners do ſo blindly and ſtupidly 
run on in a wicked Courſe, and never o 

their Eyes till they are fall'n into the Fit; 
for the Way is extremely Large and Pleaſant, 


'*tis ſo Broad and Smooth, that a Man cannot 


poſſibly loſe himſelf, till he comes to the end 


of lit: Then indeed he. perceives, rhar he hasal 


along been out of the right Way, but ir is too 
late to retrieve his Frror, there is no going 
back again. There are a great many, who 
wou'd like very well to walk in this broad de- 
lightful Way, if there were no End of it; "tis 
this that terrifies them; and therefore they ye- 

wiſely chooſe to tread the rough unbeaten 


| Path which leads to the Regions of Light and 


Happineſs, rather than walk thro? a ſweet de. 
licious Paradiſe, to Death, and Deſtruction: 
For as the Cloud is conſimd and vaniſbeth away, 
ſo he that goeth down to the Grave ſhall come 1 
no more. : „% gas fo” 
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The Fourth Concluſion: 


H? that ſeriouſly conſiders Eternity, and 


ſuffers it to dwell and take Root in his 
Mind, will not only refrain ſrom a looſe and 
wanton 
Care ſo to limit his Mirth, that he do not 
ſtrain it to too great a Degree, It was ob- 
ſerv'd of thoſe who were rais d from the Dead, 
and particularly of Lazarns of Bethany, our Sa- 


viour's Friend, whom he ſo dearly loved, that 


they were ſeldom ſeen to laugh; ſo that they 


might very truly and juftly apply that Saying 
« . 5 of Laughter it Eccleſ 2. 2. 
i mad; and of Mirth what doth it Cyril of 


of Solomon to themſelves, I 


Alexandria tells us, that he was very fearful of 


giving himſelf up to immoderate Laughter ; _ 


I am afraid, ſaich he, of Hell, becauſe it has 
*noEnd; and I am no leſs afraid of rhe devou- 


© ring Worm, becauſe it nevet dies. O that they Het 32, 


Way of Living, but will alſo take 


179 


were wiſe, that they underſfood this, that they 29. 


wou d confider their latter End ! This I muſt af. 


firm, and what I ſay is undeniably true, That, 
if the Man who contemplates Zternity, does 


not lead a Devout and Holy Life; if ſo power- 
ful and weighty a Conſideration does not ob. 
lige him to reform his Ways, and correct 
his Manners, either he has no Faith, or if he 


has Faith, he has a 1 ſenſeleſs Heart, 
| 2 


which 


_ The Ninth Confuleration 


which may not improperly be ſaid to be Dead, 
even while he lives. | 955 


The Fifth Concluſion. 


TOthing is more certain than that in all 
| Diſcourſes upon Eternity, we can never 
| Jay too much; for tho? in other Matters, we 

are very apt to over-flouriſh an Object, and to 
paint it out in our Imaginations much greater 
than it really is, yet when we ſpeak of Eternity 
the Caſe is otherwiſe; ſince it is not in the 
Power of the moſt enlarg'd and elevated Ima- 
gination to raiſe and improve it, to too great a 
| heighth. It is the peculiar Property of Eter- 
ity, that as by Subltraction you cannot take 
from it, ſo neither by Addition can you add 
to it: Suppoſe you were to take from it as 
many Years as there are Stars in the Firma- 
ment, Drops in the Ocean, Spires of Graſs in 
the Field, Motes in the Sun, or Atoms of Sand 
upon the Sea-ſhore; if you caſt up the Re. 
mainder, you will find that Eternity is till the 
ſame, as it was before you made this DeduQti- 
on. So likewiſe, if you add ſo many Years to 
it, it is all to the ſame Purpoſe, Eternity is 
neither more nor leſs, it is ſtill what it was 
take what Meaſures you will, it is equally im- 
poſſible either to leſſen or improve it. 


. | 


upon Eternity. 


As long as God ſhall continue in Being, ſo 
long ſhall the Damn'd continue in Torment: I 
have already illuſtrated this Truth by ſeveral 
apt and proper Reſemblances,. and yer I cannor 
— to add one more, which is taken out 
of Bonaventure, If one of the Damn d were to 
ſhed a Tear every Hundred Years, and the 
Tears thus ſhed were to be kept together, till 
they made a Sea as large as the Ocean ; how 
many Millions of Years may we reaſonably ſup. 


poſe to paſs away, before this tedious Effuſion 


of Tears wou'd make a little River, and what 
is à River to the vaſt great Ocean? And yet if 
this cou'd poſſibly be done, we might then 
truly ſay, now begins Eternity. Suppoſe we 
then, that another River or Sea was to be pro- 


duc'd from theſe Centenary Tears, yet even 


then, when that was collected, we might as 
juſtly ſay, as we did before, now begins Eterni- 


6 , and thus we might proceed ad Infnitum; nor 


let any one doubt of the Truth of this Aſſertion, 
fince nothing is more certain, than that there is 
no Proportion between Finite and Infinite. This 


181 


may probably ſeem very ſtrange and incredible 


to us, becauſe our Imagination is not able to 


conceive it; it is ſo remote that we cannot 


purſue it, and how can we hope to penetrate 
that, whoſe Nature is Infinite and conſequent- 
ly Impenetrable. And this, I dare ſay, is one 


of the Reaſons, why our Intellectual Faculty 
is ſo very averſe to conſider Eternity; becauſe 
it bluſhes and is aſham'd, and diſdains, as it 
were, to tire itſelf with ſearching after that 
which cannot be comprehended. But we muſt 


not ſuffer our Modeſty to prevail upon us in 
TN | 


3 this 


1 
* 
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Tue Ninth Conſideration 
this Matter, we muſt force and compel our 
Underſtanding to be converſant' about it; for 
tho*' we cannot find it out to Perfection, yet if 


we daily Exerciſe our Minds in meditating on 


Dan 12. 3, following Manner; 
as the p of the Firmament, and they that 


theſe, and the like Emblems and Repreſentati - 
ons, which we have of it, we ſhall never do a. 
miſs: This is certain and beyond all Controver- 
fie, that we cannot exceed in our Enquiries af. 
ter it; for when we have imagin'd as many 


Millions of Years as the Mind of Man can pof- 


fibly conceive, we are ſtill vaſtly ſhort of the 
Meaſure of Eternity, Uh 0 


The Prophet Daniel, that he might che better 


imprint upon our Minds the infinite unbounded 


Extenfion of l er himſelf in the 
ey that be wiſe ſhall ſhine 


turn many to Righteouſneſs as the Stars for ever 


and ever. By this Declaration he ingenuouſly 


infinuates, that no Words are ſufficient to ex- 
plain the Nature of Eternity; T am ſenſible, 
that there remains much more to be ſaid upon 


this Subject, and I can ſay no more. In this 


we may obſerve the Prophet's Repetition; he 
thought that one for ever was not enough to e 


force what he wou'd ſay, and therefore he re- 


peats it, for ever and ever, If we ſhou'd mul- 
tiply the great Tear, or Tears, a Thouſand: Times, 


| the Sum wou'd' hear no Proportion to Eternity, 


Aſtronomers tell us, that the Motion of the 


hth Sphere is 10 very ſlow, that tho' it is 


dually wheel'd about by the rapid Motion of the 


ſpage'of Time is uſually call'd'the Great Teo 


Frimum Mobile, yer it finiſhes its proper Circuit | 
but once in Thiry-fix Thouſand Y ears z this 


* 


| upon Eter nity. | A 83 | 
«hs Platonick Lear; and yet all this... r 
| 2 or even nothing i in Compariſon of 
Tom t is, a true and juſt Obſeryation 
' Brethius, that there. is 2 io. Proportion and 
Reſemblance between a Moment and Ten Thou- 
ſand Years, than LN, Ten Thouſand Years . 2 
and Eternity. Little 5 H a. K. John, g Jo " 
It is the laſt Time, or the and this was 
faid near Sevent Honda Years ago, ſo true 
is that excellent Hs: of St. Auguſtin, that 

every Thing that has an End is ſhort, but Fter- Cel. 2-4 
nity has no End, us therefore 15 our Aﬀe- 
Grows upon Things above, not on [Things on the 

let us Love Eternity, and make Chrif 

bo ths fee End of our dest ITES 3 that hen Ver. 4. 

Che who is (the Author and Purcha ſer of) 
our Life ſhal appear, we may * appear wit 
him 11 Glory. 


Thy $ ixth Cone 2. 


Jr i ber to be believ's, that any Man 
who has enjoy'd the Happy Advantage of 2 
Religious Raue nlon, and has not forgot thoſe 
important Principles, which in his tender Years 
were inculcated upon him, ſhou'd be ſo 
led away by his impetuous and ungovernable 
Paſſions, ( unleſs he has laid aſide his Huma- 
vity, and made himſelf like a Brute-beaſt, and 
dated his Reaſon „ ſeaſual Appetits 3 
4 
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Tue Ninth Conſideratiin 
for as Solomon obſerves, the Libertine and Pre. 
ſumptuous Sinners, even when they are almoſt 
ſwallow'd up in the deep Pit, into which they 
have fooliſhly plung'd themſelves, are fo far 
from being concern d at their Calamity, that 


1 they do but laugh at it:) I fay, It is hardly cre- 
dible, that any Man who has imbib'd the Prin- 


ciples of Religion, ſhou'd be ſo far led away 
by his Head ſtrong Paſſions, but if he will allow 
himſelf ſome Time, tho? it be once a Week, to 


' meditate upon Eternity, He will ſoon purge 
out his old Leaven of Wic 


wen of Wickedneſs, and make 
imſelf a kind of New-Creature, and be quite- 


another Man than he was before. If before, 


he was Proud, and of a Paſſionate Temper, 
now he is Humble, Lowly and Modeſt, he is 
Kind and Gentle, and eafie to be intreated : Was 
he given to voluptuouſneſs? Who is now more 


. Chaſte and Continent than he? Was he Intem- 


perate? Who is now more remarkable for his 
great Sobriety ? He will now become not in a 
arance only, but in Mind and Heart, a truly 
fincere and mo Man. He will not raſhly and 
without Deliberation, paſs on a ſudden from 
one extreme to another, ſuch ſpeedy Changes 


being ſeldom laſting; but will duly and ma- 


turely weigh all Things with himſelf, and by 
this Means he will accuſtom his Mind to think 


upon Eternity; nay, he will delight to dwell 
upon it; he will often make this Reflection to 
Himſelf, that Eternity will never have an End, 


that it will laſt to infinite, innumerable, in- 
comprehenſible Ages, and that its Duration 


will never ceaſe. If we thus ſeriouſly and 


cloſely, and attentively contemplate Kternity, 


f 


of it; we muſt ruminate upon it, and ſuffer 
it, in ſome Senſe, to digeſt, as we do our 
Meat. Phy ſicians tell us, that tho* the Food 


we eat — ſo _ .and ir gp gr | 
ſelf, yet if it be not duly prepard and digeſt-- 
ed, it is ſo far from afford ing us any Nouriſh- 
ment, that it Corrupts and Poy ſons the whole 


Maſs of Blood, and is conſequently produktive 
of many Diſeaſes; it continues indeed ſome 
Time in the Body, but the Juice which comes 
from it is very pernicious. | In like manner; 


the Conſideration of Death and Judgment, Hea - 
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ven and Hell, bur eſpecially of Eternity, is en- 
ut f 


tremely Beneficial ; but as the Nouriſhment of 
our Bodies depends upon the good Digeſtion 


of our Meat, ſo is it with our Souls, whoſe 


well - Being depends upon the conſtant and ſet- 
tled Application of our Minds to theſe excel - 
lent Things. We muſt ay aſide all 2 
Cares, we muſt call our Thoughts home, a 


withdraw ourſelves. and our carnal Aﬀettions 


from the Vanities of this Life; being thus re- 


tird from the Noiſe of the World, from all 


Occafions and Temptations to Sin, we muff 


call upon the Powers and Faculties of our Souls 


to refreſh themſelves with the remembrance. f 


Eternity. Unleſs this be done, all other Means 
will be to no Purpoſe; our hearing and read ing 
of the Holy Scripture will be uſeleſs and unſet- 
viceable. There are many who employ a great 
Part of their Time in hearing and reading of pious 


Sermons, but the misfortune is, they are little 


or nothing the better for them, by their not- 
allowing themſelves Time to reflect upon what 
they have heard or read; by which Means it 
_ often happens, that all thoſe excellent * 


Advantage, we muſt be careful fo to meditate 


our Wills ma 
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and Admonitions, which wou'd otherwiſe have 
been very ſerviceable to them in the Conduct 
of their Lives, are entirely forgotten, before 


have an Opportunity of putting them in 
Pirie If then we wou'd read and hear with 


upon 7 — 5 — 2 _ 
upon our Hearts always with us, t 

be form'd and modelP'd by it: 
This was the ice of the Bleſſed Virgin the 
Mother of our Loxd, let us follow her pious 
and admirable Example, who, as the Scriptures 


Lens — all an 10s I them 


1, he 5 daten Conclufin. 


Hero 216 ive: n ot at lun m 
duly weigh and confider theſe celebrated 


Matt. 9. re tags mn Chrift, Enter ye in ot 
13, 14. 8 — * ea is the Gate, — 1 
th to Defirn Fern wo 

— 12 * in theroat, is the 

| and namom is the ths adeth wnto 

Es Ek. and few there be thet fond i it. This Advice 

Luke 13. is again in St. Luke's Goſpel, Strive to 

74. enter in at the Har Gate, for many | fay unto 


will ſeek to enter in, and flat not_be able 
hoſvever, ſaith St. Augnbin, deſpiſes theſe 


| Fhings, and wll not belies cher berg the 


_ Eternity. 
ate not viſible to him, when thoſe Things 
come to paſs which he wou'd not believe, 
ſhall Bluſh 2 and be in the utmoſt. Confuſion to 
ſee himſelf ſeparated from the Bleſſed, and not 
only 5 but to have his Portion with 


| the Workers o Ipiquity. © 
A certain Woman, faith — — 1 Te 
inſt a Sin, of which 


hearing Bertaldus, a very eminent and 
— inyeigh Lines 


ſhe knew mk to 255 „ fell down Dead; 
but after a while being eee to Life — 
by the pious Prayers of the Congregation, ſne 


gave them an Account of what 2 had ſeen in 
her Trance, which was to this Effect. I ſtood, 
ſaid ſhe, before God's Tribunal rogether. with 
Sixty Thouſand Souls, who were fummon'd 
from all the Parts of the Univerſe to appear be- 
fore the Judge, and they were all Sentenc'd to 
Eternal Death, Three only excepted. | 


We need not I think give ourſelves any 
Trouble about the Truth of this Relation, fince 
our Bleſſed Saviour does ſo ſolemnly affirm the 
very ſame Thing, Wide is the Gato and broad Matt. 7. 
in the way that leadeth to Deſruction, and many 13.14. 
there be that go in thereat ; but ſtrait 1s 1.» Wh 
and narrow is the way that — unto Liſe, 
few there be that find it. yo ight ſeem indeed 
altoniſhing to us, that a God of Infinite 
Mercy and Goodneſs, ond paſs fo fe 
vere and dreadful à Sentence againſt ſo ma- 
my Thouſand miſerable Creatures; did not 
Conſideration of his violated: Majeſty, the 
inexpreſſible Malice of Sin, and the many clear 
and; undeniable Proofs which arg * 


es the Scriptures, incline us to believe it. It was 
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this Conſideration which made -Fob to trem- 
ble ; he calls the State which ſhall be hereaf. 
ter, 4 Land of _— as ' Darkneſs itſelf,” and 
of the Shadow of Death, without any Order, and 
where the Light is as Darkneſs ,. or as the Latin 
_ expreſſes it; where is no Order, and where Ever. 
= +. regs dwelleth. Agreeable to which are 
the Words of our Saviour, Depart from me 
Curſed into Everlaſting Fire. O conſider this ye 
that forget God, left he pluck you away, and there 
be none to deliver you, Let us waſh away our 
Sins by Repentance, while the Opportunities of 
Life are before us, for there is no Redemption 
from the Land of Darkneſs, where is no Order, 
and where Everlaſting Horroy dwelleth. No. Re- 
demption! What a fearful and amazing Conſi- 
deration is this? Whatever Senſe we have of 
it. now, when we come into the other World, 
we ſhall be convinc'd of the Truth of it by a ſen- 
ſible Demonſtration; and as there is no Redemp- 
tion to be expected, ſo neither muſt we hope 
for any Conſolation. Shou'd any one of thoſe 
miſerable Wretches, who lie wallowing and 
frying in Everlaſting Flames, intreat for one 
drop of Water to cool him, all his intreaties 
wou'd be in vain. If they who enjoy God's. 
Grace and Favour, and have good ExpeBta 
ons of being Happy hereafter, wou'd ſerioully. 
conſider from what an Eternal Scene of Miſe- 
ry, they ſhall be deliver'd at the Day of Judg- 
ment, and the unconceivable immortal Plea- 
ſures, into which at that Time they ſhall alſo 
be admitted, they wou'd not let an Hour paſs 
before they wou'd bid farewel to the World, 
and to all its falſe and flattering Vanities; _ 
7 wou'd 


upon Eternity. 1 
wou'd leave the Dead to converſe with the 
Dead, they wou'd abandon the World, to be 
enjoy'd by thoſe who had no Taſte of Spiritual 
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Enjoy ments; they wou'd Dedicate themſelves 


to the Duties of Religion, and wou d employ 
the Remainder of their Days in finging the 
Praiſes of their Fest Creator, and in paying 
him their humble anc 

ments for the Aſſurance he has given them, of 
their being deliver'd from the Terrors of Hell, 


e and fincere Acknowledg- 


and for their Hopes, their certain Hopes of a 


Bleſſed Reſurrection to Life Everlaſting. St. 
Gregory obſerves, that the more Men neglec to 
conſider the Joys which ſhall be reveal'd here- 


after, the more uneaſie they are under the Ca- 
lamities of this Life; we think them extream- 


ly painful and grieyous, becauſe we will not 


be perſuaded to lift up our Eyes to Heaven, 


and to have 1 . to the Recompence of Reward, Heb. 11. 


But when the 
to the Contemplation of Heavenly Things, it 


ind begins to raiſe itſelf aloft 26. 


deſpiſes the little Sufferings of this Life, and 
thinks every Thing, that has an End, to be ve- 


Ty inconſiderable. Joy in Tribulation, faith 
the ſame great Man, is as a Song in the Night ; 


for cho we are afflited with Temporal Evils, 


” 


pet we Rejoice and 
Everlaſting Felicity. 


St. Auguſtin Reaſons much after the ſame 


Manner; if we wou'd attend, faith he, to thoſe 


'riumph in our Hopes of 


good Things which God has prepar d for them 
that love him, we ſhou'd reckon the Suffering: 


— 


of this Falter Time to be vile and contempti- 

ble, and not worthy to be compar d with the Glory, 

which ſhall be reveald in us. My — 
1 nn = - "ak 


Rom. 8. 
6 
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faith. he, if ye were to undergo Eternal 
| bour for Eternal Reſt, the Balance wou 
even; but if ye were to endure Eternal 
bour, when cou'd you etjoy Eternal 
And therefore it is nece a y, , that your Ti 
bulations ſhou'd be only for a Time That when 
they end, an Entrance may be minifter* d unto m | 
Te into the E 25 0 Is" 12 bv 
Lord an Saviour ; brig P 
and Years in the T 
in Ten Thouſand, a Runde dot or w 
you will, they ate all too Light, Let it be fn - 
ja confider'd, that our Calamities are not 
nly for a Time, buy, that they are likewiſe EN 
Gen. 47-9. 21 loft 0 e Days of our | 
ew. And therefore, tho” a Nan wa 
to 10 Kl Afflictions all the Days of his I's 
without any ſpark or glimmering of Cotitfort; 
were he endure Stripes and mpriſorichent 
Hunger and Thirſt, Cold and Nake: ness, with 
out an  Thtertmiſfion, even to the very Moment 
of his Diſſolution, yer notwithſtanding all : 
Job 14. W the Time of his Sufferings is but ſhort ;, Mar 
that in · born of a Woman faith Job, 7s i 25 
Days; his Labour is Light and hort, it will 
quickly have an End, and then he ſhaft inherit 
an Everlaſting nnter where is true and 
ow untningled Joy for evermore; then, as St. 
Luke 20. Luke and St. Paul — Ve ſpall be 0 to 
36. b. the. Angels, Heirs of God, and joint- Heirs with 
8 Chrift, our Labour is indeed ie, dut our 
| Reward is exceeding great. 
St. Auguſtin tells us in another re that 
Ram. 11. the Thoughts of God are Plies , O the 
33s 34. m Gele Riches both of the _ and Ko 


ky 


be 


ments, and bis Ways paſt finding out ! For 


. «pon Eternity. 
ledge of God ! How unſearchable are his 


2 


hath known the Mind of the Lord, or who hath 
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been his Counſellor ? He lets his Reins looſe for 


the preſent, but he will in a little Time draw 


them in. Be not like the Fill who rejoices 


and down the 


and. plays u | 
outh ö the Fiſher can draw. him 


in at Pleaſure; the 


ous unto: thee, is in teality but very ſhort; A- 
las! What are our Days in Compariſon of 
Eternity  Wouw'dſt thou be Patient and Long- 


ſuffering? Remember, O remember the Years 


« 


atal Hook. is faſten'd in his 
Jaws. The Time which ſeems long and tedi- 


ater with the 


of Eternity. Doſt thou, conſider, That God has Pfalm 39. 
made thy Days as a Hand breadtb ? And canſt 5+ 


thou expect, that all Things ſhou'd be accom- 
liſh'd in ſo ſcanty. a Space? That the Wicked 
ou'd-be thruſt into Hell, and all the Nations 


be Crown'd with Diadems of Glory? The E- 


ternal God, who lives for ever, will in his 
but he is flow, to 


Wrath, he is Patient and Long ſufferin 


becauſe not Eternal; join your Heart to God's 
Eternity, and you ſhall alſo be Eternal. If 
thou art a good Chriſtian, and train d up in 
the fear and nurture of the Lord, thou wilt 
then Confeſs, that God has reſervid all Things 
againſt the Day of Judgment; that the Good 
mourn and are afflicted in this Life, becauſe God 
chaſtens and corrects them as his Children; 
and that the Wicked Rejoice and Triumph, 


becauſe; God has left them to follow the Ima- 
inations of their Evil Hearts, and has , aban- 


_ don'd 


that forget God, and chat the Righteous ſhowd 


g. To 
this you reply, that am not Long · ſufferingg, 
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* * 


don'd and rejected them as Aliens. A certain 
Man has Two Sons, he chaſtens the one, and 
leaves the other to act as he pleaſes; the one 
Is ſure of being corrected upon every fi 
trivial Tranſgreſſion, but tho? the other is guil- 
ty of all Manner of Extravagancies, 8 | 
"eſcapes unpuniſh'd, Now what is the Reaſon 
of this different Proceeding? Are they not both 
his Sons? Is he not equally a Father to them 


ight and 


both? Why is he then ſo ſevere to the on 


and ſo indulgent to the other > What Reaſon; 
ſay, can poſſibly be given of ſo unequal a Con- 
duct, unleſs it be, that the Father deſigns the 
Son whom he cortects to be his Heir; but as 
for the other, he has long fince thrown him 


off and difinherited him, he defpairs of doing 


= 
- * 
oi 


him any Good gl 
himſelf any Trouble about him: Notwith- 
ſtanding all this intended Kindneſs, he that is 

cortected, not having Prudence and Judgment 
enough to diſcern the Motives of his Fathers 
Actions, congratulates his Brothers Ha 3 
dition, who is never beaten do what he will; 
but as for himſelf, poor unhappy Youth, be is 
{ure to ſuffer for every little Violation of his 


and therefore he does not give 


Duty: He, I fay, who is thus corrected, un- 


2 


- 


* 
& 
* 
* 
. 


less God bas given him an Underſtanding 

Heart, to ſee and know what is moſt for his 

Good, will be ſure to complain after this man- 

ner. My Brother enjoys an uncontroulable Li- 

Ly * drinks to Exceſs, takes his Pleaſures, 
0 


uptuous and Intemperate;” and yer my 
Father never rebukes him; bur if at any Time 
I go abroad with my Companions, or if in 


other Matters I offend in the leaſt, I am ſure | 
to feel the Effects of his Diſpleaſure. So on 
— ONCOL wy 
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wiſe and fooliſh is he, that he only conſiders his 


preſent Sufferings, and has no Regard to that 
fir Inheritance which his ſevere yet merciful 
Father has provided for him. 1 


Give me leave to proceed in the Words of 
St. Auguſtin; How great and wonderful is the 
Mercy of God? How aſtoniſhing is his Good- 
neſs? He does not Tay to Man, labour thou 
Ten Hundred Thouſand Years ; He does not 


fay, labour thou One Thouſand or Five Hun- 


dred Years; but labour whilſt thou liveſt, and 

thou ſhalt have Eternal Reſt. Conſider then, 

that thy labours are but for a few Years, nor 

are they without their Conſolations; not one 

Day ſhall paſs without ſome Comfort; if thou 

grieveſt in the Night, joy cometh in the Morn- 

ing. But do not rejoice after the Manner of 
the World; Rejoice in the Lord always, and a- Phil. 4. 4 
gain T ſay rejoice, rejoice in Chriſt, rejoice in his 


Word, and let his Law be thy Delight. True 


is that Saying of the Apoſtle St. Faul, Our | 
Light Afliction which is but for a Moment, work- 2 Cor. 4. 
eth for us a far more exceeding and eternal Weight *'* 

of Glory. Confider then, what is the Price of 


thy Labour, and how great is thy Reward; 


thy Labours are only for a few Days, and 
when they are paſt, thy Reſt is Everlaſting. 
Haſt thou Joy for a Time? Do not depend too 
much upon it. Haſt thou Grief and Sorrow? 
Do not Deſpair. Be not elated with Proſpe- 


ity, neither be dejected with Adverſity ; God 


romisd unto thee Eternal Happineſs, 
therefore Contemn all worldly Felicity; he has 
threatned Everlaſting Fire, therefore Contemn 
all Temporal Afflictions. 0 No 
0 I will 
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Divine Author; Let us learn from hence to love 
and value Life Eternal; and let us likewite 
learn, how much we ought to labour for it. 


We cannot but obſerve, how fond Men are ofthis 
| your Life, which muſt ſhortly have an End; 


w that upon the leaſt Indiſpoſition, ſo terri- 


ble and amazing is the fear of Death, they do 


all they can, and neglett no Means to put it 
afar off, tho they cannot prevent it; how 


when Death approaches, they endeavour to 


1 hide and conceal themſelves from him, and an 


willing to part with all that they have to put 
chaſe their Redemption. They immediately 
ſend in haſte for the Phyfician, and are ready 


to endure the moſt exquifite Pains to preſerve - 
that Life, which by the unalterable Law of 
Nature, cannot * be continued to them. 
We cannot, | ſay, but obſerve, how. willing 
Men are to Part with their Subſtance, and to 
endure the moſt violent Pains to preſerve 2 


Life which will ſhortly have an End, and yet 


they will do nothing to live for ever. Cohſ- 


der we with. ourſelves, if Men are ſo follic- 


tous to ſend for a Phyſician, to part with their 
- . Subſtance and all that is moſt dear to them, 


and to undergo the ſevereſt Remedies, in Ho 
ot living a few Days longer, what Pains, What 
' Labours, ought we not to ſuffer for Life Ever 


3 laſting? If then they deſervedly are accounted 


wiſe, who leave no Ways and Means umt- 


\tempted, to prolong their Life for the ſake of 


a few Days? Whar a prodigious Folly are they 
guilty of, who live in ſuch a manner as to lok 


the Poſſeſſion of a joyful Eternity. 


Conlide 


Happineſs , the ſooner he came, the more wel. 


upom Eternity. 


| Confider this, O ye Mortal Men, before ye 


enter into a State of Everlaſting Happineſs or 
Miſery ! Conſider and bting it again to Mind, 
O ye Tranſgreſſors! Make haſte and improve 
the preſent Hour of Repentance, and provide 


for Eternity; all other Things ſoon will paſs 
away, but Eternity alone remains for ever. 


r "> HOSES } 4 4 n 
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The Puniſhment of Eternal Death. 


HE Meſſenians had a Dungeon which 


they calld the Treaſury, a Place that was 
deſtitute both of Air and Light, it had only 


one Mouth in ſtead of Doors, at which the 
Priſoners were let down by a Rope, which was 


clogd with a great Stone; into this Treaſury 
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they caft Philopamen the Great General of the See the Tife 
Achæans, who was poy ſon'd in the Night by the 7 Philo 


Command of Dinocrates, 


Me read in the Hiſtory of Paulus Joviis, 
that Actiolinus the Tyrant of Padua had ſeveral 
loathſom horrible Priſons, which were ſo mfa- 
mous for the great Variety of Tortures whic 
were exercis d therein, that they who were 

into them, lock 'd upon Death as their greateſt 


Dr eome 


Platarch. 
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come he was to theſe miſerable Wretches. They 
were laden with Irons, ſtarvd with Hunger, 
poiſon'd with Stench, eaten up with Vermin; 
in this manner they died a ling'ring Death, 
that they might perceive themſelves to die. 
He was juſtly accounted the happieſt among 


them, who died the ſooneſt ; and indeed their 


Puniſhment was worſe than Death; vaſt heaps 
of dead Bodies lay putrifying together, which 


was ſo diſmal and noiſom a Spectacle, that it 


might be truly affirmed without a Figure, that 
the Dead were the Deſtruction of the Living. 


But the worſt of theſe Priſons is a kind of 
Paradiſe, in reſpect of Hell. *Tis true, the Mi- 
ſery which the Captives, languiſh'd under in 
Actiolinus's Dungeon was exceeding great, but 
it was tolerable, becauſe it cou'd laſt no long- 
er than this Life, they were - ſure of being de, 
livered by Death; but they. who dwell in E- 


verlaſting Burnings have no Hopes of a Deli- 


. verance, they muſt always live, and live in 
Pain. As no Man can conceive, ſaith Caftode- 
rus, what it is to enjoy an Eternal Recom- 


pence, ſo neither can he truly apprehend, what 


it is, to be tormented for ever. 


The Perſians had a Priſon which they calld 
Lethe, the Entrance into which was extremely 
eaſie, but the coming out was hardly poſſible ; 
this is a perfect Reſemblance of Hell, the Way 


thither is plain and eaſie, but to return is abſo- 
lutely impoſſible : It may therefore very pro- 
perly be term'd Lethe or Oblivion, for God is 
Jo unmindful of the Damn'd, that He will ne- 
ver reſtore them to Grace, nor receive them in- 


* we * 
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to Mercy. There are Two Reaſons, ſaith a 


Learned Writer, why Hell is calFd the Land of 


Forgetfulneſs, becauſe, they, that are there, 
have no Remembrance of God for their Good; 
alas! Poor Wretches, they remember nothing 
but what aggravates their Miſery. The other 
Reaſon which he gives is this, that God has 


forgotten to be gracious to them, and that He 


will never ſend his Holy Angels to be their 


Comfort and Conſolation. Between us and you, Luke 16. 


ſaid Abraham to Dives, there is a great Gulf 28. 


far d, ſo that they which wou'd paſs from hence to 
you, cannot z neither can they paſs to us that wou'd 
come from thence. O fearful Gulf! O tremen- 
dous Eternity! Theſe are the Eternal Manſions 
which rhe Wicked and Ungodly prepare for 


themſelves, We read in the Goſpel, That the Luke 16. | 
Nich Man died and was buried, and in Hell he 22, *3* 


lift up bis Eyes being in Torments, and ſeeth A- 
braham afar of, and, Lazarus in bis Boſum : 
Who is this that lies in Torments? Even that 
very Rich Man, who, while he livd had no 
Compaſſion for the miſerable Lazarus, who was 
ſo hard-hearted, that he refus d him the Crums 
which fell from his Table; but how: is he 
chang'd from what he was? How ſtrangely is 
his Condition alter d? In ſtead of a lofty Bed of 
Down, on which he was wont to repoſe. him- 


ſelf, he now lies Frying in the Flames; his. 


ſparkling Wine and delicious Dainties are ta- 
ken from him, he is burnt up with Thirſt, and 
has nothing for his Food but Smoke and Sul - 
phur; he is no longer delighted with Singing 
and Dancing, and the Charms of ſweet Har- 


mony, but is Miſery and Deſpair itſelt. 


FTA 
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It was a ſhort but terrible Speech which God 
made to Ezekiel his Prophet, ſaying,” Son of 
Man, ſet thy Face toward the South, and drop thy 
Word toward the South, and Propheſſe agalhſf the 
Foreſt of the South-field; and ſay to the Fon 
the South, Hear the Mord of the Lord, thus ſaith 
the Lord God, hehold I will kindle a Fire in thes, 
and it ſpall ' devour every Green Tree in thee; and 
every Dry Tres: Tbe flaming Flame ſball nat he 
quench'd, and all Faces from the South” to the. 


| North ſhall be kunnt therein. How many. Tall 
and lofty Cedars? How. many wicked and un- 


Pfalm 73. 
4 2. N 


together, 


in Hell, do never call it Life, it being uſual 


godly Men wax green and flouriſn and profper 
in the World, and have Riches in Poſſeſnon, but 
are wither'd and dry for want of G6odneſs> 
Hear me therefore, O ye green and dry Trees! 
A Fire ſball be hindled, ſaith the Lord; and the 
flame thereof ſhall not be quench d. Hear meg, ye 
that make ſuch haſte to Hell; the Flame there. 
of will never ceaſe, it will Furn for ever with. 
out any Intermiſſion. There is Eternal Grief, 
Eternal Death, Eternal Lamentation,; without 
the leaſt intervening Comfort; there is no clo- 
fing of the Eyes to ſleep, there is no fich 
Thing as reſt in Hell; your Being is continu'd 


that your Pain may be endleſs, you will never 


be permitted to Die, that you may be always 
dying. The Wicked, faith St. Auguſlin, ſhall 
live in nevex-ceafing Torments; they call upon 
Death to pur an End to their Life and Miſery 

Fre he will not hear. It is very ob. 
ſervable, that the Scriptures, when ſpeaking 
of the deplorable Condition of the Damn'd 


' With the ſacred Writers to expreſs the greateſt 
by whe : 0" "0 
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and moſt excellent Bleſſings by that Name; 
and ſince it cannot be ſupposd a Bleſſing to 
exiſt in a State of 1 Torments, the 


Scriptures call it the Second Death, by which 
they underſtand an Eternal Duration of the 
moſt exquiſite Wo and Miſery, which ſucceeds 
that common natural Death, to which all Men 


are ſubject. How then can it properly be call'd 
Death, ſeeing they who are under its Condem- 

nation are not bereay'd of Senſe, but are 
' lengthen'd out to Deathleſs Pains ? 


Tis with- 
out Doubt extremely Difficult, or indeed hard- 
Poſſible, expreſly to aftirm what it is, for as 


perly be ſaid to Die, ſo neither can they 
proper be faid to Live, Life and Miſety are 
nt, in what Senſe can they be {aid to 

Live, who never ſee a Day of Comfort, and 


can never Hope for it? For as Lite is the 


Foundation of our Felicity, ſo in the Language 


ol the Scriptures, as I before oblſerv'd, it is al- 


ways underſtood to fignifie Happineſs, and that 
Happineſs muſt be Eternal, Agreeable to 
which is another Paſſage in the ſame Father; 
If the Soul; ſays he; be in a Deluge of Liquid, 


unexhauſted Fire, in whieh all impure Spirits 


are ſuppos'd to be tormented, it ought rather 


to be ealld Eternal Death, than Eternal Life, 


becauſe no Death can be greater or worſe, than 
ſuch a Living-Death, or indeed, in any Degree, 


equal to ſo tremendous a Puniſhment. | 


The N of St. Gregory is much the 
ame; In Hell, faith he, there {hall be Death 
without Death, an End without End, becauſe 
Death always Lives, and the End is always Be- 

94 Sinning. 
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ey who groan and Janguiſh under it; cannot 
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ginning. The ſame is likewiſe affirm'd by I 
nocent, Death, ſaith he, ſhall there be immor- 
tal; O Death how much ſweeter wou'dſt thou 
be to thoſe that are in Miſery, if thou wou'dſi 


take away Life, and not compel them to re- 
main in Being. But ſo it is, the Years of an 


Eternity of Torments cannot be number'd ; tis 
beyond the reach of the moſt able Accountant 
even God Himſelf whoſe Knowledge is Infinite, 


cannot determine the End thereof. When 4 
Thouſand, Thouſand Millions of Years are paſt 


and gone, there are ſtill as many more to come; 
and when they are paſt, there remains till a 
greater Number, and when theſe are likewiſe 


paſt, you are till as far from coming to an 


nd, as you were at firſt, Five Thouſand 
Years are already paſt, fince Cain, who flew his 


Brother Abel, was caſt into the Lake of Fire 


very ſame, both in Reſpect of their Degree 


Lake 16. 
24. 


already been in Hell near Two Thouſan 


and Brimſtone, and yet his Puniſhment is ill 


the ſame as if he was but juſt thrown in; it is 
not abated or diminifh'd in the leaſt, he muſt 
ſuffer another Five Thouſand Years, and after- 


wards a Third, and when Millions and Milli. 


ons of Years are paſt, his Torments will be the 


and Duration, as if they were now Commen - 
cing: And tho' the Rich Man in the ous has 

Years, 
yet the Torments he endures are ſtil] the ſame, 
and will always be ſo. He deſir d Abraham to 
ſend Lazarus, That he might dip the Tip of his 
Finger in Water, and cool his Tongue; but Abra- + 
ham did not grant his Requeſt, nay, tho' he 
ſhou'd ſtill continue to repeat it, all his In- 


rrearies wou d be till in vain, 


. hk 
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We deride and ſcorn theſe Things when we 
hear them; but let us conſider, is it ſo light 
and trivial a Thing to lie dying for ever in a 
Sea of Flames ? It might here be ask'd, where 
are your Tears, O ye Mortal Men? 'For ſuch 
we are; how do we grieve and vex ourſelves at 
every little ordinary Loſs; but the loſs of Eter- 
nity, tho' it cannot be recover'd, fits eaſie on 
our Minds, nay, we are ſo ſtupid as to ſmile 
at the Misfortune. We tremble to appear be- 
fore a Temporal Judge, who partakes of the 
ſame common Nature with ourſelves; and tho 
we haſten every Day to make our Appearance 
at God's Tribunal, yet we are not in the leaſt 
concern d about it. When we make a Voyage, 
we are in fear of being caſt away, but are in 
_ 12 when we launch into the end- 
leſs Sea of Eternity; when there is the greateſt 
Reaſon to be fearful, we are leaſt afraid. 


It was a juſt and pious Wiſh of St. Bernard; 
Oh that Men were wiſe ! That they were wiſe! 
What then Holy Bernard ? That the Image 'of 
Eternity might be reviv'd in their Minds, that 
they might wiſely reflect on Things preſent, 
think on Things paſt with Underſtanding, and 
provide in Time for Things to come, 


See, faith St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the E- 
pheſians, That ye walk circumſpedih, not as Fools ph. 5. 15, 
but as wiſe, redeeming the Time, becauſe the Days 16. 
are dil. He does not barely wiſh that they 
wou'd do ſo, but he lays his ſtrict Command 
upon them, See that ye walk circumſpeFly. Our 
Salyation is a Matter of the greateſt Impor- 
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tance, and conquanty deſerves our preateſt 


Cate; how fooliſh then are they who ſquander 


away that ptecious Time, which was given 


them by God to ſecure to themſelves a bleſſed 
Eternity, in Rioting and Drum kenn 


7 in Cham- 
bering and Wantonneſs. Good God! What a 


ſtupid and ſenſeleſs Prodigality is this? Do we 


think to purchaſe Heaven by Diverſions and 

Idlenefs, by Trifling and Unproſitable Conver- 
Arioh? This is not the way to redeem the 
Time, he only can be truly ſaid to improve it, 
who makes frequent fetvent Prayers to 
— 8 —— 72 — _ an . 
gable Application. Among other Advi 

which St. Lui gives us, to fteal away — 


Time from out Ordinary Buſineſs, he lays this 


down as a very good Rule. If a Man has g i 
Suit at Law with another, he ought to neglecgt 


it, and loſe his Right, that he may be the more 


at Leiſure to ſerve God; for that which is loſt, 


is more than recompenc'd by the Time that is 


imd. But as thou payeſt thy Money, and 


ſt Bread in Exchange for it, ſo bs content to 
Opp f ſervi A — 

gain an Opportunity o ng God, and then 

thy Loſs will turn to thy Advantage. This is 


ha 


properly and truly to redeem the Time. 


The Opportunity of doing Good is indeed 


to be purchas d at any Price whatever, becauſe, 


2s the Apoſtle excellently obſerves, the Days ars 
Evil, The Days of our Life, faith St, 4nſolm 
are full of Grief, they are ſubject to innume- 
table Dangers and Temptations, which deprive 
us of the Power of employing our Time to the 
me ſuſlet this Opp” 


Me 


ſlide away inſenſibly in Reſolutions of Amend- 
ment, we ſhall not obtain one Moment hereaf- 
ter to repair our neglect.  Nazianzen compares 
our Life to a Fair; if we fooliſhly neglect to 
ſupply ourſelves with what we want while the 
Fair laſts, there is no buy ing any Thing when 
once it is ended. Let us therefore lay hold on 


the preſem Opportunity of ſerving God, now 


in the Days of our Youth, while we enjoy our 

Health and Strength; this Precept is more 

than onee inculcated _ us by the wiſe Eccleſ, 9. 

Preacher, Vhat ſoever thy Hand findetb to do, do 1% 

it with thy Might, far there is no Work, nor De- 

. wice, wor” Knowledge, nari Wiſdom in the Graue 

whither thaw. goeſt, The fame good Advice is 

likewiſe very often urg d upon us by the Apo- 

ſtle St. Faul; he very earneſtly exhorts us not Gal. 6. 10. 

to neglect the preſent Time, 4s. we have there - Rom. 13. 

fare Opportunity, let us do good) umto all Men, fur 

nom it is high Time to amal out f fleep. Thou: 
fleepeſt, ſaith St. 4mbroſe, but thy Time ſleeps 

not; it is ever in Motion, it flies away with 

incredible ſwiftneſs, nor is it in our Power to 

bribe its ſtay. Happy, for ever Happy, are all 

thoſe Perſons, who not only think on theſe 

Things, but really do them; who employ: their 

Time to ſuch excellent Purpoſes: in the noble 

Works of Charity and Mercy, as at the Hour 

of Death, they will wiſh they had done; who 

do thoſe Things now, as will be Matter of Jon 

and Comfort to them, when they ſtand poſ- 

ſeſs d of a Bleſſed Eternity. Let us Treaſure 

„ 

vis. neglefius, eternumi fit diſpandium, a: light! 

Ngled now, may poſſibly prove an: Eternal-Loſs, it 
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T Life, which the Saints enjoy above, is 


Life indeed; conſider it either as Animal 
* Human, as Angelical or Divine, tis perfect 
ife. The Memory is bleſt with an entire Re- 
mini ſcence of all Things that are paſt; the Un- 
tg is 5 both with the Know- 
iſion of God; the Will is gratified 

with every Thing that is good, and deſirable; 
the Appetite purſues what is pleafing and a- 
wor oe and the Senſes enjoy all that is de- 
ightful and entertaining. No Cares nor Sor-' 


rows, no Pains nor Evils e're come there; tis 


a Life of Holineſs, Purity, and Charity; tis a 


Life of Friendſhip, Peace and Tranquillity; *tis 
a Life of Glory, Honour and Immortality; 


Love and Joys and Pleaſures Everlaſting, and 


all Things which in the utmolt ' ſtretch of 


Thought we can hope or wiſh for, both in Re- 
lation to our Souls and Bodies, are the happy 
Ingredients of that glorious State, 


Auguſt. de St. Anguſtin, being inflam'd with the deſite 
Civit, Dei of en 


ing-ſuch a Life of perfect and immuta- 


Cap. 30. ble fe icity, expreſſes himſelf to this Effect. 


How great is the Happineſs of that — 
112 Ita te 
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State, which abounds with every Thing that is 

Good, and is abſolutely free from every Thing 
that is Evil: Where we ſhall continually extol 
and celebrate the Praiſes of God, who is all in 
all! Bleſſed are they who dwell in thy Houſe, they Pſalm 84, 
will be always praiſing thee. All the Faculties of # 
our Souls, and the Members of our Bodies ha- 

ving put, on Incofuptjon,. ſhall be ever im- 

ploy'd-in finging the Praiſes of the Great Jaho- 

vah, That is true Glory, when He to whom 


we offer Incenſe cannot be flatter'd, nor we de- 


ceivd in paying our Oblations ; that is true 
Honour, which is beſtow'd on the deſerving, 
to which the Unworthy dare not pretend; tis 
the true and proper Reward of Merit, and is 
enjoy'd by none, but. thoſe who deſerve it. 
There He, who is the giver of Vertue, will be 
its Reward ; He has promis'd to give us even 
Himſelf; and what cou'd He promiſe greater 
or better than Himſelf? This God has been 
pleas'd to fignifie to us by the Mouth of His 
rophet Jeremiah, I will. be their God, and they Jer. 37. 
ſhall be my People. I will be all Things to them, 33 
as in Reaſon and Prudence they can poſſibly 
Deſire, in me they ſhall find Peace and Plenty 
Life and Health, Glory and Honour; I wi 
fill their Hearts with all that is deſirable. And 
this is the meaning. of that Saying, God ſhall 
be all in all, He ſhall be the end of all our wi- 
ſhes. And the City that is above, has this 
peculiar . Excellency belonging to it, which is 
not elſewhere to be found; and that is this, 
the Inhabitants thereof ſhall not Envy one ano- 
ther, but univerſal Love and Concord ſhall pre- 
vail among them; there every one is ſatisfied with 
his proper Condition, like the Members of - 
TY : * natura 
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to be the Eye, bur all agree and are Content 
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natural well-compafted Body, where the Eye 


with their «By! Stations. The fame Father 
ſubjoins.a little after; there we ſhall enjoy an 
Eternal Sabbath, we "(hall tafte and fee, Bra 


' Fivect the Lord is, we ſhall be AIFd with his 


Goodneſs, when He ſhall be all in all. O God 


my God ! Thou art Truth and n true 


: Bunter and Eternal Felicity. 


Another, being full of Extaſie and Tranfpor, 
addreſſes bimfetf to This Life in the following 


Manner, In thee, faith he, there is no C 
tion, thou att not fa bject to any Defect, Olc 


Age and Anger ger approach th: thee nor Peace 1 


Joy, and Glory 


erlaſti 
perfect Health and Youth's Hover wn e 


_ charms F Beauty, and the Graces of 0 


„8. 


are thy Portion for ever. 


Vuy excellent Things are PIN thee, this 
City of God, thou arr i the Seat of thoſe that te- 
ice; Fear and Sorrow are baniſh'd from thy 
alaces thou haſt all that the Heart of Man 
can with for, pure unmix'd Pleaſures dwell 


with thee, thou el Satisfaction to all our 


Pſalm 36. 


| 2,9. 55 


Deſires, and our Hopes are made perfect in E. 
nt. They ſhall be ſatinſed with the plente- 


an eſs 4 thy Houſe, and thon Halt 117 


thy Hleaſurer, as out the er; for H 
. 


265 FA i the Vill of Life, and in thy 


Hall we fre Light. When we ſhall ee thee in 


n n 


thyſelf, And ourſelves in thee, and thee in us; 
we ſhall always ſee thee, and enjoy (bes 


. This 
ny 
: 


upon Einliy. — 20% 


This Everlaſting Happineſs may eafily be ob- 
tain'd, it is in eyery Mans Power to. go. to 
Heaven if he pleaſes; for tho the Way thither 
is ſtrait and narrow, yet it is not ſo extremely 
rough and difficult as we imagine it to be, TMark$. 2 
have Compaſſion on the Multitude, faith our Sa- 
viour, becauſe they bave nom been with me Three 
Days, and have had. nothing to eat. Was it 
ſuch a mighty Matter to faſt Three ſhort Days, 
that our Saviour ſhou'd take ſo much Notice 
of it? O Bleſſed: Jeſus! Why didſt thou not 
zather tell us of that Eternity of Joy and Hap- 
ineſs, which thou haſt prepar'd for them that 
— Thee and keep thy Commandments? God 
will not paſs by the leaſt Service which we do 
Him, but will look upon himſelf as indebted 
to us for it. He numbers the Hairs of our 
Heads, and can we imagine when we ſuffer 
Perſecution, and ſpill our Blood for his Sake 
and upon his Account, that He will not Trea- 
ſure it up in His Remembrance? We 
therefore very juſtly cry out with St; Hierame; 
What a Happineſs is it to have God for our 
Debtor, to receive ſo large and ample. a Re. 
compence for a ſlight imperfe& inconſiderable 
Service, to ſuffer for a little Time here on 
Earth, and to be Crown'd hereafter with Eter- 
nal Glory ! To this you reply, that it is very 
hard to Fleſh and Blood to be perpetually tor- 
mented, but ſuppokng all the Sufferings of 
this Life to be tolerable, how, ſay: you, ſhall 
I Conquer the Fear of Death, when: the very 
Thought of it is ſo terrible? Forbear I beſeech 
Jou theſe. vain Complaints, do not make your- 
- Elt a Child, why ſhou d you thus unman Our. 
| | RIF > 
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ſelf?. Knoweſt thou not thus much? I know 
that I Aſcend to Deſcend, that I Flouriſh to 
Wither, am Young to grow Old, that I Live to 

Die, and Die to be Happy to all Eternity. 
Iſa, 26. 4+ Truſt therefore in the Lord for ever, for in the 
* Lord Fehovah is Everlaſting Strength. © 


St. Auguſtin obſerves in one of his Sermons, 
that our Bleſſed Saviour concluded his Deſcrip - 
tion of the Day of Judgment in theſe Words; 
Matt. 25. And theſe ſhall go away into Everlaſting 8 1 
45. ment, but the vighteous into Life Eternal. b. 
on which He makes theſe excellent RefleQi. 
ons; the Bleſſing which is here promis'd is E. 
ternal Life: Life is promis d, becauſe Men in 
this Life are ſo deſirous of it; and becauſe they 
fear nothing ſo much as Death, it is ſaid to be 
Eternal. Do you wiſh for a long Life? You 
hall be ſatisfied with it; are you afraid of che 
Terrors of Death ? They ſhall not come near 
you; bur 2 who groan under the Wrath of 
God, and ſuffer the Vengeance of Everlaſting 
Fire, wiſh earneſtly for Death but cannot Die. 
It is therefore manifeſt, that long Life is no 
ſuch mighty Bleſſing, nor is it a mighty Matter, 
to Live always; but to be Happy to all Eter- 
nity is a mighty Bleſſing indeed, to Live always 
and to be Happy always is ſo abſolute a Bleſſing, 
that it admits of no Compariſon but itſelf, . 


Thou ſhalt therefore live in Heaven, and thy 
Life ſhall be Immortal; thou ſhalt enjoy a State 
of perfect Happineſs, a State ſo entirely free 

and exempted from all manner of Evil, that it 
is not poſſible for any Calamity to imbitter 
Jour Felicity; there all thy Wiſhes ſhall be 
mm ., perfected 


upon Eternity. | 
perfefted in Fruition, inſomuch that thou ſhalt 
only Defire to poſſeſs what thou doſt poſſeſs; 
and beſide all this, thou ſnhalt have the ſweet in- 
expteſſible Satisfaction of being aſſur'd, That 
this thy Happineſs does not depend upon any 
Uncerrainries, that it is not liable to Decay, 
nor ſubje& to Change, and that none ean de- 
prive you of it, ot rake it from you. Here it 

was that King David 'hop'd to ſatisſie his Hun- 
ger, and quench his Thirſt, In thy Preſence is ful. Palm 16. 
'neſs of- Joy, and at thy Right Hand, there 11 Plea- Aka 
ſure for evermore. And again, I will bebold thy + 9s "7 
Preſence in Righteouſneſs, and when 1 awake up 

after thy Likeneſs,” I Hall be: ſatisfied with it. 

What a ſtrange E ion is this for a Kiypg, 

whoſe Table was furniſh'd with all manner of 
Dainties; but alas! This cou'd not give him 
Satisfaction, he is hungry and a- thirſt for ano- 

ther Table, he hungers after the Bread of Hea- 

ven, and is a-thirſt for the Water of Life. 

What is all the Plenty of the greateſt Poten- 

tate? Tis Poor and Mean, tis at the beſt but 

aà homely Treat, in Compariſon of a Spiritual 
and Heavenly Entertainment. Eat, O Friends, Cant. 3. 1. 
Drink, yea Drink abundant iy, O Beloved, will the | 
King of Heaven then ſay; this Feaſt of mine 

ſhall always laſt,” nor ſhall it be ſucceeded with 

an after-Repentance, as it is now, it ſhall be 

for ever. St. Auguſtin is not able to contain 

his Tranſports, his Joys are too great to be con- 

fin'd, he cannot put Bounds to his Extaſies and 
Raptures, but breaks forth again into this pi- 

ous Exclamation. O Life of Life, O Eternal 
Life and Bleſſed Eternity! Where is Joy with- 

out Sorrow, Reft without Labour, Riches 

without Loſs, Health y”—_ Sickneſs, Plen- 
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ty without Want, Life without Death, Perpe- 
tuity without Corruption, a without 

1 


Calamity, where all theſe Bleſſings are made 
perſect in Charity! Where perfect Knowledge 


is in all Things, and thro all Things; where 
God vouchfafes his moſt glorious Preſence, and 


ſatisfies the Minds of thoſe that behold him 


with this. heavenly Food ; they ate always in- 
tent in beholding His Divine Majeſty, an- 
they defire always to behold it; their De- 
| fires are without Uneaſineſs, and there is no 


Satiety in their SatisfaQtions, - * 
Now that we Chriſtians may be made ac- 


quainted, that this Heavenly Kingdom, this 
immenſe Treaſure and tranſcendent Glory are 


all to be purchas d, let us hear what St. Au. 
guſtin ſays concerning them: I have to ſell, 


have to fell, ſaith God, come ye all and buy 
it. Lord, what is that which thou haſt to 
ſell? Reſt, will you purchaſe it? Of what va- 
lue is the Purchaſe ? The Price is Labour. 


How. much Labour? Can Eternal Reſt be 
bought with Labour? To State this Matter 
according to the Intrinſick Worth of Things, 
Eternal Reſt ought to be purchas d with no- 
thing leſs than Eternal Labour; but let not 
the Price give you any Diſturbance, the God 


whom we ſerve is full of Mercy; for if the 
Labour enjoin'd was to be Eternal; Eternal 
Reſt cou'd never be obtaind, and therefore 


that you may enjoy your Purchaſe, the La- 


bour demanded is not Eternal, it is only du- 


ring Life, tho it is really worth ſo much. 


Let us therefore according to St. Auguſin's | 


Advice, excite and ſtir up one another in the 


following Manner. | We 


apon Eternity, 


We muſt often and ſeriouſly confider with 
ourſelves, what is the Nature of that Eternal 
State, where we hope to Live and to be Hap- 

for ever; and in order the better to under- 


ſtand it, we muſt; be careful to remove from 
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it, whatever we Experience to be troubleſome _ 


in this Life; for it is eaſier to affirm what it 


is not, than expreſly to determine what it is. 


But notwithſtanding the Impoſſibility of arri- 
ving to an exact Knowledge of it, it is expos'd 
to Sale, and it is in our Power to buy it if 


we pleaſe; nor need we be concern'd about 
the Price of ir; let us give what we have, and 
that will be accepted; the Purchaſe is ſo con- 
ſiderable, that it is worth our buying, tho' we 


give ourſelves for it, and if we give ourſelves 


or it, we ſhall certainly obtain it. Alas! 
Cries one, I am a wicked and ungodly Sinner, 


what will it then avail me to offer myſelf? - 


Can I hope in theſe my unhappy Circumſtan- 
ces, that God in his Goodnets will vouchſafe 
to receive me? Do not Deſpair, make a ſo- 
lemn Promiſe of giving thyſelf, and that ſhall 
be a means of making thee Good, and when 


this happy Change ſhall be perfected, and 
thou - ſhalt really become a_New-Creature, 


then thou ſhalt be a ſufficient Price, then thou 


ſhalt have, as I obſerv'd before, not only Health 
and Safety, and Life without end, but thou 


ſhalt be freed from many Inconveniences, which 
are apt to embitter the ſweets of Life; thou 
ſhalt never be weary, nor have occaſion to 


ſleep; thou ſhalt be freed from Hunger and 
Thirft, thou ſhalt never grow Old, but be Hap- 
py in a State of abſolute Perfection, which as it 
„„ 1 requites 
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requires no Increaſe, ſo neither will it admit of 
any Diminution. Behold and ſee what great and 
glorious Things are ſpoken of it, yet after all 


that has been ſaid, we muſt acknowledge that 


it is utterly impoſſible for us ro diſcover the 


1 Cor. 2, 


9. 


it de expected, that I ſhou'd relate theſe: in- 
_  eſtimable Bleſſings, which the Heart of Man is 


_ elty itſelf cou'd poſſibly invent, were we to 


Time, endure the Rage and Furious Laſhes of 


in wait to enſnare my Soul, let them aſſault 


Body be broke with Faſting, and my Fleſh ſub - 


let my Strength be exhauſted with Labour, and 


Treaſures of this Bleſſed State; for neither hath 
Eye ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have enter d in- 
to the Heart of Man the Things, which God hath 
prepar'd for them that love him, How then can 


not able to conceive. 


We have already gone thro? St. Auguſtir's 
Books, as thro' ſo many ſweet and pleaſant 
Gardens which have brought us to Paradiſe, 
I ſhall therefore Confirm and Seal, as it were, 
what I have already faid, with the Words of 
the ſame moſt eloquent Father. Were we to 
endure the moſt pungent Torments which Cru- 


endure the Flames of Hell, for a confiderable 


inſulting Devils, that we might ſee our Savi- | 
our in his Glory, and be enroll'd among the | 
number of his Saints; it wou'd ſurely be very 
well worth our while, to bear all this, and 
even more, if poſſible, to enjoy ſo great and in- 
eſtimable a Benefit, and to be made Partakers | 
of ſuch an exceeding Weight of Glory. Let 
all the Powers of Hell attack me, let them lie 


me with innumerable Temptations ; let m] 
dued with the moſt rigorous Mortifications; 


not then cry out in the bitterne 


3 apon D 
my Moiſture dried ' up with continual Watch 


ing; let the Wicked exclaim againſt me, let them 


vex my Soul and diſturb the eaſe and quiet of 
my Life, let me be pinch'd and bow'd down 


with Cold, let me be ſcorch d and burnt up 
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with Heat; let my Head ake as if it were 


4 


breaking, let my Breaſt and Stomach be all in 
Diſorder, let my Countenance be as Pale as 
Death, let no one Part be ſound within me; 
let me be full of Infirmities, let Rottenneſs en- 


ter into my Bones, let it flow under me like a 


Fountain; let all theſe Miſeries come upon 


me, ſo I may but have reſt in the Day of Tri- 


bulation, and aſcend into Heaven, and receive 
of the Lord the Reward of the Inheritance of the 


Saints in Light, For who can tell the Glory 


Col. 3. 24. 
Col, 1. 12. 


of the Righteous? Who can expreſs the Joy of 


the Saints, when their Faces ſhall ſhine like 
the Sun in the Firmament, when the Judge of 


the World ſhall review his true and faithful 


| Servants, and ſhall appoint them their Places 


and Stations in his Fathers Kingdom, and ſhall 
diſtribute his Rewards in Proportion, to the 
Goodneſs and Excellency of their Works. 


Let us therefore think on the Years of Eter- 


nity, let us think on the Eternal Immutable 


State of Happineſs and Miſery, which ſhall be 
hereafter ;' ſuch Thoughts as theſe will pre- 
vent our complaining of the Miſeries of this 
Life; we ſhall not then Expoſtulate with 
God, why He made us fo unhappy we ſhall 

of our An- 


guiſh, that this or that Evil is too much for 
our Strength, that our Burden is heavier than 
we can beat: 1 dare be 9 to ſay, that it 25 
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fix our Thoughts upon Eternity, none of theſe 
complaints will ever fall from us, but that on 
the contrary, we ſhall Glory in Tribulation, and 
that our Rejoicing will then be greateſt, when 


our Sufferings are molt ſevere, 


John Moſchus the Hermite, in his Treatiſs 


of the New Paradiſe, gow us a Relation of 


one Olympius a venerable Old Man, who en- 
dur'd a great many Hardſhips and Afflictions, 


in the Proſpetct of obtaining a Bleſſed Eternity, 


It happen'd, faith my Author, that a Friend 
of his, as he travelbd that Way made him a 


viſit; who finding him in a narrow lonely Cell, 
- which abounded with ſwarms of Gnats and 


Flies, was much ſurpriz'd at his manner of 
Life: After ſome Diſcourſe, He ask'd Olympius 
how he cou'd live in ſo unwholeſom a Place, 
that the Heat was extremely troubleſome, and 
that the Flies and Gnats were no leſs incom- 
modious : To this the good Old Man reply'd; 
my Deareſt Son, the Eyils which. you mention 
are Light and Inconſiderable; I can eaſily bear 
them, ſo I may but eſcape the Torments of 
Hell, What is the biting of a few Gnats, in 
Compariſon of the Anguiſh of a wounded Con- 
ſcience? 1 had rather feel their perſecuting 
Strings, rhan ſuffer the gnawing of the cruel 


Worm which never Dies; And as for the Heat, 


he that fears Hellfire will reckon it as no- 
thing; theſe little Evils, if I may call them 
Evils, are Short and Tranſitory, but the Stings 
of Conſcience, and the*Pains of Hell, are of a 


boundleſs and interminable Duration. Ohmpi- 


ws, ſaid the other, Thou art Surely infpird with 


the Spirit of Wiſdom, True and Juſt is thy 


Anſwer ; 


2 pon Eternit. 

Anſwer; I wiſh that there were many ſuch as 
thou art, for wou'd Men but confider the 
Years of Eternity, they wou'd then, like thee, 8 
endure the Miſeries and Calamities of this 

Life, with a Patience invincible. PW 


The Concluſuon. 


T S reported of Zeuxis the moſt celebrated 
1 Painter among the Ancients, that he was 
extremely ſlow and tedious in finiſhing his 
Pieces; and that being ask'd the Reaſon of it, 
he immediately reply'd, that He painted for 
Eternity. What he ſaid of his Painting we 
may apply to ourſelves, ſince every Thing that 
we do has fo cloſe and near a Relation to E- 
ternity, that every Man. may truly ſay, whe- 
ther I Write or. Read, Sing or Pray, Work 
or Think, all is for Eternity, Seeing then like 
Zeuxis, we may all be ſaid to paint for Ater- 
ity, it highly concerns us, if we have an 
Affection and Kindneſs for ourſelves, Whatſs- 
ever our Hands find us to do, to do it with our 

might, that our Work may be Bright and Per- 
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and that no Signs of an unpardonable 


Negligence, may ſtain and blemiſh the Merit 
of the Performance. Certain it is, and I can- 
not but repeat it, that all that we do, and ſay, 
and think, muſt be tranſmitted to Eternit), 
and that chey will then by try'd and n 

8 1 y 
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by an Timpartial and All-Reeing Judge, who 
can eaſily diſcover 'the ' niceſt Imperfections, 
Heb. 4 12, For He 1s a diſcerner of the Thoughts and In- 
13. tents of the Heart, neither is there any Creature 
that is not mamfeſt in his fight, but all Things ars 
naked and open unto the Eyes of him, with whom 
- we have to do, He will x ca paſs Sentence ac. 
* 25. cording to our Works, and the Wicked ſhall go 
oF away into Everlaſting Puniſhment, but the Righte- 
ous into Life Eternal, 


V 


In all our Actions, ſaith St. Gregory, we 
mult uſe great Care and Circumſpection, we 
muſt weigh and examine them to the Bottom, 
and farishe ourſelves, that the End for which 
we did them did not ſavour of any worldly 
Intereſt, but was principally and ſolely direct. 
ed to Eternity, Therefore, ſays this Holy Fa- 
ther, ſee that thy Works be perfect; Pray and 
Study for Eternity, Labour, Suffer and Con- 
tend for Eternity; ſo live to God that thou 
mayſt live with him; ſo live on Earth that 
thou mayſt live in Heaven; fo live to Eternity, 
that thou mayſt enjoy a Hleſſed Eternitin. 


St. Bernard obſerves, That the Actions which 
we do in this Life do not immediately paſs 
away aſſoon as they are done; they are all, 
ſaith he, the Seeds of Eternity, which being 

ſown here, will ſpring up hereafrer. He' that 

| is unwiſe and void of Underſtanding, will pro- 
bably be ſurpriz'd to ſee ſo large and plentiful 
a Crop, (which is Good or Evil, according to 
the Quality of the Seed that was ſown) ariſe 
from ſo ſmall a Quantity of Seed; bur he that 
is wiſe will ponder theſe Things, he will think 
23 Cn ng 


upon Eternity. bY 
ſent Seed,” but have an * to the Future 
veſt; he will not regard the Thin 

Temporal, but will fix his Thoughts and 


no Sin to be little, he will not regard the Be. 
Ar- 


which are 


— his Affections on the Things which are 


ternall. 


| Oye unhappy Sons of Adm! Whar Mad 


neſs poſſeſſes you, that you ſhoud be ſo bent 


upon making yourſelves miſerable ? We were 


deſign'd by God to an Inheritance, incorruptible 1 Pct. 1. 4. 


and undefil'd, that fadeth not away, reſerved for 


us in Heaven; but notwithſtanding this his gra- 
cious Defignation, we eagerly -purſue the vain - 


and flattering Enjoyments of this World, which 
in their own Nature are of a very uncertain 


and precarious Continuance. God has ap- 


pointed us to be Heirs of Eternity, and is un- 
der an Engagement, if we keep his Command- 
ments to beſtow upon us a Heavenly Country 
but we greedily run after the Pleaſures of this 
Life, we enſnare and entangle ourſelves with 
Trifles, and haſten our Ruin, as if we were in 
Love with Miſery and Deſtruction. Let us 
Work the Work of bim that made us while it is 
Day, the Night cometh when no Man can Vork; 
let us be wiſe and prepare for Eternity, we are 


Jahn 9 4. 


haſtening towards it every Moment, the Steps 


which we take are large and wide, the Way 
indeed is ſhort and narrow, but the End there. 
of is of vat Enn... 5394 ae 


| Wretched and Miſerable Men that we are, 


we wou'd gladly ſtand poſleſsd of an Eternity 
of Happineſs,jand yet at the ſame Time we foo- 
liſhly negle& the neceſſary Means by which we 
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| The Ninth Conſideration : 

— obtain it; we deſire to be in Heaven, yet te. 
ſe to go thither. There is no Man, ſaith St. 
min, but what defires to be Happy. Who 


al ſhew us any Good? Where ſhall I find that 
Peace and Tranquillity which my Soul thirſts 


after? This is the general Voice of Mankind, 


this is the ultimate End of our Deſires, and in 


this one ny 
fer about the 
Happinefs, ſome take one Way and ſome ano- 


we are all agreed; but we dif- 
ays and Means of obtaining this 


ther. I cannot but ſay that Happineſs is worth = 


our enquiring after, but if we expett to find 
it here on Earth, we ſeek it in a Place, where 
it never will be found, There are ſome who 
affirm, that the Soldiers are the only Happy 
Men; others are Charm'd with the Peaſants 
peaceful Life; others again give the 
Preference to the Lawyer, He defends the 


Rights and Priviledges of Mankind, and his 


Gains are conſiderable. To be a Judge, crys 
one, is an honourable Poſt, he hears and de- 
termines Cauſes, and can any Thing be a great- 
er Happineſs? Another enlarges in the Mer- 


- . chant's Praiſes, He paſſes the Seas, and ob- 


ſerves the Cuſtoms and Manners of Mankind, 


Hie brings a Maſs of Treaſure from the Indies, 


and in his Opinion none ſo Happy as the Mer- 
chant. Thus we ſe, that among all the dif- 
ferent States and Conditions of Life, there is 
not any one Particular with which all are 
— but a Happy Life is acceptable to 


The vain Attempts which we make after 


Happineſs in this lower World, are a ſuffici- 


ent Intimation that we mult ſeek it in ſome 


other 


| upon Eternity £4 
other Place, nor can it ever be fo 

2 Good and Holy Death. The Wi 
Ungodly Des to di the Death 458 
the 


ut are unwilling to live 


o 


the he Righteous to Die well is t 


of Happinefs, but to Live. well is a _ 


Work, and this muſt he done, if we will en- 


ner of our Death, learn to Live well, and then 
vou will Die On 4s. ar 2 FI ſuch will 


Not ma . ago 2 Perſia of Diftindicn, 
who had abundance of Wit but little or ng 
Religion, bw ask'd to give his Sentiments of 
thoſe who led a N and 11 and — 
thoſe who "as nothing but 


ms, * 


immediate ly reply'd, that 1 Be cov'd gladly — | 


the Life 0 
other. The Anſwer was ſmart and witty, but 
as a Chriſtian He ought to have ſaid, I defize 
to live the Life of the Righeeous, that my 
Death may be like his. It was a wiſe and 
pious wiſh of Balaam, Let me. die the. Death of 0, 
the Righteous, and let my laft Eud be like his, 
But his wiſh had been more . prudent had He 
framd it thus, let me live the Life of the 
_— that my laſt End 1 i like 


A certain Soldier being 93 * La. 
nachus for ſome Miſdemeanour, endeavaur'd 
to excuſe himſelf, ſaying, that he wou d no- 
ver commit the like Fault again; to whom the 


en n excellent Reply, 3 


the one, and die the Death of the 


Numb. 23. 


„* 


bone Vi 
fending | 1 f 
not pręſume, to offend no not once; the Sins 
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ir, "no Hicht bis peccate,” Sir; there is mo of 
Twice t Var. But in Beath we muſt 


which we commit can never be recalfd, when 
once we are Dead we ſhall always be ſo, and 


if we die the Death of the Wicked, what 


Hopes can we have of Pardon and Forgiveneſs? 
After Death there is no Repentance, there is 


1 


| no Poſſibility of returning from the Grave to 
i . pow 


Errors of an ill-ſpent Life, there 
is no —_— of making Satisfaction for our 
former wicked ſinful Actions; as Death leaves 


us, ſo judgment will find us, our Condition 
will be LA A 


_ py or Miſerable for ever and ever. 
nn HL 4s 4 DIM £6 | 


and unalterable, we ſhall 


be Hap- 


It was an excellent Saying of Iphicrates, the 
General of the Athenians, it is but an ill excuſe 
for a General to ſay, non putäram, I had not 


thought it. But it wou'd be infinitely worſe 


for a Chriſtian to ſay, I did not think that 


there was ſo vaſt and confiderable a Difference 
between a chaſt and voluptuous Life; I did 
not think that an Eteruity of Happineſs or Mi- 


ſery depended unon it, nor did I think that! 


'  ſhowd die 0 ſoon, Is Eternity a Matter of ſo 


little Importance, that we dare to ſleep over 
it? Is not the Eternal Salvation of our Souls 
worth ſeeking after? If it. is, why are we fo 


 abominably Lazy? Why do we not earneſtly ſet 


about it? Such is the great Uncertainty of 
this Life, that we cannot be ſure of it, no 


not for a Moment; but we are ſure, that th 


will come a Time when we muſt bid adieu to 
the World, «tho? we do not know the Hour of 
our Diſſolution; and when that gloomy pry 


©. wpon Eternity. | 
ſhall ariſe, we ſhall then ſeem not ſo much to 


have. liv'd, as to have flown in an Inſtant to 


the Regions of Eternity, No Man can be faid 


to be a real Proprietor of any Thing, we. are Heb, 11, 


Strangers and Pilgrims on the Earth, as all aur 
Fathers were, we were ſent into the World to 
be train d up and diſciplind for Eternity, we 
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are here but. Sojourners, and in à little Time 


we muſt depart hence and be no more 
For we have. Here no continuing City, but we ſeel 
one #0 -i. 10 vio) r 


x & 4 Rat 


Heb, 123. 
14. 


Plalm 2. 
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Saith the Prophet Baruch; where:are thoſe: that 
ruld the Beaſts upon the: Earth where are: they 

that bad their falle with the owls of the Atv, 
that hoarded up Silver and Gold wherein Men 
truft and made no end of their getting What is 
become of their Honour and Glory? Are they 


ſtill poſſeſs'd of their mighty Kingdoms? No; 


for thus the Prophet makes Anſwer to the 


16, 17. 


„ 
— 


Queſtion which he himſelf propos d, Tbey are Ver. 19. 


vaniſhd and gone domn to the Grave, and others 

are come up in their fleads. They are 'vaniſh'd, 
faith the Prophet, for they were but Sojourn- 
ers not Proprietors, their Houſes are given to 
others, they themſelves are caſt ont they are 

ne down to the Grave where all- Things are 
orgotten. But if the Queſtion be ask d; where 
are the Princes of Heaven who inhabit the Re- 
gions of Light and Happineſs? We cannot re- 


ply, that they are vaniſfid, and that others 


are come up in their ſteads, but that they ſtill 


remain in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that 


no Succeſſions of Ages whatever ſhall be able 
to remove them. ö 5 
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Wil. 2.8 | Ln us Grown a with Roſe-buds, 1 


the Ungodly to each other, who lead a volup-. 


ftuous — Aifſolute Life but why do 
2 


chooſe to make Crowns of Roſes, their 
and Beauty vaniſh in a Day, and they who 


make them are like unto them, they muſt alſo 


in a little Time down into the Pit. The 


Crowns of the Bleſſed are made of Gems and 


Precious Stones, their Grace and Beauty never 


ET 41 fade, the Glory of their Luſtre is eternally the 


fame. The Woman mention'd in the Revela- 
Ch. 12, 1. tiont, had upon ber Head a Crown of Twelve Stars, 


it was not made of Roſes or Pearls, but of the 
Stars of Heaven. And as: the Heavens above 
| are incorruptible, ſo are they who inhabit 


them, they are not ſubject to any Change or 


Diſſolution, but are as Immortal as the Hea. 


Wil. 5. 15. vens themſelves. The Rigbteous live 7 or evermore, 
their Reward alſo is with the Lord, and the Care 
of them i with the moſt” High, All Human 
Things are liable to Decay, but the Things 
above endure for ever; bere we are waſted 
and impaird with Labour tho' it is but ſhort, 

but there we ſhall enjoy Everlaſting Reſt. Our 
Labour is not yet at an End, why do we vain- 


_ ſeek; for Reſt? Alas out Time is not yet 


Me are yet upon the Theatre of the 
World, and it much concerns us to act out 


Farts to the beſt Advantage. The Enemies 


which aſſault us are many, and their Forces 


| Tim, 6, are confiderable, we muſt therefore Fight the 


12, good a of Faith, that we my lay hold on E- 
fe, 


PE ·³ VA eee oe (GůTRndn· d 2s > fe. ans. as wo mes ng . 
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If we wou'd but conſider, ſaith the pious 
Gregory, what exceeding great and precious 
Things are promis d unto. us in Heaven, the 
glittering Pomp and Vanities of the World 
wou'd ſeem vile unto us; ſhew me the Man 
that is able to expreſs, or even- to conceive the 
mighty Joys of the Saints above; to join in 
Conſort with the heavenly Hoſt in finging the 
Praiſes of our great Creator; to be admitted 
into the Preſence of God, and to ſee His Glo- 
ry; to behold the Light that cannot be limited 
and circumſcrib'd ; to be free from the Fears 
of Death, and to be cloath'd with Immortal, 
Incorruptible Bodies; How is my Heart in- 
flam'd within me, while I utter theſe great 
and glorious Things ? It is already upon the 
wing to Heaven, and is deſirous even now to 
make a part of the Angelic Choir, with 
whom it Hopes to rejoice for ever. But we 
muſt not forget, that this Eternity of Happi- 
neſs, is not to be obtain d without Labour and 
| Difficulty ; this we learn from St. Paul, who 
was a powerful and excellent Preacher, Thou 2 Tim. 2. 
therefore endure hardneſs, ſaith he to Timothy, as 3, 5 
a good Soldier of Fefus Chriſt, for a Man 7s not 
crown d except he ſtrive. We mult not there- 
fore think on the Difficulty of the Work, but 
lift up our Eyes to the Recompence of Re- 
ward, which will add new Vigour to our faint- 
ing Spirits; we: mult continue to go on and 
perſevere in our Labours, we muſt: not regard 
the roughneſs of the — but keep our Minds 
intent on the Happineſs of the Country to 


which we are tending. This, ſaith the Father 
whom I juſt now mention'd, is a POE 
a 55 mark 
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mark and fign of the Elect, that they f6 
Comport and Demean themſelves in their 
preſent Pilgrimage, that by the © Aſſiſtance of 
Hope, which is 'a chearful and enlivenin 
Principle, they are aſſurd that they have al. 
ready aſcended a confiderable heighth, inſo- 

much that they ſee the World beneath them, 
and for the Love which they bear to Eternity, 
they have the Courage to diſdain the Trifles 


of Time, and to trample upon them with an 


Heroick Indignation. 


This is what God himſelf vonchſafes to de. 


. clare by his Hol — to the Soul that fol- 
1fa, 58. 14. lows him; I will lift thee up above the high Pla- 

| ces of the Earth. Poverty and Reproach, Hu- 
mility and Diſgrace, are as it were, the lower 
Places, which are avoided by thoſe who Love 
the World, and Delight to walk in the broad 
ſmooth Way; but Gain and Profit, and the 
-foothing Inſinuations and Flatteries of Inferi- 
ours, Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures are the 
High- Places, which, they who fix their Hearts 
upon them, have in great Eſteem; but when 
our Affections are ſer upon celeſtial Things, 
then we preſently perceive. that the Things 
-which we formerly ſo much valu'd are but 
empty Trifles, and not to be compar'd with 
the endleſs Enjoy ment of an Eternity of Hap- 

ä _ But as it is with thoſe who aſcend a 
high Mountain, the further they advance, the 
lower the Earth ſeems to be beneath them; ſo 

tit is with thoſe whoſe Converſation is in. Hea- 
ven, the higher e upon the Wings 
of Devotion, the further they flie from this 


„ lower Earth; they are fully ſenſible, that the 
om EE ERKRiches 
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Riches and Hogpngs, and Glories of the World. 
are nothing but 7 5 and t WN they 
wiſely Place; their Affeclions an, the e Things 
above, Where Chriſt Proc at t the bt 1 af Cal. 3. 1. 
Ged. What St. Gregory ſays, is confirm'd, 
1 hay mo Reaſpns much after 
the ſame Man = Let us exchange thoſe. - 
Things, fot an Eterpal a ce, whic bY 
2 little Time by a "gaſes e 
ceſſity will be taken — us. Moſes enjoy'd a J Det. 34 
vigorous; Health, bs livd, a: long and happy. 577 
Life even to a 7 5 Old Age, but he died dt 
laſt; the Age Men was much greater 
than his, but he alfo died, For we My, needs 
die, and are as Water „ il upon the Ground. 
But when our, Mortal Part. is gone, Soul 
remains; it is an immortal, incorruptibl g Fri 
ciple, it remains to be puniſh'd or De TED 
for ever. This Life determines what, kind of 
Eternity will be our Lot eee be it 1110 
8 it — — 1 7 wp 
appy Eternity, ternal Felicity 
comes it to paſs that Men ſo 17 1 ꝗ — 
thee a Place in their Thoughts: 19 855 0 
they do, with what a cold Indifference do 
they think upon thee: How ſolicitous are 
they about other Matters, and how unmindful 
of their greateſt, Good ? O Lord God, open thou 
our Eyes, that we may ſee and know what it 
is to enjoy. an endleſs Felicity, and what it is 
to dwell in Everlaſting Burnings. Thou, Q 
God," haſt created us for thy ſeff, thou ha | | 
created us for Eternity, becauſe thou art Etere | 
rity; thou wouldſt have us be Partakers of | 
thy Eternity, let it be, O Lord, according to thy 
Fleaſure: Thou halt Jaid i 2 let it be accord- 
ing 
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8 ok: ing to thy Word; thou haſt promis'd it, 0 
Sil | Lord, make good thy Promiſe, O make vs Par- 
Alcg)kers of thy Eternity. Grant we beſeech thee, 
O O merciful God, that we may 2 the lit- 
tle Time we have to live in ſuch a Pious and 
Holy Manner, as becomes all thoſe who labour 
for Eternity, who ſuffer and contend for a 
Bleſſed Eternity. To this End, let us often ex- 
cite each other to preſerve in our Minds the 
Remembrance of Eternity, that we may not 
fail of doing all that we are able, to ſave our 
Souls from periſhing Everlaſtingly. Hear ye 

this all ye Chriſtians, hear ye this all ye Kin 

and Princes, and Judges of the Earth, 


'F | = 3 Nulla ſat)s magna Securitas, ubi periclitatur 
| „„ wut; ©: | 

2308 There can be no ſufficient Security, where there 
3 is danger of loſing Eternity. | \ 


=.  .- | Oh infinitely profound and amazing Eterni- 
| Pſalm 84. ty ! Bleſſed are they, O Lord, who dwell in thy 
Wil! 7 | wo Houſe, they will be always praiſing thee, 8 


Moſes, perceiving his End approaching, 
commended the People of 1ſfrael unto God 

and beſtow'd on each Tribe a Particular Bleſ- 
ſing: He took his Farewel of the Children of 
Deut. 32. Afr in the following Manner; Let Aſher be 
24, 25, 26, bleſſed with Children; let him be acceptable to 
27 his Brethren, and let bim dip his Foot in Ol; 
thy Shoes ſhall be Tron and Braſs, and as thy Days 

fo Hall thy Strength be, There is none like unto 

the God of Jelhurun, who rideth upon the 

Heavens in thy Help, and in his Excellency * = 

| ik. 


re 


upon Eternity. © | 
Skie, The Eternal God is thy Refuge, and um- 
derneath are the Everlaſting Arms, By this we 
ſee, that the Power of God extends itſelf 


throughout the Heavens, and that rhe whole 


World and all Things therein are govern'd and 
directed by his mighty Arm: He determin'd 
himſelf from all Eternity to be a Habitation 


to the Righteous; God is never Abſent from 


them, He is always ready to embrace them in 
his Arms, and to cover them with his Wings 
in the Day of Calamity, | Aſcend thither, £ 


my Soul, aſcend: and enter into thy Holy Ha- 
bitation; why doſt thou contend with Earth 


and Clay > Mount, mount my. Soul, and with 
expanded Wings aſcend unto God who rides 
upon the Heavens, and has his Dwelling in 
the high and lofty Mountains of Eternity. 
There thou mayſt fit in Safety, and look down 
with ſcorn on. this lower Earth, and ſee whar 


poor mean; Things they are, which either 
Charm or Affright thee from R There 


thou mayſt obſerve, that all Things are Emp- 


_ tineſs and Vanity, that they are vile and con- 
temptible, and even nothing in Reſpect of 
God and Eternity. What haſt thou then to 
do, but bid farewel to the Trifles of Time, | 
and to reſolve with thyſelf to ſeek after Gd. 
who is the only true and ſovereign Good: 
Truſt in the Lord and depend upon Him, For 1 
in the Lord Fehovah is Everlaſting Strength; 


open thy Heart and enlarge thy Affections to 


* 


* 


la, 26. 4. 


give him a chearful and welcome Entertain- 


ment, contemn the Temptations and Terrors 


of Senſe, be above the World, and think on 
nothing but Eternity. The Lord is thy Light 


Q 2 The 


* 
ws 


and thy Salvation, whom then canſt thou fear ? 1, 5. 
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The Lord is the Stu btb bf thy Life, of whom then 
canft thou be afraid 2 r in the Time of Trouble, 


| | be ſh all Hide thee in his Taberviacle, * a, in the Fo. 


ee p won a Nock of Stone. He 'that rides 

| - uf Tie 1 s is thy Tlelßer, "He ſhall take 
Alm 27. Fe into his E eflaſtig Arms, afſd Aft up = 
Heal abovethine Enemies Phu aß bt Wh D 
Luſt and IntEmperance aſfadlt = Vertue? Do 

. lay a Thoufind Ternptatie in thy Way? 

o they charm And invite 'thte'in a very plea- 

firg and delfghtfol Manner? Be of good Cou- 

rage, revol e in thy Mitd the'Pleaſites of Frey. 

Yty, and they ſhall not be able to prevail'a- 

| gainſt rhiee, Nether be afraid of the Terrors 

3 the Wond: Do Sorrows and Afflictions en- 
_ tee aböt? Doft "thou languiſh n 

5 ed of "Sigknek > Or art thou oppreſsd 

with Poverty ald Contempt? And what if this 

ſhou'd be thy-Caſe, why [Nog thy Heart be 
| difquieted wit Thee? The tere violent th 
Alflictions are, the ſhorter will be their Conti- 

N nuante; ſhake 6 thy Fear the Betrayer of thy 

Reaſon, be "bl th 1 nes, and learn to 


5 4 Plc of hir dw#lling ſhall he hide the. aul ſet 
up 


Pſalm 121. he t by b nhappy; Lift thy Eye: 
5 to the Hi 0: fro . cometh thy Hep, look up 


e eaven, and think upon, Eternity. There 


Prov. 12. 


Ae e Evil happen to the Juſt, or father, He 


11 not be Uiſcourag'd when any Evil 15 
Yn unto Him. 


Horat, * Lo Si Figur 2145 ati Orbis, | 
5 0% *  Impividin ferient ruin | 
OO Thi fit v hf ike bin dead, 

Met nude hit Soul" aid. | 


k 


* a be 
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1s the Juſt Man then exempted from Affli- 
Qions? No, Many are the Troubles of the Righ- Plalm 34. 
teous, but he counts them as nothing, he counts 19. 
nothing Evil, but that which is Eternal; no- 
thing, but chat which ſeparates. him from the 
Love of God, and that is Sin, and te 
of Sin is Eternal Death. St. Pmil adviſes:us, 
| Net ro hot ut the Things which arg ſeen, Hur dt 2 Cor. 4 
the Thing which are not ſeen: For the \Things 18. 
pphich are ſeen ure Tenporal, hut the Things which 
are not ſben are Eternal. By which. he kindiy 
intimates to us, that nothing is of ſo great 
- ra as Eternity, be it Happy or: Mile. 


Hear ye this? O ye Mortal Men, who dwell 
upon Trifles, and ſeldom contemplate the 
Things of Eternity; what can ye ſay in excuſe 
for your Folly? In your Dreams ye are won- 
d'rous Wiſe, but in Matters of the higheſt 
Moment ye are perfect Children: We waſte 
and conſume our Days in ſuch Vanities, as 
will not only paſs away, but are now actuall 
paſſing; For the Faſhion f this: Wozld — 1 Cor. 7, 
_ "away, The Good with vrhich we are here ſo 31. 
much affected is of a ſhort Duration, and the 
Evils and Calamities under which we languiſh, 
ate likewiſe ſhort; but the Things which are 
not ſeen, are of a fix d and unchangeable Na- 
ture, they pattake of the Immortality of the 
Being that made them, and are like him Incor- 
ruptible and Everlaſting. be VG 


* 


2 0 pmpborioma, a Young Genies of Chri- 
ſtian Parents, having been almoſt W 
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The Ninth Conſideration | 
by the bloody Stripes of his inhumane Perſecu- 
tors, met his Mother in the Way as he was led 


to Execution; who was ſo far from compaſſionat- 


ing his Circumſtances, that, in ſtead of beat- 
ing her Breaſt, tearing her Hair, and ſhewing 
a 


thoſe figns of Sorrow, which a tender Pa- 
rent wou'd naturally have done in fuch a Caſe, 
with an exalted Preſence of Mind ſhe addreſs'd 


im thus: My deareſt. Son, he not diſmay'd at thy 
preſent def, think upon Eternity; lift wp 
thy Eyes and behold thy Sauiour, who reigneth in 


the Heavens ; let thy Enemies execute their Rage 


pon thee, they cannot | take away thy Life, they 


can only oblige thee to exchange it for a better. 
Theſe Words ſo animated the Young Man, 


that he chearfully ſubmitted his Neck to 
the Axe, with a truly Chriſtian Courage and 
Reſolution. | þ 7 baer e | 


Let us make Symphorianus's Caſe our own 
we reſemble him more than we eafily imagine, 
our Circumſtances and his are much the ſame; 


we are all going down' to: rhe Chambers of 


Death, and muſt all appear before God's Tri- 
bunal, tho? the ſteps we take, are not ſo large 


and ſwift as his. rk, how the Bleſſed Saints 


and Martyrs call upon us to remember 2 
and to lift up our Eyes to him that veigneth in the 
Heavens. Let me exhort ye, O Chriſtians, who- 


0 * 


ſoever ye are, to imitate the pious Symphborianus; = 
let our Conduct and Behaviour be great as his; 
let us form our Diſpoſitions and Actions by the 


happy Model of his bright Example; let us pa- 
tiently bear the Yoke of Chriſt, and refuſe no 


Labours or Difficulties whatever upon his Ac- 


count and for his Sake; let us follow him 
* t 


„ 
_ 2 | 
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upon Eternity. e 


the Croſs, let us quit our Temporal Intereſts 
and Enjoy ments, and if occaſion be, even Life 
itſelf. If this ſhall happen to be our Caſe; then 
is the Time to ſhew ourſelves Men, to exert 


our Chriſtian Fortitude and Patience, and to 


let our Cruel Enemies ſee, that Death with all 
his train of Terrors is not able to affright us. 
And when we fall into divers Temptations, 


| when Sorrows and Afflictions are our only 


Companions, when Infamy, Diſgrace and Po- 


verty are our Portion, when like Fob we fit 
Mourning upon the Dunghil, and our Calami- 
ties, if poſſible, are greater than his, then let 


us remember the brave Symphorianus, and all 
the noble Army of Martyrs; let their glorious 
Examples inſpire us with — and let us 

often repeat this Saying to ourſelves, The Suf- 
ferings of this Life are of a ſhort Duration, they 


are even as nothing, let us therefore take our 


leave of the World, adieu ye falſe and flatter- 
ing Vanities, farewel for ever: Thou only E- 
ternity art welcome to us, welcome, and again, 
thou art welcome, Etermty, N 
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